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Summary of essential skills
Being a planning manager will need work in important areas of a project including coordination, resource optimisation and maintaining overall efficiency, with the role’s success depending on a number of skills for strategic planning and decision-making. 
Analytical and critical thinking skills: These are crucial to present the ability of analysing data, assessing situations through critical thinking and undertaking decisions, which helps in performing research papers, presenting reasoned arguments and analysing complex theories in the academic level [1]. A planning manager needs this skill to assess risks during project planning, optimise them and generate strategic decisions. 
Interpersonal skills: These skills are important to conduct strong communication through both verbal and written mediums, which are essential for writing research and analysis, interacting with peers, and providing presentations [2]. Effective interpersonal skills are needed for planning managers to communicate the project plan with peers, communicate with stakeholders and provide data-based insights for smooth project completion. 
Time management: This is critical for an academic person to balance between different types of academic responsibilities including completing assignments, and research and meeting deadlines while dealing with daily life problems. The efficiency of a planning manager also depends on this skill for effective management of project deadlines, and time allocations based on important levels, so that structured plans can be delivered [3]. 
Adaptability with flexible problem-solving: Strong adaptability is also required to solve problems while being flexible with situations, as required in the completion of complex assignments [4]. This is also crucial for planning managers to assist with different project challenges, and managing uncertainties.  
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