Global Perspective on the education system in Ethiopia.
This essay is going to look at the country Ethiopia. One will introduce the country and provide the reader with some facts about what type of country it is. One will discuss the current education system in Ethiopia, and research the history of education to see how the current system is in place. One will also look at barriers that prevent education being inclusive to all. The barrier one is going to look at is the gender gap between boys and girls, which will include poverty, geographic constraints, lack of parental education and support and the traditions of gender differences. One will link these barriers to different theorists and theories such as Pierre Bourdieu and his theory of social capitalism. as well as policy, for example, The Ethiopia Education Policy 1994, United Nation Convention of the Right of the Child, African Charter on the Rights sand Welfare of the Child, and the United Nations Sustainable Development Goals, to support the findings and research that one has found out. 
Ethiopia is a Country in East Africa. It is the oldest independent nation in Africa, and it is the only country in Africa that was never colonised. The capital of Ethiopia is Addis Ababa. The climate of this country is mainly hot and dry. It has three seasons, from September to February which is known as the long dry season, this is followed by a short rainy season in March and April. Where May is the hottest and driest month before the next season, which is the long rainy season, where Ethiopia sees the coldest month in July. There are many languages spoken in Ethiopia, but the two main spoken languages are Amharic and Oromo. Since the 12th century Amharic was the only official working language in Ethiopia until 2020 and it is still the most widely spoken and written language in Ethiopia. Ethiopia is regarded as a religious society, where there are two faiths, two thirds identifying as Christians and one third as Muslim. Ethiopia is a place of ancient culture. In 2020 the world bank claimed that there were 115 million people living in Ethiopia. It is the second most populous nation in Africa after Nigeria. Even though there is a fast-growing economy in the region, it is one of the poorest. Ethiopia is classed as a third world country due to its great poverty rate. The country does have a government which has made a united effort to link education with a stable economic environment and policies to achieve the objective of arriving to a middle – income country.
Education in Ethiopia was traditionally religiously based and was provided in church schools and monasteries. It was only for the elite and for mostly males. Evolution of education in Ethiopia has changed over the years and it can be divided into four periods. The first one is pre-European traditional education system. The second is secular education from 1900 – 1936. This was when the process of separation from religious matters and modernisation of the education system began. In 1905 a home school curriculum, which did not promote religion was introduced and included studying French, English, Arabic, Italian, Amharic, Mathematics, Physical training, and Sport. The emperor at the time wanted children to be educated to a high standard “Every parent is hereby required to teach his child reading and writing through which the child may learn the difference between good and bad. Every parent after you have taught your child how to read and write, make him attend your choice of any of the local trade schools.” (Menelik, 1921) The third is The Italian Colonial education which was enforced until 1941. The fourth is the independence era which lasted until 1974, then finally the post Selassie Afro – Marxist and post- Marxist educational reform, which is still currently the education system. This had an impact on the 1994 Ethiopia Education Policy. One of the aims in the education policy is to strengthen the individual and society connection, which enables an all-rounded participation in the development process by acquiring knowledge, ability, skills, and attitudes. It was produced as part of the political, economic, and social order within the country. It can be based on and linked to Pierre Bourdieu theoretical framework. His theory was all about the dynamics of power in society. He emphasised how social classes, especially the intellectual and higher classes maintain their social privileges across generations, this does not promote equality. In the words of Bourdieu, “Education in society is the contribution it makes to social reproduction.” (Trueman. C, N, 2015). He believed that people should not assume that the higher class is better than the working class. Bourdieu would disagree with Ethiopia's two education systems. This is because it divides the social classes, and therefore there is a need for the Ethiopia Education Policy 1994. Ethiopians started to associate this type of education and curriculum with national progress and was seen as a need of universal education and developing literacy. Bourdieu argues this point as he believes that working class failure in schools is the fault of the education system and not the working-class culture, as this is because of exam success or failure.
[bookmark: _Int_4NEePNzs] Education in Ethiopia is supposed to be compulsory for all children under grade 8, and this is supported by the United Nations Sustainable Development Goals, but many barriers do not make it inclusive to all. Due to this system being free and the rapid growth over the years, there has been an overburdened to the system and created problems such as funding shortages, which then leads to a deterioration of quality of learning and brings in more inequalities. Therefore, the Ethiopian education system is in a state of crisis, data shows quantitative achievements which masks the status of quality teaching and learning outcomes. Despite the expansion, Ethiopia is still behind other least developed countries in key education factors. Ethiopia's literacy rate in 2012 according to World Education News and Reviews (2018) is 39% which is still one of the lowest in the world and far below the least developed countries average of 77%. There are two education systems in Ethiopia. The first one being elementary education. This consists of 4 years of primary and 4 years of secondary. The second education system in Ethiopia is called the alternative basic education. This system is to support the high number of children who are out of school to educate the underserved children outside of the formal education. This can be linked to the United Nation Sustainable Development Goals, especially number 4 – Quality Education. Ethiopia is one of the 137 countries that joined the United Nation Sustainable Development Goal plan, which should be adopted by 2030. There are 17 goals and goal number 4 is connected to quality education. United Nations are ensuring that all children from rich to poor, from boys to girls and geographical issues are all able to receive an education that is suitable and meets their needs, which can also be linked to the rights of a child. 
The rights of the child are the basic freedoms that ensure all children have the right of survival, development, to be protected and participate in decisions that impact their lives. A child’s childhood should be full of joy, hope, trust, love, and innocence. By gaining new experiences, children's lives will gradually mature, but for many children, the reality of childhood is very much different to this. Children’s rights essential message is equality of opportunity. All children should have the same rights, no matter where they come from, race, or gender, they should be given the same opportunity to enjoy an adequate standard of living. This means that girls should be given the same opportunity as boys. When one looks at the education system in Ethiopia, this is one of the major barriers that prevents inclusive education, with girls not been given the same opportunities as boys. “Children and young people in Ethiopia make up 48% of the population, Ethiopia can lift itself out of poverty by ensuring children have access to quality education.” (UNICEF, 2018) Ethiopia's education system has made strides., with primary school enrolment tripling 100% between 2000 and 2016, but there are inhibiting barriers which stifle access and quality of education. 
[bookmark: _Int_L2xhz1gx][bookmark: _Int_eh9zjwBM] Gender differences happens at all levels of society in Ethiopia. This can be criticised by the Ethiopian Education policy 1994 which states, “Education plays a role in the promotion of respect for human rights and democratic values, creating the condition for equality" (Ethiopia Education and Training Policy, 1994). The Ethiopian Education and Training Policy does not support the gender gap differences. It says that there should be equal opportunities for all. This is not the case is some areas of Ethiopia, as there is a high burden for girls to carry out domestic work within the household. Traditionally girls help with the cooking, cleaning, fetching water and looking after younger children, therefore will be a contributing factor from being absent from school. Again, this is not supported but the education policy, it states “Education enables man to identify harmful tradition and replace them by useful ones. It helps man to improve change” (Ethiopia Education and Training Policy, 1994). This cannot happen if there are still gender gap differences, as it is still representing inequality to girls. Even though this has been stated by numerous research findings, a group called Link Ethiopia carried out questionnaires. They conducted research on boys and girls from Urban schools stating how many minuets they spend a day performing various tasks at home and the same from Rural schools. They found out that overall boys do do most of the household chores. Then outside the home, girls help with coffee production and gold digging with being identified as the means of providing income support to the family, where the boys help with the farming. There is a significant demand for children in Ethiopia to be a part of this income. According to the child Labour Survey Report, 2001 “49.03 of children aged 5 – 214 are engaged in productive work outside the home and work 3 – 4 hours a week. Two thirds of these working children do not attend school and 92% remain unpaid”. (Ethiopian Central Statistics, pg. 15 .2001). Educational opportunities, and performance, remains low for girls while dropout rates remain high for girls, especially in the remote areas. To contrast with this perspective from the Ethiopian Central Statistics, Link Ethiopia reported “Neither boys or girls reported particular high numbers of missed school days” (Gretland, Robinson and Baig, 2014). This may be because girls carry out their chores before and after they go to school. This cannot be good for their well-being and performance in school, which is suggested in Ethiopian Central Statistics. They could be tired when they get to school and there will be less time spent on studying outside of school. The aim of removing harmful traditions does not seem to be being achieved according to these findings. The United Nation Convention on the Rights of the Child (UNCRC) article number 28 support this. It says, “State parties recognise the right of the child to education, and with a view to achieving this right progressively, and on the basis of equal opportunity” (UNICEF, 1989). This is just not the case though in some parts of Ethiopia, where all primary education should be compulsory and available to all, and ensure regular attendance is achieved in schools and to reduce dropout rates. This would give equal opportunity to everyone and education becoming inclusive.
 Looking at some of the research of the Ethiopian education system, this does not happen too all the children who live here. Thinking about this, one must ask the question if UNCRC is universal to all children. According to (Edwards, 2015: 69) “The UNCRC is the view of childhood and families which favours an ethnocentric, Western First World perspectives which expects that parent will prioritise education over work and does not recognise the decisions poor families must make around their children’s education and the need for survival”. Not all Ethiopian families can prioritise education over work due to financial issues. This can be connected to the African Charter on the Rights sand Welfare of the Child (ACRWC). The ACRWC was created by a committee of experts through the Organisation of African Unity who thought that the UNCRC excluded specific issues of Africa, “The situation of most African children remains critical due to the unique factors of their socio – economic, cultural, traditional and developmental circumstances, natural disasters, armed conflicts, exploitation and hunger, and on account of the child's physical and mental immaturity he or she needs special safeguards and care” (Ekundayos, 2015). Their article 11 explains the right to education in Africa, where education will include preservation and strengthen the positive African morals, traditional values, and cultures. The government should also provide specific measures in respect of female children, to ensure equal access is available for all sections to have an education. This is considering anything that happens in Africa, there is a system that will support any child to receive an education. Linking it back to the two-education systems Ethiopia have got, with the alternative basic education being there to support these children who find it difficult to attend, or archive in school, due to family, work, or any other commitments, these children will be educated at home under Menelik who says that parents can teach their children to read and write.
Another reason why there is a gender difference within the education system in Ethiopia, is the journey to and from school. According to Gretland, Robinson and Baig (2014) “over a quarter of the population lives four or more kilometres away". Living so far away from a school will take a long time to get there. This will then impact on a delayed time of arriving to school and arriving home from school. This means less time to study and less time for household chores. This will cause stress on families as everyone within a family has their own role and responsibility to do. It is also not safe for young girls to walk alone for that amount of time. There are threats of rape, abduction, or early marriage, which make them vulnerable. Families could rent a home closer to school for their daughters, but that again comes down to a poverty factor. Some families cannot afford to send their children away from home. Then if they are sent away then there is that fear of their children not being safe. It will be an unfamiliar environment, which could affect their learning as well as their confidence. From They risk their lives in Ethiopia (date unknown), it states that children risk their lives every day for an education, in the warm sweltering heat, with no water to drink. There could be a sandstorm at any time, with also no shade to hide from the hot sun. This can be dangerous for children as they could become dehydrated and faint from becoming too hot. This can support what is found in Link Ethiopia by Gretlanmd, Robinson and Baig, that the journey to school is a dangerous one, no matter what problem arises.
To conclude, from the findings and research one has looked at, one can see that household chores are more disruptive to girls’ learning and attending school than it is for boys. The household chores take up most of the girls’ time. This then unfortunately make the girls fall behind in school and not achieve where they want to be. The Ethiopian education policy and the ACRWC and UNCRC is trying to change the perspective on female education. This legislation wants to see equality within the education system in Ethiopia, not only to bring the standards of   learning higher, in literacy and numeracy but to give girls the best opportunity to develop the knowledge, understanding and skills to achieve a purposeful job when they are older. One can also see that poverty has a significant impact on the attendance of children in school and seems to be a contributing factor to the gender gap in education. Families depend on the girls to stay home and carry out the chores, that means that there is less and low-quality jobs available to girls when they are ready to work, and this is because they have not attended school and achieved the skills need to work. The other factor that was discussed was the journey to school. It is suggested that the fear of the journey contributes to the issues of girls not attending school and when looked for other ways to send their daughters to school, the financial difficulty is too much of a burden and worry to be able to allow their daughters to attend school. Just by looking at these few factors and there are a lot more, the gender gap difference in Ethiopia is a big problem.
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