Printing with modifiers onto natural dyed cloth

In our wild colour dyeing session on Monday we extracted colour from the following matter:


Modifiers: are substances (natural or chemical) that work with both cloth and dye to help fix the colour to the dyed cloth.  
Modifiers:
· Citric Acid-Acid modifier 
· White vinegar-Acid modifier
· Lemon Juice- Acid modifier
· Soda Ash-Alkaline modifier
· Sodium bicarbonate-Alkaline modifier
· Soda crystals-Alkaline modifier
· Wood ash-Alkaline modifier
· Copper Sulphate-Metallic salt (tends to make greener tones)
· Iron ferrous Sulphate-Metallic salt (tends to sadden) 
· Aluminium Sulphate-Metallic salt (tends to brighten)

We are printing with the modifiers that we know worked from previous sessions (Iron and Lemon Juice).
You will need to use my notes to aid you with session and build on the knowledge base…remembering that the modifiers work differently with the different wild colours that you have in your dyed fabric bundles.

Recipes
Pre-made thickener: Made on request 
· 1000mls Warm water 
· 20gms Guar Gum

Modifiers are added to the pre-made thickener in varying amounts.
You can start with a 
· 85gms Guar Gum thickener – 15gms modifier mix. 
Before you then play with differing strengths of modifiers to see how this effects the colour change.

Method
· Gather your thickener, modifiers, clean pot, spoon and spatula 
· Switch on the extraction, positioning in line with your mixing pot
· In a clean pot weigh out 85gms of guar gum thickener 
· Add 15gms of your chosen modifier to the 85gms of thickener
· Mix thoroughly until the powder is incorporated into the paste.
· Print and dry
After printing
Allow you fabrics to dry and mature for as long as you can, before washing the modifier and paste away.  At least a week, but the longer you can leave it the better the results appear to be. 

Wash
· Rinse in cold water to remove the modifier and paste
· Wash in warm water with a little Metapex 26 detergent until the water runs clear and there is no more paste and modifier left in the fabric
· Give the fabric a final cold water rinse to remove and residual Metapex 26 detergent 
· Dry flat before pressing 


NB.
Results can vary depending on the wild colour extraction, dye colour obtained, variables in the PH levels of the water and seasonal growth etc (if you are using foraged/ collected wild colour).

Record the process at all steps and stages to build up your own. Understanding of what is happening…add your discoveries to your technical files or your preferred way of recording your information (handmade dye books can be lovely). 
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Description automatically generated]In our wild colour dyeing session on Monday 26th January we extracted colour from the following matter:

· Avocado skins and stones (saved kitchen waste)
· Brown onion skins (saved kitchen waste)
· Red onion skins (saved kitchen waste)
· Buddleia (foraged from Dynevor carpark)
· Meadow Sweet (foraged from Clyne Valley country park)
· Apple leaves (foraged from the garden)
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