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Portfolio – Revised
Write a reflection piece based on the filmed/audio activity submitted last year in 'Yr Iaith ar Daith 2'.
Last year during the ‘Yr Iaith ar Daith 2’ module, I was tasked with presenting a storybook to a group of pupils whilst out on placement in an English-medium primary school. After much thought and consideration, it was decided that I would present the storybook 'Tedi Twt a'r Twydd' to a group of higher attaining pupils in Year 1. This storybook was specifically selected in an attempt to introduce the pupils in Welsh to the topic of weather. Tedi Twt a'r Twydd was also deemed to be a language appropriate storybook for the pupils within Year 1 with its clear and basic demonstrations of weather phrases and sentence structures. The Tedi Twt books are extremely popular within English-medium primary schools, particularly within the Foundation Phase which is due to the fact that the character of Tedi Twt is used to and associated with introducing simple and basic topics in Welsh to young children. These types of storybooks present the Welsh language to young children in a way which does not appear overwhelming but rather to appeal to them instead. 
Once the story of ‘Tedi Twt a’r Twydd was presented to the pupils, the pupils were then given the opportunity to participate in four activities within a carousel fashion. These four activities that were presented to the pupils in an attempt to consolidate their learning were as follows: use of a roulette wheel, playing a game of pairs, playing a game of snap and matching the correct term to the correct picture card. These activities were designed to resemble card games that the pupils were already familiar with in an attempt to appeal to them. The thoughts behind creating such activities were that by turning games that the pupils were familiar with into weather activities the Welsh language would become embedded in a fun and interactive way. The pupils reacted positively when faced with these activities and appeared engaged at the time. However, when looking back I do not believe that enough Welsh was spoken by myself and believe that had I spoken more perhaps the pupils would have been encouraged to as well.
With the benefit of hindsight, I believe that I could have increased the amount of Welsh that I used throughout the lesson, either through the use of commands, instructions or praise instead of limiting myself to subject-specific vocabulary only. As I re-examined the video with the fresh mindset of a third-year student rather than that of a second-year student which I was when this was recorded, I can immediately see areas for improvement. For instance, when starting the lesson, I ask the pupils ‘who is this?’ whilst pointing to the character of Tedi Twt, instead, I could have asked ‘pwy yw hwn?’ in an attempt to drill and familiarise them better with the Welsh language. Had the pupils not understood the question then I could have repeated it in English. However, they should have first had the chance to do so in Welsh. I also believe that I should have had the pupils repeat after me when introducing them to the different types of weather in order to help familiarise the term and correct any mispronunciation. I am even heard saying ‘well done’ during the video a better sense of praise would have been ‘dda iawn’ or ‘ardderchog’. Simply, I appear to be relying too much on the English language when attempting to teach Welsh. The Welsh language is an important part of the curriculum in Wales; therefore, I need to ensure that I am teaching it to the best of my ability and speaking it as often as I can.
Concerning learning a new language, research has shown that young children are highly more likely to become successful learners if they have a lot of exposure to the new language over a long period of time (Roehr-Brackin and Tellier, 2019). In such a scenario, it is believed that children become much more proficient in the new language over the long term than adults. Yet, if the amount of language that children are exposed to is limited, as in classroom language learning, children become slow learners. This is where implementing incidental Welsh throughout the day would be beneficial. According to Estyn, the use of incidental Welsh is often planned and recorded in the Welsh Language Development mid-term plans. Therefore, in order for it to be beneficial, it must be planned for.  It is important to encourage the flourishment of the Welsh language within children to ensure its survival. The Welsh language has effectively been in decline over the last few decades (Unknown, 2008). Fortunately, however, this changed in the 1990s when the Welsh Government made Welsh a compulsory subject for all pupils in Wales at Key Stages 1, 2 and 3. The Welsh Government continue to attempt to strengthen the subject of Welsh amongst the curriculum in Wales and this reflected in the publications such as Successful Futures (Donaldson, 2015), Cymraeg 2050: A Million Welsh Speakers and the New Curriculum for Wales (2020). Within the New Curriculum, the subject of Welsh is awarded the same status as English as they can now both be found under the Area of Learning titled ‘Languages, Literacy and Communication’. According to the Welsh Government (2020), this new Area of Learning is designed to equip learners, as citizens of a bilingual Wales in a multilingual world, with the ability to use Welsh, English and international languages. This has essentially insured the survival of the Welsh language.
When learning Welsh, the pupils are expected to develop skills in four areas of communication: oracy, reading, writing and wider communication. Together these form the Welsh Language Competency Framework. However, the teacher also needs to work against the competency made by the government for practitioners in order to be made aware of their level of Welsh and what the next steps are to improve. When compared to the Welsh Language Competency Framework for Practitioners, I believe I can be found in the Foundation stage for the four competencies. Meaning that I understand the basics of the language in the competencies that are: reading, writing, oral and listening. With time and a bit more revision I may even find myself in the Intermediate stage for the listening and oral competencies as these are more of my areas of strength in regard to the Welsh language as I have been exposed more to this in the last few years due to living with fluent Welsh speakers at university. As I now have knowledge of what my limitations are with the Welsh language, I can seek to remedy them. During my third year at university, I have found that I have become more confident in my speaking and pronunciation of Welsh words and phrases. This is mainly due to the sessions I had with my university lecture before Christmas; she pushed me to converse more in Welsh. Even when I attempted to revert to English when unsure of the correct wording in Welsh, she encouraged me to speak ‘Wenglish’, a mixture of Welsh and English. This has helped to build my confidence, particularly when I was told that even some fluent Welsh speakers use versions of ‘Wenglish’ occasionally. Since my lectures, I have attempted to partake in conversations in Welsh amongst my flatmates who often praise my attempts and do not make me feel foolish. I also currently continue to use educational apps such as Duolingo and look over old notes and schoolbooks in an attempt to practice the language and keep it fresh in my mind.
To conclude, teaching Welsh is no different from teaching English. Practitioners require a certain amount of knowledge, understanding and skill in order to deliver the teaching of the subject effectively. The Welsh language is considered to be one of the treasures of Wales (Welsh Government, 2017). Therefore, it is vital that practitioners teach it with enthusiasm and to the best of their ability. The Welsh Government has a long-term vision to see the Welsh language thriving, meaning that a certain standard of Welsh must be maintained. From this reflection of the video I filmed within my second year at university, I am now aware of the actions I must take to ensure that I deliver a satisfactory level of the Welsh language to any future pupils which I may have and I believe that the use of more incidental Welsh will help me to accomplish this. In preparation for teaching future Welsh lessons, I have designed two lesson plans which demonstrate how I would proceed with teaching a class within the Foundation Phase Welsh. These lesson plans (which can be found in the appendix) that I have designed are with a particular Year 1 class in mind; in fact, it is in the mind of the class the that appeared in the video. Furthermore, this reflection has proved to beneficial as it has alerted me to my mistakes when delivering a Welsh lesson and has provided me with ideas on what I can do to improve.
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