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Roofs

• Roof structure is a term that refers to 
the construction at the top of a building which 
typically provides protection from the elements.

• It generally comprises a system of structural 
members designed to support the roof build-up –
i.e. the materials that provide watertightness 
and insulation to the building below.

What makes roofs difficult 
to inspect? 
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Roofs
 In a house of masonry 

construction, the roof structure is 
often a ‘bolt-on’ framework

 Comprising timber purlins and 
rafters fixed to wall plates which 
are in turn tied down to the 
masonry walls
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Walls

•The main purpose of walls in building 
construction is not only to protect 
buildings from damage but also to divide 
them for different rooms or spaces. 

What are the functional 
requirements of walls?
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