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Introduction
According to the Royal College of Speech and Language Therapist there has been an increase in speech, language and Communication difficulties. With 1.8% of speech, language and communication difficulties linked with special needs such as autism and cerebral palsy with a further 7 % being five-year-olds with poor speech and language impairment. Which works out that a reception class will have two to three children with communication difficulties. It is very important that a child has good communication to be able to develop socially and educationally. If they have difficulty then they will be sure to be held back in school (The school run, 2021).
This research portfolio looks at a learner (Child A) and their literacy programme and resources that are used to support them with their speech and language difficulties. It also looks at the theoretical framework, speech and language barries, what support can be provided, the theorists B F Skinner and Noam Chomsky what their theories provide educational settings and how they are used. And finishes with a brief history into a profession that has over the years become very important in the medical and educational settings and of which we could not do without.











Learner and Literacy Resource/Programme
Child A is a young boy who is in the foundation phase, he turned five in the Spring and is one of five children, having three older siblings and one baby sibling child A lives in a very busy home. His spoken language is English and has no other specific learning difficulties. Child A was referred to the Speech and Language Therapist as it was recognised by his parents and teaching staff that he was having difficulty pronouncing some of his words correctly and was unable to formulate full sentences using connecting words. As the beginning of the new school year was in the middle of the Coronavirus Pandemic it was not allowed for a Speech and Language Therapist to visit the school, so a virtual assessment was done instead, the assessment was carried out on Microsoft Teams by the Speech and Language Therapist, child A’s mother was also present. During the assessment child A responded well to the SLT and willingly completed the assessment, only now and then looking for support from his mother. Child A demonstrated that he had difficulty sounding out longer sounds which included ‘s’, ‘z’, and ‘sh’.as ‘t’ and ‘d’ this is known as stopping, for example instead of ‘sun it is dun’ or sheep becomes deep. he also has difficulty consistently producing the sounds ‘k’ and ‘g’ as well as a few other letters, another difficulty was that child A was unable to extend his sentences and responses, so the Speech and Language Therapist presented some verb action pictures to support child A build up his sentences. Child A’s speech and language development is common as there are many young boys that have language development delay. Young boys are often more delayed in their language development compared to young girls, on average girls pick up language sooner than boys. This gender differences do not just happen in the Uk it occurs in many other languages and cultures. Having delayed language development is known as ‘Language Emergence’ or a more popular description ‘Late Talkers’. Around 2.5-3 boys for every one girl have language emergence, girls tend to stay ahead until about the age of six years old, however, this gap does close by the age of nine years Wilder, (2008). 
The Speech and Language Therapist decided that child A was to receive a block of therapy, over a period of seven weeks either with themselves or their assistant. which will be held once a week, virtually over Microsoft Teams (See Appendix A), as well as sessions in school with the teaching assistant. The teaching assistant that supports child A has had Elkan training, an intense course of high-quality training for teaching staff so that they can support their children who have poor Speech, Language and Communication Needs (SLCN). The training provides affective strategies, resources and skills that will motivate children with effective speaking and listening skills Reed, (2020).




















Evidence of Observation

The therapy is to support child A in his production of the speech sounds that he has difficulties with, as well as his use of full sentences. A Speech and Language Therapy home schoolbook has been provided this includes resources such as pictures, activities and exercises. Targets are set for child A which we record after each session whether the target has been met including the date, activity that we used during the session and any comments (see Appendix B). However, after starting child A’s therapy back in early November it was soon put on hold when Wales went into lockdown after the Christmas holidays where we closed until after February half term. This disruption had a huge impact on child A’s therapy as when we started, we were using strategies mainly focusing on the letter sound ‘s’ at the beginning of the word, sadly over three months after starting, child A is still working on the same sound. Nevertheless, child A is continuing to progress and is still concentrating on pronouncing the sound ‘s’ at the start and end of words. Activities such as sounding out the word ‘s’ using a picture of a snake like S then connecting pictures that represent other sounds like a picture of a mouse to form the sounds ‘ee’ (see Appendix C). The sessions with both the teaching assistant and virtual with the Speech and Language Therapist are going well, and child A is now able to have his home schoolbook filled in weekly (see Appendix D). With positive feedback in the comments as well as to his parents.
 Child A has also started to learn to form full sentences using nouns and verbs, with the use of visual aids such as pictures (see Appendix E). For example, you could have a picture of a man standing, child A then needs to say who is in the picture and what they are doing. However, child A will say “man standing” so the teaching assistant or Speech and Language Therapist will then have to respond by explaining to child A that he must start the sentence with ‘The’ and use the connecting word ‘Is’ to make a full sentence that makes sense, ‘The man is standing’. By continuing to prompt child, A he can eventually start to use the two words with other pictures such as, ‘The boy is running’, and so on. Eventually progressing on so that child A will be able to add another connecting word and an action or object to the sentences such as, ‘The boy is eating a biscuit’. The next stage with his sounds has recently been introduced is to use exercises which helps child A in pronouncing the sound ‘c’ which involves holding down his tongue while he says the sound, so that the sound comes from the back of the mouth rather than the front. 
After the seven weeks programme the Speech and Language Teacher will finish seeing child A, sessions in school will continue and a record of his sessions recorded in writing so that his ongoing progress can be submitted to the Speech and Language Therapist for further evaluation. Child A will not be signed off until both Speech and Language Therapist and his parents are satisfied with child A’s speech and language, which could take between a few months to a few years. Child A will have to continue his therapy at home whenever possible especially through the school holidays. 















                                       Speech and Language
(Theoretical Framework)
Being able to communicate with our family and friends is one of the most important skill we will ever learn (CBeebies, 2021). For young children having speech and language skills is crucial to their development, to communicate effectively and pronounce your words clearly Walker (2019). From a very early age children learn to communicate through babbling and crying, looking at others and mimicking what they do. Eventually using words to vocalise their needs for attention off family members (Kent Community Trust, no date). Being able to put sounds together, children firstly, need to beware on how to make the sounds. Speech comes from making these sounds by using different parts of the mouth such as your, tongue, lips and other perils of the mouth. Before the age of three years old mistakes in making the correct sound is perfectly normal however, by the time children reach that important milestone of starting school then they should be clear in their speech and to be understood by their teachers and peers (Raising Children, 2020). 
Starting school is one of the most important milestones in a young child’s life and is a platform in their language development. Young children spend a great deal of time in their school around their peers and teachers. This stage in their lives is when they will learn to develop physically and mentally, school is where they will learn different skills and being able to communicate and be understood is their foundation to grow and develop their literacy skills which then improves their overall education and to form relationships (Kent Community Trust, no date). However, over the years it has been reported that there are more than a quarter of children starting early years school with poor speech and language and communication skills Walker, (2019). With many growing concerns of how many children struggle to put a full sentence together Crerar, (2018). One of the main concerns for this is that children are spending too much time in front of screens, adding to this report is that children who still have a poor vocabulary at the age of five years old will find it a lot harder to find employment by the time they reach their thirties unlike children who at five years old had better vocabulary Crerar, (2018). In other respects, research done in 2016 by Save the Children, found that nearly eight in ten reception teachers in Wales stated “that they are concerned of the increase in children starting schools with delayed speech and language and unable to form a full sentence”, they are falling behind their peers and other subjects such as maths but most significantly they struggle with their social skills and building relationships which can course an impact to their behaviour. The research continued to find that 79% of the teachers agreed that the children who lived in poverty had a higher level of poor speech and language, agreeing that poverty is very damaging to children’s development. (Turn2us, 2016).
Whether children come from a deprived home, or from a working family where both parents are working full time, children will continue to develop, how this is done is down to the parents or carers. With easy access to modern technology and social media it is easier for parents to place their child in front of a screen rather then find other ways to develop their skills which will encourage their speech and language. Behaviourists believe that language is learnt from copying adults from imitation and reinforcement from their parents or other family members. This is known as operant conditioning; this theory believes that children are conditioned by their environment and the reinforcement of their communication DeBenedictis, (no, date). B.F Skinner was the theorist behind operant conditioning and believed that the theory can be applied to speech and language, and that language is just another behaviour. Operant conditioning is a set of verbal behaviours learnt through operant conditioning with the method that changing the behaviour, for a desired behaviour if reinforced immediately after it occurs. Language is learnt DeBenedictis, (no, date). however, children’s language cannot be conditioned if their parents are not around for them to imitate and then to be corrected and reinforced, if they are being put in front of a screen or a game console, so parents can go to work or because parents themselves are not educated so find it difficult with their own reading and language skills to be able to support thier children in developing their speech and language skills. 
Whereas Skinner was the earliest scientific explanations of language development acquisition it was soon heavily criticized by the theorist Noam Chomsky who to date is known as the leading and most famous linguist Lemetyinen, (2012). In the 1960’s the Structuralist theorist Noam Chomsky critiqued B, F Skinner's book on language acquisition, ‘Verbal Behaviour’. He did not agree that language can simply be learnt through reinforcement and stated, “there must be some innate structure or genetic component that helps humans acquire language” McGarrity, (2012). Chomsky believed that children learn language to quickly and to remarkable that it cannot be explained by reinforcement, he went on to explain that if children learnt language entirely through reinforcement, then it would take a lot longer than the two years in which it takes for children to understand just the basic structure of their first language Mclead, (2018).
The Nativist theory is another approach to language development, this theory is based on biologically. The theorist Noam Chomsky is associated with Nativist and believes that children’s language is innate, that it is genetically transmitted, meaning that a new-born baby is “prewired” for language acquisition. Nativistic theory believes that a child would need to look at having therapy if they are not using certain language that is appropriate for their age, as they have not acquired them naturally DeBenedictis, (no, date).
A Speech Language Therapist is a qualified professional person who helps people mainly with communication problems, however, they can provide support with other difficulties such as eating, chewing and swallowing and working closely with patients who have had a stroke, head injuries, dementia, cancer and deafness. Speech and Language Therapist or SLTs as they are referred to have two separate services for adults and children (British Heart Foundation, no date). SLTS have been training since the 19th century with departments for speech therapy were set up in hospitals in London and by 1928 education training started in Glasgow, which then officially became the Glasgow school of speech therapy. After World War two collages for speech language were formed across the Uk with a three-year qualification needed to be employed by education authorities, hospitals and specialist schools. With the main College of Speech Therapy being established in 1945.There were two different organisation that represented SLTs which were the ‘The Association of Speech Therapists’ which represented the artistic group and then there was the ‘British Society of Speech Therapist’ which represented the medical group. By the early 1990s the College of Speech Therapy was awarded a royal title and became the Royal College of Speech and Language Therapist (RCSLT, no date).


Conclusion 
It is very important for children who have a speech and language difficulty to be referred to a speech and language therapist straight away as a five-year-old child that has poor speech, language and communication skills, will have a lower education achievement by the time they leave primary school unlike their peers who had a good language skill (RCSLT, 2021). All mainstream primary schools in Wales would have an NHS based Speech and Language Therapist (SLT) service to provide support to children and young people (Kent Community Trust, no, date). Speech and language therapist work closely with education staff and parents in delivering training on varied strategies to support the different variations of speech and language difficulties. Other professionals that help to support children are Educational Psychologists and health care services. Providing targets and annual meetings to discuss and review Education and Health Care Plans (EHCP) that have been provided by the Speech and Language Therapist (Kent Community Trust, no, date).
Child A is willing to learn and with close interaction and support from his parents his progress with his Speech and Language Therapist should be a successful one, having recognised child A’s speech and language needs early, and with continue support with school sessions and virtual sessions with his SLT should have a positive impact on child A giving him the confidence in school, his education talking to his peers, teachers and family members.
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