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Rural Crime in Dyfed Powys Police focusing on Farm Crime

Introduction
Rural crime is a problem in large areas of the UK, and unfortunately, the people who are affected by these types of crimes do not report it to the police. There are four main categories to rural crime; heritage, equine, wildlife and agriculture. This research will be focusing on crimes committed within agriculture. Rural crime covers working farms, farm machinery, farm buildings and smallholdings. Some of the offences that occur include theft of fuel, theft of/or damage to plant vehicles, equipment or livestock, livestock worrying and damage to property (Metropolitan Police, 2020). These crimes can have a detrimental impact of farmers as they can lose costly machinery which will need replacing as soon as possible to be able to continue their farming duties and the loss of livestock means a loss of productivity and revenue (Welsh Government, 2020). Dyfed Powys Police is the largest police force in England and Wales, and a majority of the area they police is rural, which is why this research focuses on agricultural crimes within Dyfed Powys policing area. There is also a very limited amount of research on rural crime in the United Kingdom let alone Wales, most of the research that has been done on rural crime has been conducted in the United States and Australia.

Literature review
Over the years rural crime has been increasing; according to NFU Mutual’s rural crime report 2020, rural crime cost the United Kingdom £54.3 million in 2019; that is 9% higher than the numbers from the previous year. During their research, they found that for the second year in a row, the spike in rural crime cases was caused by theft of farming machinery such as high-value tractors, bailers, large trailers, quad bikes and other farming vehicles and equipment. NFU Mutual also found that theft of livestock is on the rise with organised gangs taking large numbers of sheep, which are believed to be sold to slaughterhouses to be then sold illegally to the meat industry. In late 2019, NFU Cymru released information and statistics on rural crime on their NFU Wales website. They found that rural crime cost Wales as a whole £2,366,000 in 2018 which is 7.1% than the year before, but it is unclear if this is because people are not reporting the crime as much as they did, or the cost has fallen due to less crime. Though the overall cost of rural crime has fallen in Wales, it does not mean that the problem is improving, but it could mean that the work of police, farmers and their communities are doing to tackle the problem is potentially working. One of the facts that NFU Wales pointed out was the fact that modern technology can be a form of protection and comfort for some farmers; security cameras and gates are better than ever, tracking and alarms on machinery that send alerts to your phone. Technology has become an effective weapon in the fight against rural crime but only for those who can afford new technology; smaller farms can be left vulnerable due to the lack of security measures. 
In 2017, Dafydd Llywelyn (Police and Crime Commissioner for Dyfed Powys Police) released his rural crime strategy for Dyfed Powys. Within this strategy report Llywelyn set out his steps to better the problem that is affecting a large number of farmers across Wales; he would like to make the rural area an inhospitable environment for organised crime groups and criminals. He believes that early intervention is one of the critical steps police, farmers, and local communities can make to decrease these crimes from happening and could be crucial to prevent other criminals from trying. In the Strategy report, Chief Constable Mark Collins also points out how detrimental rural crime is for farmers and agricultural contractors. Collins also explains that rural crime can have a lasting effect on farmers, having their equipment stolen can affect their livelihoods; some farming equipment are hugely important for the farm to work, if their fields are not treated with slurry or fertiliser it could jeopardise their crop for the season which means they do not have food for their animals during winter (Dyfed Powys Police, 2017)
In 2012, Jane Jones and Jen Phipps wrote a paper on ‘Policing farm crime in England and Wales’; they point out in their work the lack of research that has been done on rural crime in the UK and look into what research has been done. Their research aimed to understand why farm crime rates have risen over the years and also find out what are the issues and possible issues that could arise in future police responses to farm crime. Jones and Phipps spoke about some of the observations made by Donnermeyer et al. (2011); they said that there are two different categories of crime that takes place on farms, the first is an ordinary crime and the second is an extraordinary crime. Ordinary crime can be defined as the crime that occurs on farms regularly, such as theft of equipment, supplies, livestock and so on and extraordinary crime is defined as using the farm for the production of illegal substances such as marijuana. The paper has a significant amount of information on rural crime. It dissects other people’s research into rural crime in England and Wales while also looking at research done around the world. 
In 2016, Vania Ceccato published a book called Rural Crime and Community Safety; while researching for her book she found that people frequently perceived that crime is an issue that occurs in urban areas than it does in rural areas. In her book, she explores the relationship between the police, crime and the people in rural communities and how everyone working together in a partnership can change rural crime and support each other.

Aim:
To identify, evaluate and analyse what rural crime is and how it affects farmers and agricultural contractors and how Dyfed Powys currently deal with the issue and what their future plans are for tackling the problem.

Hypothesis:
To find if Dyfed Powys Police have been able to decrease the number of crimes happening on farms and smallholdings or have the numbers still risen or stayed the same.

Objectives:
1. To research what rural crime is and the number of farm crime that happens each year and its effects
2. To identify what steps farmers and agricultural contractors could take to deter criminals.
3. To evaluate and assess if the work that Dyfed Powys Police is doing to prevent and deter farm crime from happening is helping the rate of farm crime
4. To collect, review and analyse what people who have been affected by farm crime think about rural crime and the police response and what rural crime officer’s thing about the problem.


Research Methodology
Primary and secondary sources will be used in this research. By using these two different ways of collecting data and information, it will allow a more extensive collection of data and information. Secondary sources will allow me to collect information from work that has already been published in journals, articles, books and studies from around the world from a range of different authors; this provides a variety of information that could be analysed and compared to the data collected in the primary research. To achieve the first, second and third objectives, the use of secondary research will be beneficial, by using previous research, it will be possible to see the previous numbers of farm crime in Dyfed Powys and if they have changed over the past few years, what developments have been made in previous plans to deter criminals to the procedures in place now and to see if the rural crime strategy that was published in 2017 has had an effect of rural crime. Secondary research will also allow collecting data from other countries and police forces to compare rural crime rates and the steps they take to ensure farmers and agricultural contractor are not left vulnerable and what safety measures they take. 
Primary research will also be used to collect data and information. Primary research will help me achieve the second, third and fourth objective by getting information and data first-hand from the people who have been affected and the officers who deal with these crimes and come up with better ways to deter criminals and protect their community. The first form on primary research that will be used will be qualitative; this means that the data will be collected by carrying out individual in-depth interviews and/or focus groups. Using qualitative research will allow for more detailed information, and it is less structured, so there is the freedom to ask more questions if needed, and you can get an accurate picture of the situation. Focus groups will also be beneficial as it allows for more background information; what type of farm do they have, what is the size of the farm, what kind of machinery they have. Also, it will improve understanding of what farmers in Dyfed Powys thing about farm crime and to see if they all agree with each other.
The second form of research that will be used is quantitative research. Quantitative research is information and data that is collected through distributing questionnaires; this allows for a much more extensive collection of data from a wide range of people from different areas and backgrounds. This will enable a better understanding of what the public think of farm crime and see if the information collected by conducting interviews is the same as the information collected from the people who have been affected by rural crime.  It will also be possible to see if some people have been affected by farm crime more than once, how it changed them and what security measures have they taken to protects their property and deter criminals.

Data Collection
In order to collect data and information about Farm crime and its effects on farmers and agricultural contractors, questionnaires will be distributed online through social media, this way it is possible for the survey to more people. Circulating on social media will ensure that there is a range of people from different areas, backgrounds and farm types filling in the questionnaire, which will give a better insight of farm crime in Dyfed Powys as a whole and not just having one county or one area represented. A focus group will be held with around 10-20 people by using leaders from different Young Farmers Clubs to see their view of farm crime, and its effects and what steps they have personally taken to ensure their equipment and livestock are protected, and additionally, see if they believe farm crime has improved or worsened over the years and what their thoughts are on police response—lastly, interviews with the people who are trying to fight farm crime and improve farm crime rates. One of the interviews will be with the Police and Crime Commissioner for Dyfed Powys Police, Dafydd Llywelyn, hopefully, he will give and more in-depth insight to what his plans are to improve the rate of farm crime and protect farmers and what do criminals typically target (livestock, machinery, fuel). Additionally, find out what he thinks farmers should do to protect and deter criminals from targeting them. An interview will also be held with a rural crimes officer who is based in Pembrokeshire, through this meeting additional information will be gathered about farm crime, and to learn what her thoughts are on the subject and what is her advice is for farmers who have been targeted and those who might be targeted in future.  
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