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Iconic wheel designs
In this piece of writing I will be talking about the history and significance of iconic wheel designs in the motoring industry. “Today, alloy wheels are all but ubiquitous and are used by automobile manufacturers as a key styling feature, often used to differentiate model ranges and equipment specification.” (James Kraus, 2010) Over the years there have been some iconic designs that enthusiasts put above all others for their uniqueness and style, some of which I will talk about below. 
Alloy wheels have been around for longer than most people think. The wire wheels featured on the majority of the public’s interpretation of a ‘classic car’ were used right up until the 1970s. “They (alloy wheels) started becoming popular with the general public in the 1980’s, but were in fact offered sporadically since 1924.” (J. Kraus 2010.) Porsche and Jaguar were leading companies in alloy wheel innovation, which leads me onto my first iconic wheel design, the Porsche Fuchs wheel. This is arguably the most iconic, and recognisable wheel in sports car history. “When Ferdinand Alexander Porsche called for a lightweight, forged alloy wheel to debut on the ’66 (’67 model year) 911S model, he turned to Otto Fuchs for technical assistance.” (Paul, 2017.) This relationship lasted throughout the 70’s and 80’s and became a symbol of performance for the era. Such as the popularity and status, an original set of Fuchs wheels reach high prices when up for sale. “Its legacy still lives on though, with various replicas now available, including Porsche’s own interpretations on the 997 Sport Classic, and the new 991 50 Jähre edition”. (J. Barnett, 2013.) From a historical perspective, this wheel in my opinion is the most iconic and important of the 60s, 70s and 80s. It is great to see a variation as an option on sale today showing Porsche themselves understand and respect the status of this iconic design. 
[image: ]
Photograph by Paul, 2017 
The next iconic wheel to feature comes from a company specialising in bicycle wheels. Campagnolo started designing pedal powered machines but switched to the automotive sector for a brief stint in the 1980s. My chosen Campagnolo design featured on the definitive supercar of the 80s, the Lamborghini Countach. “While Campagnolo is primarily known for their work in manufacturing bicycle components, making wheels, gear sets, and specialized racing bits, they were, for a while, the coolest automotive wheel manufacturer ever.” (B. Brownell, 2018.) The circles within a circle design is immediately recognisable, a sign of iconic status. Historically Lamborghini has been a leader in innovative design and these Campagnolo wheels finish off the Italian supercars look exceptionally. They each complement each other’s attributes. 
[image: ]Photograph by R.M. Sotheby, 2017
[image: ]In the late 80s BMW gave us the very first in a long line of what’s now the go-to sports saloon, the M3. The third generation E46 climaxed with the CSL. (Club Sport Lightweight) This was the first car to feature the now iconic CSL wheel, my third choice, made by BBS. A well-known, well respected manufacturer of alloy wheels with a rich motorsport history. “Often imitated by cheaper replicas, original CSL wheels will have BMW stamped on their face, BBS on the rear and a cut-out for the M sport badge underneath the lug nut holes.” (S. Kennouche, 2015.) As this shows, many have tried to replicate this design, meaning it’s a desirable asset for BMW enthusiasts. The name ‘CSL’ relates back to the 70s sports car, the BMW 3.0 CSL which won many races in period and is loved by fans and enthusiasts alike so bringing a historical name back such as this, states BMW’s intention for this performance car. 
Photograph by O. Hirtenfelder, 2016
Jaguar is the topic of my fourth and final choice, with a rich historical background not only in racing, but road cars too. They were must have objects for the jet setters of the 60s and to this day remain an exclusive British brand. When Jaguar released the E-Type in 1961, it was given the title “most beautiful car in the world” by no other than Enzo Ferrari. They were taken racing in lightweight configuration and were dominant. Steel wheels were the wheel of choice for the E-Type, when many of their competitors were still running wire wheels. This design has become iconic, so much so that Jaguar has built brand new examples of E-Type lightweight’s to sell to lucky owners of a brand new, 60s road racer. “A completely new wheel, solid modelled from new CAD drawings to the original specifications made in lightweight magnesium, using specially commissioned pattern equipment.” (D. Welch, 2018.) The original wheel design has been recreated in lighter magnesium to give a period look using modern materials. Jaguar could have fitted new wheels. Wider, bigger, better. But they chose to stick with the distinctive 60s design, showing the significance of maintaining this iconic wheel design in Jaguars catalogue. 
[image: ] Photograph by J. Cammisa, 2015

My exhibition will be taking place in the Reading room of the Alex University building. This room has plenty of space for visitors at the exhibition, and suitable display areas at the back of the room. The room is also round, which for an exhibition on wheels will give visitors another dimension to consider. The wheels I talk about in my writing will be hung on the display shelves at the back of the room. These are backlit so will show every design cue and shadow, to maximise the full viewing pleasure for guests. Hanging height is also about head height too, so the wheels will be right in your line of vision. My exhibition will also display iconic wheels from the past and present that I haven’t been able to talk about here, such as the Ferrari F40’s wheels, and the 1960’s Ford Mustang’s iconic five spoke design. The Alex room will contain a central feature in the way of a Lamborghini Countach as a visual aid to visitors as they walk into the room. This is a stunning and iconic car and will be the centre of attention in the room. (Refer to Photograph by R.M. Sotheby, 2017.) The lighting in the room will put the Countach in the spotlight. I have made this exhibition to show the historical relevance of timeless designs and the impact they have on today’s cars, and hopefully the selection of items I’m exhibiting prove this to the general public. The objective of the exhibition is to have people leaving thinking the relevance of making something look beautiful should be high on the priority list for everything that requires designing. Whilst all products need to function as their primary task, aesthetics needs to high on the agenda. 
To conclude, my exhibition aims to show iconic wheel designs from different decades to prove just how a wheel can set apart a car from another, and to prove aesthetics should be a priority in modern design. With the help of a Lamborghini Countach in the spotlight, I hope to have people leaving my exhibition thinking about not only car and wheel design, but craftsmanship and the heritage too. 
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