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	Title of Dissertation:
How effective are Full Scale Model prehistoric buildings as an educational resource? 


	Aims and Objectives:
· To evaluate the educational potential of reconstructed prehistoric buildings
· To examine the role of these buildings in both public education, and creating further understanding of the past through experimental archaeology

· To examine the limitations associated with recreating and presenting ancient structures, how this may affect the above points and how this may be improved upon


	Abstract (approximately 500 words):

This proposed dissertation is to evaluate the educational potential of Full-Scale Model (FSM), also referred to as reconstructed or replica, prehistoric buildings. This will include aspects such as public education for a range of users as well as the use of these structures as experimental archaeology projects that can generate new insight into the past. It is expected that this research will conclude that FSM have great potential as educational resources, as long as there are additional ways of presenting the past alongside them. 

Education in the museums sector has been studied in depth, but less research has been conducted in other areas of the heritage sector. Open air museums are increasing in prevalence and popularity across the world, including those dedicated to recreated prehistoric structures. FSM prehistoric buildings have good potential to be used as public educational resources for a number of reasons due to their multisensory nature. This idea will be examined, through a combination of scholarly review of relevant literature regarding education in the museums and heritage sector, and via audience feedback at selected relevant sites. FSM prehistoric buildings also have the potential to generate a greater understanding of the past through experimental archaeology. Previous applications of this will be examined by way of the relevant literature, and a review will be conducted of what experimentation has been done in the past and is planned in the future at relevant UK sites. It will also be considered how the findings of experimental work are communicated to general audiences at these sites and whether the public have the opportunity to engage with the experimental process. 

It is acknowledged that creating FSM prehistoric structures is often difficult due to the fragmentary nature of the archaeological remains. The issues surrounding this will be examined through literature reviews of sites worldwide and interviews conducted with people involved in the construction of FSMs at selected UK sites. It will then be considered what impact this has on any educational potential of such sites. 

While FSMs may have educational potential as stand-alone structures, there are also additional methods that can be used alongside them to improve upon this. Methods employed alongside FSMs will be considered through literature reviews and site-based interviews. Additionally, the applications of new technologies will be considered. 

The Covid-19 crisis will have affected the way in which Open Air Museums can operate. The impact of this, and it’s potential as a catalyst of change for the future will also be examined. Heritage sites have had to drastically alter the way in which they operated during the Covid Pandemic, affecting what they can offer to the public but potentially also research output. This impact will be assessed through staff and operator interviews, and where possible visitor feedback that has been gathered by these sites before and during the Covid disruption.   

In summary this dissertation will examine the educational potential of Full-Scale Model prehistoric buildings by considering a variety of factors. These will include both theoretical ideas such as learning theory, case studies of existing works, and original visitor and management survey data. 
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