[bookmark: _Hlk533361198][bookmark: _Hlk529031568][bookmark: _Hlk530311412]Undergraduate assignment feedback form
[image: TSD_logo2010]

	Student Name: 
Saija Toth

	HPEN5003
[bookmark: _GoBack]Seventeenth-century Literature
The Unities and Dualities
 
	Student number:
1602061

	

	For completion by marker:
Comments:









	Marker’s signature:
	Date:

	Provisional mark: 
NB.  All marks are provisional until confirmed by the final examination board. 



‘The true justification of the ways of God to men in Paradise Lost consists in Milton’s argument that virtue can only be achieved by struggle, that the Fall was inevitable because a passive and ignorant virtue cannot release the true potentialities of human greatness.’ To what extent do you agree that Milton strives to reinforce this view of human virtue and of God’s providential scheme? In your answer make close reference to the text of Milton’s poem.


Introduction
In order to investigate this essay question, I am going to focus on God’s defence speech in Milton’s Paradise Lost. How did John Milton perceive the whole process that led to the loss of innocence and Adam and Eve being expelled from Paradise? What kind of significances does he give to the fall of man and its consequences? What were the reasons for Eve’s disobedience, why did she break the only rule in Paradise given by God? The characters and psychologies of Satan and Eve will be considered and I am going to explore what could have motivated their actions mainly based on what Milton writes in “the true justification the ways of God to men”.  
I will also touch upon the politics of the time and discuss their possible influence on Milton’s writing. I will further explore why it might be that Milton sees it necessary to argue on behalf of God and make his (God’s) case. Despite all evil and sin, Milton seems to believe that ultimately God’s plan is intact and all will be well in heavens and earth under the rule of God Almighty. I am going to look for clues in Paradise Lost that could confirm or not that view.
I will also consider the Puritan Revolution that inspired several Calvinist writers to air their views against the previous political and religious systems. Calvinists opposed against the tyrannical royalist reign of Charles the First.  They justified the removal and execution of the King in their writings. Calvinists also declared the need for greater protection of the people’s rights and expressed their beliefs of the necessity of a purified religion. 
John Milton himself was deeply disappointed in revolution and how the republican rule turned out to be no better than the previous reign, ruled by Charles the first. Milton is also concerned about the growing atheism in the country, and that might have been one of the influences that made him emphasise justifying God and His actions in Paradise Lost.
[footnoteRef:1]“What in me is dark [1:  Milton, John. Paradise Lost Book 1 verse 22-26 p.3] 

Illumine what is low and raise and support;
That to the height of this great argument
I may assert the eternal providence
And justify the ways of God to men” ( book1, 22 -26)

Some facts about Milton and Paradise Lost

John Milton was born 9th of December in 1608 and died in 1674 when he was 66 years old. 
His first writing, a psalm, was published when he was only sixteen.
Milton both studied and travelled a lot in his early years. He mastered several languages and was writing in English, Italian, Latin and also in Greek. 
Fundamental for John Milton was his desire for freedom. This desire influenced the style of his writing, and he was the first to write in free verse apart from theatre or translations. His talent for languages allowed him to discover words in Latin that did not exist in English and he introduced new words to the English language 

Milton composed his major work Paradise Lost in blank verse when he was blind. When the first edition was published in 1664, Milton lived an impoverished life. The second edition was published ten years later with minor editions. Being blind Milton dictated the whole epic poem verse by verse to his employed aids. How much his blindness might have affected the content is anybody’s guess as are the arguments concerning his despair of failed Revolution and how Paradise Lost can partly be read as analogous to that Revolution. 

More about context
When John Milton first was contemplating to write, what later became known as Paradise Lost, he was considering writing it as an epic drama. In its final poetic form, we can still see traces of that intention, but the form he has chosen for this massive classical epos is poetic verse, and as such, it is a true testimony of the unique genius of the man, John Milton.
Paradise Lost is Milton’s most famous work that continues fascinating people through centuries.  The text is deeply religious and full of references to the Bible but his interpretation of events in Genesis are challenging and new, and his portrait of Satan is radical. Milton might have felt convinced of his faith as a Protestant Christian, but he did not necessarily agree with all the different views that were given voice under cover of Protestantism.
Particularly Milton’s anti-Calvinist stance was very countercultural in Puritan tradition. In this enormous quest, that Paradise Lost really is, Milton argues that human reason is designed for a human to be able to understand God’s will and choose accordingly. The distance between angels and humans is not incomprehensible huge and angels, because of the gift of free will, had a choice and thereby could be tempted not to choose to follow God’s will and order. Also, a gap between man and woman is challenged since both, Eve and Adam are free individuals, capable for a reason and thereby responsible for the consequences of their choice. 
The Calvinistic idea of the predestined outcome of who will be saved and who not made the whole concept of free will invalid and Milton did not subscribe to that at all. Through the whole God’s monologue, the central theme is how can free will, where choice cannot be predetermined, exist in the same universe as all-knowing, all-seeing God who is omnipotent and omniscience; God who knows the outcome and the suffering that follows and yet will not interfere?
Paradise Lost is a religious poem and a Christian poem, and it also seems to respond to some difficulties found within Christianity at that time, particularly in considering many divisions within Christianity as well as to the growing popularity of atheism with the rise of sciences. In the 17th century France atheism was gaining ground in literary circles and also amongst people involved politics and judicial and social issues.
[footnoteRef:2]“in France in the early seventeenth century, atheism became the focus of not only a whole body of literature, but also political measures, judicial sentences, and social precautions.” [2:  Donnelly, P J. Milton’s Scriptural Reasoning: Narrative And Protestant Toleration, p.157] 

Also in England, there were concerns about failure in religion and Gavin Hyman gives voice to this by writing 
[footnoteRef:3]“at the outset of modernity, minds in England and France are beginning to be afflicted and plagued with doubts, (and) the term “atheism” is being used here [in the seventeenth century] more in the manner of an accusation, a term of abuse.” [3:  Donnelly, P J. Milton’s Scriptural Reasoning: Narrative And Protestant Toleration,p.162] 

Milton takes a similar stance in response to the idea of atheism. In Book I, Milton mentions the story of Eli, a priest whose profligate sons lay with the women that assembled at the door of the tabernacle; 
[footnoteRef:4]‘when the priest  [4:  Milton, John. Book 1 verse 494-496, p.20] 

Turns atheist, as did Eli’s sons, who filled 
With lust and violence the house of God’ 
Milton clearly disapproves atheism and tells how Eli’s house is doomed because of the acts of sons.  Milton was Liberal and believed in freedom but with that freedom comes greater accountability; Milton was definitely not a libertarian or a hedonistic type of person. He believed that free will was given so that a person independently could choose to follow the will of God.
In the 17th century, England times were turbulent in 17th century England. Milton was a Republican and heavily engaged in politics. He acknowledges, without a doubt, the omnipotent power of the Almighty God, but was in absolute disagreement of any such a power given to sons and daughters of men, Kings or Queens. Inherited power to rule (by blood) was an absurd concept to him and could easily lead to tyranny as history had so many times witnessed.
Several scholars have written about parallels with the events in Paradise Lost and the politics of the time.I would suggest that since Milton belived that absolute power that only belongs to God these parallels halt somewhat. Satan’s rebellion against God gives birth to the Evil, Sin and Hell – The English civil war and the rebellion led by Cornwall was against the tyranny of Charles the first. These two rebellions hardly seem comparable and to equate Satan either with Charles I or Cornwall does not seem to hold.
The Republican rule did not turn out to be less tyrannical, and after a very short period, the return of the king was more or less agreed to. This was a great disappointment to Milton whose republican visions were close to Democratic ideals that begun to win ground much later.


Milton’s (God’s) argument

Throughout his life, Milton was driven by fundamental and profound spiritual questions about the human part in God’s plan and why it was essential that human beings were given the free will.  
If God is all seeing and all knowing, omnipotent in all ways, he must have known that a human, first Eve and then Adam tempted by Eve, will fail to follow his one command. By the same token, God must have known that some of the angels will rebel and want to have more of autonomy in heavens since they also were granted the free will.
It cannot be predestined since that would cancel the function of the free will and yet it must have been known to God that all this would happen, and it would lead to the fall from Paradise. If God, as Milton firmly believed, is all seeing all knowing, why did he let this happen, for what godly purpose could this serve? Why was it inevitable?
Milton argues that human virtue has no validity unless it is freely chosen. In both cases, angels and humans, there is a risk since free choice cannot be controlled. With this freedom also follows a stronger sense of self, using a later terminology, sense of an ego or ego identity.
When Eve sees her own reflection (like Narcissus) on a bond and feels attracted to her own beauty she externalises herself and both creates distance between her inner being and her identity, the ego that she now begins to identify with, but her ego also becomes a tool she can learn to use to manipulate and gain power. By the same token, she herself becomes more subjectable for manipulation, through her new-found vanity as an example — the birth of the Ego, loss of innocence.
[footnoteRef:5]“Bending to look at me: I started back [5:  Milton, John, Book 4, verse 463-468, p.85] 

It started back, but pleased I soon returned,
Pleased It returned as soon with answering looks
Of sympathy and love; there I had fixed
Mine eyes till now, and pined with vain desire,
Had not voice thus warned me, What thou seest,
What there thou seest fair creature is thyself” 

Satan’s storyline seems similar to that of humans. He is one of the most charismatic and powerful Archangels in heavens and does not only want to serve God’s will any longer but practise more his own. He is the first being to be corrupted by his obsession with power, which stems from his free will. He manages to recruit several angels, some high some lower to this course and the battle of heavens takes place. Sin is born, and so is Hell.  Fundamental to this ethical enigma is the free will.  
[footnoteRef:6]“He and his faithless progeny: whose fault? [6:  Milton, John, Book 3, verse 95-102, p.55] 

Whose but his own? Ingrate, he had of me
All he could have; I made him just and right,
Sufficient to have stood, though free to fall.
Such I created all th’ ethereal Powers
And Spirits, both them who stood and them who failed;
Freely they stood who stood, and fell who fell”  

According to Milton Adam and Eve would have continued to develop in Paradise and if they had not disobeyed God, their journey would just have been very different. Their proposition in that scenario was to gradually become more angel like more refined, less physical. The freedom of choice could exist without loss of innocence and choice was always theirs. This possibility might be there again in the future. 
[footnoteRef:7]Time may come when men [7:  Milton, John. Book 5 verse 493-501 p.114] 

With Angels may participate, and find
No inconvenient diet, not too light fare:
And for these corporal nutriments perhaps
Your bodies may at last all turn to spirit,
Improved by trac of time, and winged ascent
Ethereal, as we, or may at choice
Here or in heavenly paradises dwell;
If ye be found obedient,”

In God’s defence, Milton makes the argument that the fall from Paradise was in fact inevitable. The virtue that is challenged and tested is stronger than the virtue that has never faced those challenges. God needs to know that a human would choose, even in the face of greatest opposition, God’s will, unquestioned. What God needs from a human is self-chosen unconditional surrender to God’s will. Without fall, sin and temptations including all the suffering and pain, including many lost souls, God would not know that what he is getting is indelible, unbreakable.
Milton also visions in Paradise Lost That God already knew humans would abandon their godly ways, and he was prepared to sacrifice his only son to rescue the human race.

[footnoteRef:8]“Man shall not quite be lost, but saved who will, [8:  Milton, John. Book 3 verse 174-178 p.57] 

Yet not of will in him, but grace in me
Freely vouchsafed; once more I will renew
His lapsed powers, though forfeit and enthralled
By sin to foul exorbitant desires;
Upheld by me, yet once more he shall stand
On even ground against his mortal foe” 

So free will is vital, but God knows that the will of a human is not enough to save him. He needs to suffer the consequences of the fall, to practise his will and fail. To use his God-given ability to reason and let that to lead him to see the will of God. Yet God knows that it will not be enough because of the inherent weakness, sin. God will have mercy for human and let his only son to be crucified so that human can be resurrected and given eternal life. 
Thus Milton also emphasises that mankind did fall because God allowed humankind to have a free will, but God has no responsibility in the matter although he knew the outcome.

[footnoteRef:9]“Their own revolt not I: If I foreknew, [9:  Milton, John. Book 3, verse 117-119, p.55] 

Foreknowledge had no influence on their fault,
Which had no less proved certain unforeknown” 

Few lines later God explains further how integral this freedom is for the whole structure and if that would be changed, then everything would change.
  
[footnoteRef:10]“I formed them free and free they must remain, [10:  Milton, John. Book 3, verse 124-128, p.55] 

Till they enthrall themselves: I else must change 
Their nature, and revoke the high degree
Unchangeable, Eternal, which ordained 
Their freedom, They themselves ordained their Fall “

God sacrifices his own son, Jesus Christ, to offer salvation for the human race. Christ’s offering of himself is emphasised as the greatest act of love.

[footnoteRef:11]“Beyond compare the son of God was seen [11:  Milton, John. Book 3, verse 138-142, p.56 ] 

Most glorious, in him all his Father shone
Substantially expressed, and in his face
Divine compassion visibly appeared,
Love without end, and without messure grace,” (138 – 142 p.56)

Milton does emphasise God’s love for humankind when he provides man with free will, knowing already that it will lead to the greatest sacrifice needing to be made. John Milton argues that this sacrifice proves God’s mercy and benevolence and is a lasting testimony of his omnipotence where the offer of redemption despite man’s fall – the whole of it is already known is integrated into the into the human story including the crucifixion of Jesus. 

[footnoteRef:12]“unfold‘sole complacence!’ and for mankind does he ‘spare   [12:  Milton, John. Book 3 verse 276-280, p.69] 

Thee from my bosom and right hand, to save,  
By losing thee a while, the whole race lost’  

It seems that humans when in Paradise, were young in their early stages, newly created and therefore could be forgiven and rescued as time moved on. God’s mercy does not apply to angels who were powerful beings close to God and already eternal; they should have known better. They are fully responsible, and the blame is theirs, especially Satan, one of the brightest once.

Conclusion
One of Milton’s goals in writing Paradise Lost was to “justify the ways of God to men” for his seventeenth-century Protestant audience. He wanted to prove, deeply and profoundly, how the human free will and God’s divine foreknowledge of the fall and the following, inevitable human suffering can all exist together and are in fact interdependent and bear evidence of God’s goodness. God’s speech in Book III is designed to make an indelible argument declaring God’s justice and very longterm planning where everything has its place and function and works in Godly purpose.
Angels also were granted free will, and they too misused that freedom and rebelled against God and God’s order. This caused consequences and changed the whole human deal. Those fallen angels, being already very high beings, should have known better and could therefore not be forgiven.
[footnoteRef:13]“The first sort by their own succession fell, [13:  Milton, John. Book 3 verse 128-134, p.56] 

Self tempted, self depraved: man falls deceived
By the other first: man therefore shall find grace,
The other none: in mercy and justice both,
Through Heav’n and earth, so shall my glory excel,
But mercy first and last shall brightest shine”

Milton is sincerely questioning if the virtue that has not been tested would have the same value for God. He seems to suggest that God is opportunistic and since because of the free will the outcome was not given (although God is omniscience), then every outcome was a different opportunity for God and for a human.
The enigmatic “free will” was absolutely vital for God’s plan; not even God could interfere with that. Therefore, it follows that human life cannot be predetermined or pre-destined. There Milton was in complete opposition to the Calvinistic view claiming that even those who will be saved and who will not, would have been decided before the beginning of time. According to that view, there was nothing an individual could do to influence that outcome. Milton’s God is very clear that freedom of will is fundamental for God’s purpose for the human part and can never be compromised. Even Satan, in his mission to convince Eve to break God’s one rule and eat from the Tree of Knowledge, is allowed to persuade by speech but not to use force. 
John Milton’s God was infinite, eternal, omnipresent, omnipotent, and omniscient and Milton believed that humanity fell by its own free will but that God both created the circumstances, and foreknew, that fall from Paradise would take place. The contradictions in these beliefs, the all-powerful God knowing past present and future and humanity having free will which means that their choices will affect the outcome are mind stretching.  God had divine foreknowledge of the fall and humanity fell for temptations that would lead to endless suffering. The human race would now have in itself an inherent weakness for temptations, for sin. God knew that human will would never be strong enough to overcome the lure of temptation and salvation was the only way for a human to gain eternal life. Salvation could only happen by God making the greatest sacrifice possible, so God had to sacrifice his only son Jesus Christ to save the human.
In our current time where concepts from science and quantum physics, ideas of multiverses and many possible futures that exist simultaneously begin to filter into our perception about creation (especially younger generations are fascinated of these concepts as they apply in fantasy literature and role plays) this dilemma of free will and all-knowing God is not impossible. If all was known to God and yet human has every moment freedom to choose, and that choice will influence the outcome, it seems to suggest that there are many possible futures all known to God who is not limited by the concept of linear time. 
Maybe these were perceptions that Milton was reaching for, long before his time - a creation where dualities and oneness are not a contradiction?
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