Model 1- Thematic: Minibeasts

”Theme based approaches use a theme to generate
exploration through the eyes of several different
subjects” (Barnes, 2015a, p.69).

(Reception)

Benefits of Thematic Model

Making creative connections throughout the
curriculum can lead to heightened
concentration, self-esteem, school attendance
and even improve pupils social interaction
abilities (Barnes, 2018).

Unifies teaching and learning across the
curriculum and naturally enables pupils to
notice relationships between subjects and builds

Limitations of Thematic Model

their interest (Nurlaela et al. 2018).

Subjects may begin to lose their identity and @
certain aspects may be overlooked (Roth, 2000).
Pupils could lack motivation as the theme
continues due to a loss of interest on the topic
that is connected to everything they do (Wood,
2011).

If a learner misses school it is likely they would
miss an integral aspect of the topic and major
connections (Barnes, 2018).

Danger of poorly planned themes resulting in
weak and vague learning (Roth, 2000).

Limitations of Multi-disciplinary Model

This is an example of the thematic model in
use. The theme used in this scenario is
minibeasts which can be linked to outdoor and

Benefits of Multi-disciplinary Model

Without high quality planning and teacher
subject knowledge the model is unlikely to be
effective (Barnes, 2015a).

No strong links between the subjects involved in
this cross-curricular approach; they are
developed separately and don’t intertwine
(Barnes, 2018).

It is unlikely that every learner will find each
powerful experience engaging (Wood, 2011).
Straightforward model which uses one 0
experience to draw on two or more subjects
separately; less planning for teachers as they
don’t have to find specific connections between
the subjects (Barnes, 2015a).

Progression and tracking within this model
remains fairly simple (Barnes, 2018).
Incorporation of powerful experience is likely to
motivate learners and engage them in the
subjects it connects to (Barnes and Shirley,
2007).

For further information: Barnes, J. (2015a) Cross-Curricular Learning 3-14. 3rd Ed. London: SAGE Publications Ltd.
Donaldson, G. (2015) Successful futures: Independent review of curriculum and
assessment arrangements in Wales. Wales: Welsh Government.

Hayes, D. (2010) ‘The seductive charms of a cross-curricular approach’, Education 3-13,

38(4), pp. 381-387.
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Literacy as a cross-curricular responsibility will be embedded throughout every area for learning and experience (AOLE)
whenever appropriate. The aim is to develop pupils knowledge and understanding alongside every aspect of the
curriculum rather than within the contained barrier of its allocated subject area: language, literacy and communication

Art Create a clay ladybug, consider shapes forest school activities. (Welsh Government, 2019c). It is suggested that the ability to fully comprehend and demonstrate the application of
(Ladybug) and count its features. SKILLS: L- develop - I literacy skills comes from acquiring a rich and meaningful understanding of its components by having opportunities to
new words, phrases and sentences. N- use The thematic model should begin with a (,'I’DSS— C”"I’IC” ”m explore, enquire, explain and evaluate at every opportunity (Donaldson, 2015).
checking S"la‘eg'esr “;]““‘ “p;° 10 reliably. relevant theme in order to base numerous ¥
Drama A(‘:t ,as s W 9 =S t(? rew subjects around; this model, unlike many
(Role Play) minibeasts to their right habitat. SKILLS: th I to i t
L- talk from experience, share info, contribute © .ers, A OV SRICOIMBLORINCOUPOTELERIUIMELOUS Digital b . A ingl i ithi d d li I he i £ child ol i
o Y - i, subjects rather than two or three (Barnes, igita .competence is becoming increasingly signi !cant within our day to day lives as well as the lives of chi Iren; .tIS
classify objects. N- Transfer maths skills (sort & 2015a). becoming an essential requirement within education and the workplace (Donaldson, 2015). As a result of this, digital
classify) to classroom activities. competence has been allocated as a cross-curricular responsibility aimed at ensuring pupils are taught in a complete and
Science Hunt for minibeasts and create (Zsokl”;f’\i;fe‘::;eg;i/”e‘i;?n‘é‘ﬁ'52’;);590;)””me”t 2015; Welsh Government, connected way rather than tokenistic teaching due to lack of teacher confidence or knowledge (Welsh Government,
(Hunt & pictogram of "_Vhat g fOU“_d- d 2019c; Barnes, 2015a). Digital competence, collaboration, critical thinking and communication are critical 21t century
Pictogram) :gglieﬁiaia::g i‘:ba‘:fit;g::?:\epzifs'cézgram’ skills which are growing in demand (World Economic Forum, 2015; World Economic Forum, 2018). _ l
digital work as well as saving a file. c',oss- C”r’,lc” ”m
N- present work and represent collected data,
tand classify, d collections. a ? ] : . :
Geography Zraagla::?;r:q;;:i:mciiif)ce::fs found in Numeracy is a fundamental part of modern life, ranging from the use of simple arithmetic to more advanced data-
(@0 bare) Wales to a country of pupils choice. handling (Donaldson, 2015). One main intention of the cross-curricular responsibility is to consolidate each child’s
P SKILLS: L- Ask questions. DC- Explore image understanding of numbers and reinforce their use in differing situations, which is exemplified by linking numeracy with
based websites. Interpret data and make as many topics across the curriculum as possible (Welsh Government, 2019c). Real-life context could also be applied to
ORI, help investigate different mathematical concepts. Additionally, numeracy help give learners opportunities to develop
Music gt WERTeike caedh miiiees: c / I wider skills, such as critical thinking, problem solving, creativity, innovation as well as planning and organisation which
(Imagine) make/ remind you of. Use instruments. ,,038_ e””',lc” ”m ¥ + ) 4 4 1 >
g : ) J L are essential 215t century skills (Welsh Government, 2019d; World Economic Forum, 2015).
SKILLS: L- exchange ideas. DC- record work. Diagram adapted from Barnes (2015a, p. 70)
L-Literacy N-Numeracy DC- Digital Competence Incorporating Cross-curricular Responsibilities in the Foundation Phase L-Literacy N-Numeracy DC- Digital Competence

Diagram adapted from Barnes (2015a, p. 71)

Benefits of cross-curricular teaching and learnin o Model 2- Multi-disciplinary: Castles (Year 2)
) K i Subject Improved Subject z —— P : =
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Although certain subjects link together naturally, e.g. Science and DT, with interesting information regarding the castle and a solution, gather and record data from lists
tenuous links are often made; when this happens learning is more its previous occupants. and tables.
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progression within the area of learning (Laurie, 2011). to, as a result, increasing their interest (Barnes, 2018). U Y.nay

There is a danger of teaching and learning becoming superficial,
resulting in a lack of in depth exploration of subjects (Laurie, 2011).

(Skills discussed link to Welsh Government 2015; Welsh Government,

2019a; Welsh Government 2019b)

periods of the local castle. SKILLS:
L- Use appropriate language, contribute to
discussion.
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