In this essay I will be appraising and evaluating the support networks at this university. 
The Hwb is one of the most useful support networks in the university. It has a range of services to help support students at the university, such as Moodle, MyTSD and Office365. Moodle contains information on all modules that you are doing at university, the essential and extra reading links for each module and allows you to submit your assignments. Office 365 has apps that will help to support your assignments, like Microsoft Word and PowerPoint. MyTSD contains links to useful websites such as the Student loans company and JobCentre online[footnoteRef:1]. My experience of MyTSD is that it’s easy to use and find most support that you may need. The only improvement for MyTSD is to make it easier to find where to pay for accommodation[footnoteRef:2]. The Hwb also contains other support networks like Disability Support and Student Finance.  [1:  UWTSD Hwb, 09/10/24]  [2:  MyTSD, 09/10/24] 

Disability support is a support network that helps to meet the needs of students with disabilities and helps to give every student equal access and opportunities to all aspects of university life[footnoteRef:3]. My experience with disability support was very helpful, everyone who I spoke to was supportive and accommodating of my needs. This has enabled me to apply for DSA.  [3:  UWTSD Disability Support, 09/10/24] 

Student Finance is also an important support network as it supports the needs of students using bursaries and grants. An example of this is the Disability Bursary, it can give up to £700 in support to students with a disability. This will support them in accommodating for the cost of necessary equipment that the student may need[footnoteRef:4].  [4:  UWTSD Undergraduate Funding and Support, 09/10/24] 

The library is a good support network as it has a vast quantity of physical and online resources that can support your studies at university. It can also support your studies by being used as a quiet place to work on your assignments[footnoteRef:5]. [5:  UWTSD Library, 09/10/24] 

Your peer group is also a support network as they can give useful advice and emotional support if you are feeling stressed or overwhelmed with work. They can also support you in your studies in the form of idea sharing. Sharing ideas in your peer group will help gain and strengthen your knowledge on assignments. My experience with my peer group was amazing, they have helped me enormously in my studies. 
The lecturers are a very important support network as they have experience in giving support to students. They give advice to help support your understanding of an assignment and help with safeguarding issues. My experience with the lecturers that I have had was good, the lecturers have been supportive throughout my time at university so far and the answers to questions that I have raised have supported my learning and helped me with my assignments. 
The student union is a useful support network as it is a way of connecting with other students through activities and societies such as the Gaming Society. It can also help students financially as joining the student union gives discounts[footnoteRef:6].  [6:  UWTSD Student Union, 10/10/24] 

Overall, the support networks at the university are useful and easy to find and use in supporting yourself at university.
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