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Task 4

Safeguarding in an area which is not your main area of work

Guidance: 
Social Care Wales require newly qualified social workers to provide evidence of their understanding of safeguarding work with adults and children. The assignment below will enable you to demonstrate this. N.B. if your usual area of work is with children please write about adult safeguarding. If you usually work with adults, then write about child safeguarding.  Ensure you meet the learning out comes for this task (see appendix 5 of the handbook).

	Question a:
In an area that is not your main focus of work (see guidance above), explain the relevant legislation, and the national, local and organisational policies and procedures for safeguarding. 

The purpose of this task is to demonstrate an understanding of the social work in safeguarding Children at risk of harm or abuse. In doing so, I will also link this to relevant legislation, policies and frameworks at an organisational, local and national level. 

Safeguarding exists to protect a child’s wellbeing if there is suspected risk of harm or abuse such as physical, psychological, sexual, financial abuse and neglect (Social Care Wales, 2023). Examples of possible indicators include unexplained injuries, infections, children displaying unusual behaviours, poor hygiene and inhibited development (Social Care Wales, 2023). There are a number of individual, family and community factors that might identify a child as at risk of harm, neglect, or abuse. For example, children who have additional needs who have become more dependent on their care givers (Stalker and McArthur, 2012, p.35). Care givers may also have their own physical or mental health issues, as well have had their own experience of childhood abuse (Chartier et al, 2009, p.847). Families living in and living in communities with high levels of poverty or are socially isolated can also be a factor and can be difficult to meet their child’s basic needs (Webb et al., 2021, p.255). 

Having an understanding of the indicators of harm, neglect or abuse to children and the factors that may identify these children is important as there is a duty to report potential safeguarding concerns to the Local Authority to protect their welfare as per Part 7 of the Social Services and Wellbeing (Wales) Act (SWWBA) 2014. The Children’s Act 1989 Section 47(1) puts provision on Local Authorities nationally to investigate children at risk and whether action should be taken. In addition, The SSWBA 2014, part 7 puts the statutory duty in Wales to establish a Children’s Safeguarding Board with relevant sectors such as the police and local health board. The rights of children are also protected by the Human Rights Act 1998 as they have the right to freedom from torture and inhumane or degrading treatment or punishment. The Equality Act 2010 and the United Nations Convention on the Right of the Child 1989 also underpins legislation relating to Child Protection matters in England and Wales to ensure their basic needs are not neglected. 
The Wales Safeguarding Procedures (Social Care Wales, 2023) have been developed in order to support Local Authorities to in applying legislation and the code of safeguarding practice in a standardised way to ensure positive outcomes for children, their families, and carers. The procedures ensure that concerns are identified as above, reported to the Local Authority and s47 enquiries completed under the Children’s Act 1989 (Social Care Wales, 2023). If the child is identified as being at risk of harm, steps are put in place to protect them immediately, whereas if they are not found to be at risk of experiencing significant harm, they are supported to develop outcomes to meet their needs in order to keep them safe which may include preventative or early help measures under the SSWBA 2014.

It is important to establish preferred outcomes of the safeguarding intervention for children, families, and carers with support needs as children should feel safe, and it is a priority to ensure their development and overall wellbeing needs are met (Levine et al., 2020, p.5).
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	Question b:
Reflect on the difference between safeguarding in adults’ and children’s work

This part of the task will reflect upon the differences between safeguarding in adults’ and children’s work. One of the key differences between adults and children’s safeguarding is that the legislative framework for Adults Safeguarding is outlined in part 7 of the SSWBA 2014 only, while Children’s safeguarding must also consider the Children’s Act 1989 which applies to both England and Wales. 

Another key difference is that should an Adult be unwilling to engage in the safeguarding process, they have the right to make an unwise decision not to protect themselves should they not be assessed to lack capacity to do so as per the principles of the Mental Capacity Act 2005. However, it must considered that should the risk of harm be significant enough, safeguarding enquiries may continue in this case (Social Care Wales, 2023).  Due care must also be taken to ensure that adults are not being coerced into refusing support to protect themselves (Social Care Wales, 2023). In relation to children and capacity, the principles of the Mental Capacity Act 2005 also apply to older children who are 16 or over and should be considered alongside other relevant legislation. Furthermore in relation to Children’s decision making capacity, according to Fenton (2020, p. 923) Gillick Competence must also be considered if an older child is unable to participate within the constructs of the Mental Capacity Act 2005. Furthermore, Fraiser Guidelines and Gillick competency exist in the case of children’s safeguarding which supports practitioners to balance the risk between listening to the views and wishes of the children with their overall safety in deciding their maturity to be able to make decisions and understand the possible implications of those decisions (Fenton, 2020, p.923). This can also be considered when the child does not want to include the parent or carer. 

Whilst Children and Adults can be victims of physical, psychological, sexual and financial abuse, as well as neglect, the indicators of harm may differ. For example, in the case of financial abuse, benefits specifically to support children and meet their needs, including a Direct Payment may be misused by a caregiver (Social Care Wales, 2023). It is also noted that Children’s development may be harmed as a result of the abuse they have experienced (Levine, 2020, p.5).
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