Basic Stylesheets



A basic html page:

[image: welcome]


In the past, we have changed the colour of text using <font color=”red”>

For the screen shown above, the html code would look something like the following:

<html>
<head><title>Stylesheets</title></head>
<body>
<h1 align="center"><font color="red">Welcome</font></h1>
<h1 align="center"><font color="red">to my</font></h1>
<h1 align="center"><font color="red">page</font></h1>
</body>
</html>


In the previous code, we have to type <font color=”red”> three separate times. However, by using a stylesheet, this can be avoided. For example, we can use a stylesheet to set all h1 tags in the page to red.

This is implemented as follows:

a)  Declare stylesheet tags. These go in the header of the page:


<head>
<title>Stylesheets</title>

<style type=”text/css”>

</style>

</head>


b) Enter code into the stylesheet to make all H1 tags red

<head>
<title>Stylesheets</title>

<style type=”text/css”>

H1 {color:#FF0000}

</style>
</head>

Every time we use a h1 tag in our page, the colour will be set to red. This saves you typing <font color=”red”> etc. many times and also makes your pages smaller.


The code for the entire page is now as follows. Note that the 
<font color=”red”> tags have been removed since the colour of the H1 tags is now set by the stylesheet:

<html>
<head>
<title>Stylesheets</title>

<style type="text/css">
H1{color:#FF0000}
</style>

</head>

<body>
<h1 align="center">Welcome</h1>
<h1 align="center">to my</h1>
<h1 align="center">page</h1>
</body>
</html>


Since all of our h1 tags use align=”center”, we can also remove this to the stylesheet. (Note that the color and text-align attributes are separated with a semicolon):


H1 {color:#FF0000; text-align=center}



The complete code is now as follows:

<html>
<head><title>Stylesheets</title>

<style type="text/css">
H1{color:#FF0000; text-align=center}
</style>

</head>

<body>
<h1>Welcome</h1>
<h1>to my</h1>
<h1>page</h1>
</body>
</html>

So far, the stylesheet has only been used to set attributes for h1 tags. However, styles can also be set for other page elements

e.g.

H2 
H3 
H4 
H5 
H6
Body {background-color:#FFFF00}
B
TD

etc.

An example of possible stylesheet coding for these page elements is shown below:

<style

H1{color:#FF0000; text-align:center}
H2{color:#00FF00; text-align:right}
H3{font-style:italic}
H4{font-family: Arial}
H5{color:#0000FF}
H6{color:#0000FF; font-family:Arial}
body{background-color:#FFFF00}
td{background-color:#FF00FF}

</style>


Classes

In the previous coding examples, all h1 tags have to follow the attributes in the stylesheet i.e. all h1 tags and set to red and centred. However, what if we require two different styles for h1 tags? For example, we might want some h1 tags to be red and others to be yellow.

Stylesheets allow us to do this with the use of classes:
 
<html>
<head><title>Stylesheet tutor</title>

<style type="text/css">
H1.red {color:#FF00FF;font-style:italic; font-family: Arial, sans-serif}
H1.yellow {color:#FFFF00;font-style:italic; font-family: Arial, sans-serif}
</style>

</head>
<body>
<h1 class="red"> Hello!</h1>
<h1 class="yellow"> Goodbye!</h1>
</body>
</html>



Links and stylesheets

We can also set attributes for links using stylesheets.

For example:

A:link {color:#D3E1F0}
A:hover{color:#FF0000}


A:link{color:#D3E1F0} sets every link to a certain colour – in this case a light blue.

A:hover{color:#FF0000} sets every link to change to a certain colour when the mouse is placed over it – in this case red.

[bookmark: _GoBack]A:visited{color:green} – sets every link to change to a certain colour if the link has already been visited by the user – in this case green.


Linking to external stylesheets

Until now, we have put the stylesheet code inside the header tags of our htm page. However, this means that only the page it appears on can access the stylesheet. A more powerful use of stylesheets is to put the stylesheet code into an external page where it can be accessed by other htm pages.

This can be implemented as follows:

a) Remove stylesheet code to a new page and save as xxxxxx.css. Remove the <style> tags. 

H1{color:#FF0000; text-align:center}
H2{color:#00FF00; text-align:right}
H3{font-style:italic}
H4{font-family: Arial}
H5{color:#0000FF}
H6{color:#0000FF; font-family:Arial}
body{background-color:#FFFF00}
td{background-color:#FF00FF}


b) Link the html page to the stylesheet by placing a link similar to the following in the <head> tag of your page.

<LINK REL="stylesheet" TYPE="text/css" HREF="mystylesheet.css">

name of stylesheet file

For example:
<html>
<head>
<title>Page 1</title>

<LINK REL="stylesheet" TYPE="text/css" HREF="stylesheet.css">

</head>
<body>
<h1>Welcome</h1>
<h1>to my</h1>
<h1>page</h1>
</body>


All pages in the site can be linked to the stylesheet in the same way. Simply add the link tag into the headers of all pages that you wish to use the stylesheet.


[image: stylesheets]
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