Reflection on my experience as a Student on attending an online lecture

For this reflection, I will be using Gibbs (1988).
                                      
Description

At Age of 38, I decided to go to University, having skills as a team leader from my previous work, and the opportunity to learn how to become a good Manager in the future I wanted to do this properly thru education. Due to the Coronavirus outbreak, all lessons are online and we have been asked to Use online team meetings and the University website, learn how to use Moodle, Word, and PowerPoint. 
My experience with computer and online researching is very good, as I am currently working as purchasing assistant and this is my day-to-day task, however using the internet to meet people or study is new to me. 
 My first lecture didn’t go as smooth as I was hoping, my old computer didn’t work well, the system was logging me out all the time, and I lost almost half of the session, I couldn’t see the chat, and the connection was so bad so when a teacher asked me a question I wasn’t able to answer. 
This situation makes me realize, that study online is not even close to study in the classroom, I was all by myself with my problem, wherein in the classroom I will be able to ask my colleagues or teacher for help.


Feelings
When I received information, that I have been successfully enrolled in University I feel happy and terrified at this same time, happy because I always wanted to go to University and prove myself, that I Can do it, and terrified because many years have passed since I was in a classroom. 
During my first lecture I was so stressed, as nothing was working I started to panic, I couldn’t concentrate, feel stupid and ashamed for not being able to answer teacher questions, feel isolated and hopeless, as there was nobody close to me who I can ask for help.
After few weeks of learning online, I feel more confident and less stressed as I am aware of what to expect. The lectures are giving me joy. 
Every good feedback make me feel more confident, and every bad feedback is giving me push to learn from mistakes and do better.


Evaluation
Positive aspects of this were meeting my new Teacher and colleagues, I was able to introduce myself and make notes whenever I was online, I was also able to highlight the problem to my teacher, so she wasn’t surprised when I suddenly disappeared. the fact that was my first lesson, was more an introduction to the module, and luckily all information that I missed I was able to find online on my Moodle page, which allows me to get used to new applications. 
The thing that didn’t work out was my ability to stay online for all lecture, therefore I missed a lot of important things, I did not know, that my computer is not good enough to handle new versions of the applications, needed for online study, can be honest before I did not use my laptop too much often .
Analysis 

I think that the reason, that we all were able to connect and communicate with each other, was the fact, that most of us were prepared for the lecture, during induction teacher explained to us where we can find needed applications. 

The Fact, that my computer doesn’t work on my first lecture, makes me realize, that I wasn’t prepared, as I should as I never experienced online communication with so many people before. 
My Experience in online conversation was limited, as usually I am using a different applications like Skype or WhatsApp and it is usually with a maximum of 4 people.
After few online lessons I realized, that online learning is more demanding than I was thinking.
In my research I find that:
“Learning is not just about memorizing facts. It also includes the development of skills, knowledge, critical thinking, and powerful arguments. Learning also helps us to carry put task more successfully and more efficiently.”(Dawson,2014,p13)
Dawson also explain that “For successful study to take place you need to prepare carefully.
This includes emotional, psychological, physical and environmental preparations”(2014,p23)
I found that very interesting and decide to use this as a guide.
While I was doing Academic Resources , I find also very useful information:

Carliner(2004) explained ,that :
 “One of the key challenges in developing online learning is to choose technology that will help you develop them “.
I have decided to talk with my friend , who is computer Specialist and Technical Engineer at my work and ask him for help in finding good quality computer for my study.

Conclusion

I have learned a important difference between school and higher education is the amount of supervision and support . While in the classroom teacher will spend more time with class, will be able to recognize students weakest points ,and show them the right directions.
 And also in classroom all students will communicate with each other more often ,they are able to discuss lecture, help each other with understanding of the topic and prepare together for assessment.
In online learning Student is mostly alone, and can only rely of his intuition, 

Action plan


I am planning to focus more on researching Academic resources, and I to use 
Dawson's (2014) book is a guide to understanding the way of learning as an Adult Student.
I will try to set up some group meeting outside the University hours, so we can know each other better and help each other. 

I have learned, that no matter how much I think I am prepared, I can not trust technology. 
Next time I will have a second device with me, and make sure that both devices have the newest applications and updates
 I will write down in the notebook all important phone numbers to be able to contact IT at the University or teachers to let them know, that I have an issue and I may be late for a lecture.



 Adapted from
Gibbs G (1988). Learning by Doing: A guide to teaching and learning methods. Further Education Unit. Oxford Polytechnic: Oxford. 
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