World War I: Events and Context
1882
Nietzache: ‘God is dead and we have killed him. How shall we comfort ourselves we who are the greatest murderers of all.’ (The Gay Science)
1900
Freud The Interpretation of Dreams
1901
Death of Queen Victoria
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1912
First volume of Georgian Poetry (form/content and meaning) 

… And laughs the immortal river still 
Under the mill, under the mill? 
Say, is there Beauty yet to find? 
And Certainty? and Quiet kind? 
Deep meadows yet, for to forget 
The lies, and truths, and pain?...oh! yet 
Stands the Church clock at ten to three? 
And is there honey still for tea? (Rupert Brooke: The Old Vicarage, Grantchester)
1914  
June Archduke Ferdinand assassinated in Sarajevo; Austria-Hungary declares war on Serbia. (Nationalism v expediency; Liberty v European Dynastic War) 
Aug. Germany declares war on Russia and France; British fleet mobilizes;; France declares war on Germany; Germany declares war on Belgium; Great Britain sends Belgium neutrality ultimatum to Germany; British army mobilized and state of war between Great Britain and Germany is declared. President Wilson of US issues neutrality proclamation. 

Japan sends ultimatum to Germany to withdraw from Japanese and Chinese waters and evacuate Kiaochow;  Japan declares war on Germany; Russia victorious in battles in East Prussia. 

British win naval battle over German fleet near Helgoland. (Britain as Naval power)

Sept. Germans cross Marne; bombs dropped on Paris; Turkish army mobilized; Zeppelins drop bombs on Antwerp. 

Dec. German cruisers bombard Scarborough, Hartlepool, and Whitby, killing fifty or more persons; Austrians said to have lost upwards of 100,000 men in Serbian defeat. 

 
1915  
Jan. British battleship Formidable sunk; British win naval battle in North Sea. 

Feb.  German blockade of English and French coasts. 

March British battleships Irresistible and Ocean and French battleship Bouvet sunk in Dardanelles strait. 

 March Allies land troops on Gallipoli peninsula. 

April --- Battle of Ypres 


May The Liner Lusltania torpedoed and sunk by German submarine off the coast of Ireland with the loss of more than 1 000 lives. 102 Americans. 

Sept. German air raid on London, killing twenty and wounding 100 
Dec. British retreat from near Bagdad.; Sir John Douglas Haig succeeds Sir John French as Chief of English armies on Western  Front. 
1916  
Jan. British evacuate Gallipoli peninsula. 

 April insurrection in Dublin. 

May Battle of Jutland 

June Lord Kitchener lost with cruiser Hampshire. 

July British and French begin great offensive on the Somme.: British Army suffers 60,000 casualties on first day; by the end of the battles around the Somme historians estimate 1.5 million deaths on all sides – total war deaths estimated at 25 million)

Aug. German submarines sink British light cruisers Nottingham and Falmouth. 

Sept. British use of "tanks." 


Dec.  David Lloyd George ( PM. 

 
1917 
Jan. Germany announces unrestricted submarine warfare. 
March Tzar Nicholas of Russia abdicates (War and social revolution).

April US declares war on Germany; British defeat Germans at Vimy Ridge and take 6,000 prisoners

I am making this statement as an act of wilful defiance of military authority because I believe that the war is being deliberately prolonged by those who have the power to end it. I am a soldier, convinced that I am acting on behalf of soldiers. I believe that the war upon which I entered as a war of defence and liberation has now become a war of agression and conquest. I believe that the purposes for which I and my fellow soldiers entered upon this war should have been so clearly stated as to have made it impossible to change them and that had this been done the objects which actuated us would now be attainable by negotiation.

I have seen and endured the sufferings of the troops and I can no longer be a party to prolonging these sufferings for ends which I believe to be evil and unjust. I am not protesting against the conduct of the war, but against the political errors and insincerities for which the fighting men are being sacrificed.

On behalf of those who are suffering now, I make this protest against the deception which is being practised upon them; also I believe it may help to destroy the callous complacency with which the majority of those at home regard the continuance of agonies which they do not share and which they have not enough imagination to realise.  (Siegfried Sassoon Finished with the War: A Soldier’s Declaration) --- SS is invalided out of war with shell-shock --- meets Wilfred Owen whilst being treated)
Sept. Russia proclaims new republic by order of Premier Kerensky. Gen. Haig advances through German lines at Ypres --- Battle of Passchendaele. (140,000 British casualties)
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1918 
March Peace Treaty between Revolutionary Russia and Germany

April Germans take 10000 British prisoners in Flanders. 
 
May Germans begin ‘push’ on west front; gain five miles. 

July General Foch launches allied offensive, with French, American, British, Italian and Belgian troops. 

Sept. Allies hold 250 mile line, from North sea to Verdun. And Allies Hindenburg line.  Begins a series of military victories.

 Nov. Allied peace terms are sent to Germany; Kaiser Wilhelm abdicates and crown prince renounces throne; social unrest in Germany. 

 Nov. 11 Germany signs armistice, ending war. 
