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The term landscape is ambiguous and can be interpreted differently by individuals and groups, but put simply, landscape is the visible features of an area of land, its landforms, and how they integrate with natural or man-made features (Menatti and Casado da Rocha, 2016). Cosgrove (1984) argues that landscape is an ideological concept, it represents a way people imagine their relationship with nature. It is formed through their different experiences, cultures and more and these experiences will shape an individual perception of landscape (Cosgrove, 1984). This philosophical and practical debate regarding the concept of landscape will be discussed throughout.  The perception of landscape has changed considerably over time, and the reason for this will be investigated. 

Nature is seen as a counterpart to human culture, as something independent from human influence a concept that has dominated the Western world since Aristotle (Jackson, 1984). As Jackson (1984) wrote in Discovering the vernacular landscape, originally, the term landscape did not even mean a view, but rather a picture of it, “an artist interpretation.” In the UK the earliest known landscape perspective is by the Pagan religion (Larsen, 1992). At this point nature was viewed as a tyrant, an all-powerful ‘god’, and that spirits were present in the trees, earth and water (Larsen, 1992). Nature was something to be venerated, obeyed and worshipped and was set apart from and above mankind (Murrey and Kluckhohn, 1953). Although, there was a respect and love of the earth, elements of the natural world, for example, mountains and untamed landscapes were viewed with fear and anxiousness (Larsen, 1992). As shown in the appendices, the landscape can change significantly over time, which connects with the change of seasons (appendix 1), climate change (appendix 2) and impact of man (appendix 3). 

Atkins et al (1998) researched into the different meanings of landscape, such as scenery, tomography, nature, environment or habitat, artefact and place, location and territory. However, Jackson (1984) also researched into the vernacular landscape as a cultural landscape. ‘The beauty that we see in the vernacular landscape is the image of our common humanity: hard work, stubborn hope, and mutual forbearance striving to be love’ (Jackson, 1984). The practical concept of landscape can be described as “landscape for Living”, meaning that people are a part of the landscape and must respect it. Dynamic interactions between natural and cultural forces change landscapes, impacting not only the physical environment, but importantly people's perceptions and values towards the landscape affect the ways in which landscapes are consequently shaped and used (Llewelyn et al, 2017). Landscape is not just the idea people have of it (what sociology calls “collective representation”), but rather encompasses also the practical actions performed on the environment in order to adapt the actual landscape to the representations produced by society (Menatti and Casado da Rocha, 2016). In other words, landscape implies at the same time both reality and the appearance of reality, however, the European perspective of Landscape was born within painting and the creative arts (Menatti and Casado de Rocha, 2016).  

Menatti and Casado de Rocha (2016) researched how affordances- what the environment offers the individual (Gibson, 1986), explains people's perception of landscape. They investigate why environment, culture and perception cannot be separated in an individual person, how a continuous process of construction, emerging from the mutual determination of the agent (cultural and physical) and the structure (the environment, the landscape and its manifestation as place and space) occur within the individual while perceiving the landscape around them (Manetti and Casado de Rocha, 2016). Therefore, landscape is not just the cultural product of our society, but rather also the result of our ongoing encounter with ecology and the physical realm, which has traditionally been studied exclusively from the point of view of scientific theories Manetti and Casado de Rocha, 2016).  

An aspect of landscape which needs to be discussed is individualistic perception of landscape from an education and interest perspective. A geologist's perception of landscape would be different from an artist, a developer's perspective from a ‘nature warrior’. This point is further researched by Dupont, Antrop, and Van Eetvelde (2015), who investigated whether landscape expertise effected the individual's perception of landscape, especially landscape photographs.  It is also suggested in the research that an understanding of the cultural, natural and history of landscape increase the visual perception and understanding of the landscape (Dupont, Antrop, and Van Eetvelde, 2015). It is also reported by Tang, Sullivan and Chang (2015) that a personal connection to nature is likely to enhance a person’s perceptual experiences of natural landscapes.  

It is suggested by Johnston (2009) that there are two ways in which the perception of landscape is considered: the explicit and the inherent approach. The explicit approach isolates perception within the landscape as something between the observed and the cognitive. While an inherent approach does not isolate perception because it is embedded within ways of living - or being (Johnston, 2009). Kluckhohn (1953) has three categories which show shift in landscape perceptions over time, man subjugated to nature, man in nature and man over nature. However, Manetti and Casado de Rocha (2016) argue that landscape perception: roles effecting the agent, is affected by three separate components; psychological; individual psychological history of the agent, biology: embodiment theory, evolutionary theory, and ecological psychology, and finally culture: different histories or stories (in the postmodern theory) concurring to the idea of landscape (Manetti and Casado de Rocha, 2016). 

People’s relations with places are frequently saturated with emotions. For places, it is possible to have feelings and bonds like those that are established between people and equally ambivalent (González, 2005). In historical context the Romantic movement changed people's perspective of the landscape dramatically in the 19th century. The romantic movement emphasized feelings of emotion, joy, freedom and beauty gained from visiting ‘untamed’ landscapes, which allows for a feeling of escapism, especially in the Victorian era when industrialization was very prominent in the city's individuals were seeking out free spaces and a relief from work, supporting González topophilia and topophobia theory that places has both positive and negative emotions to individuals (2005). The social landscape of a time also impacts how landscape is perceived, it creates, sustains, and reforms landscape perception impacts a society and culture (Simmel, 2007).  

Landscape perspective is vastly different between religions, such as Catholicism and paganism. Both view the landscape as being separate from people, however religions like Catholicism view landscape and nature as belonging to man not man is a part of the landscape. Jackson (1984) delves into this further, a landscape is not a natural feature of the environment but a synthetic space, a man-made system of spaces superimposed on the face of the land, functioning, and evolving not according to natural laws but to serve a community. 

Using Mountains as an example, Tuan (1990) chronicles how attitudes have changed over time in both Eastern and Western cultures: the Hebrews viewed maintains as a sign of peace, the Greeks viewed mountains as wild and terrifying, the Chinese viewed mountains with fear and aversion, and finally the Roman culture viewed maintains as hostile and desolate. “In both civilizations the change was from a religious attitude in which awe was combined with aversion, to an aesthetic attitude that shifted from a sense of the sublime to a feeling for the picturesque, to the modern evaluation of mountains as a recreational resource” (Tuan, 1990, p71). There are many factors that influence the relationship between the landscape and outdoor recreation in the UK and internationally. The landscape, topography, geology, and nature effects what type of recreation occur. Outdoor adventurous activities are very popular in landscapes that are perceived as wild, and often risky.  

There is a stong relationship between the landscape and recreation in England at Chedder Gorge. The site has been recognized for its importance as a Site of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI) with its numerous caves. These caves fired the imagination of JRR Tolkien, author of the Lord of The Rings trilogy, Tolkien's perspective of the site at the time was from an artistic perspective, using its beauty and topography to fuel his imagination. Which resulted in a huge lasting impact on western culture recreationally and can be seen through its influence the books and movies had on people, to the likes of Star Trek and Doctor Who. The link between the geology of the landscape and recreation is very evident at Cheddar Gorge. Geologists or geomorphologists study landscapes as assemblages of landforms and  
structures. The Cheddar Gorge landscape is excellent for recreational activities like caving and climbing, which has also greatly impacting the cultural landscape of Cheddar town.  

  

Simmel (2007 p.21) suggest ‘for there to be a landscape, our consciousness must acquire a wholeness, a unity, over and above its component elements, without being tied to their specificity or mechanistically composed of them’. Spiritual belief and history influence on the landscape has impacted Australians use of Uluru (Stewart, 2008). There is now a ban on climbing the sacred rock. People are no longer allowed to scramble up the mountain because Uluru is sacred to its indigenous custodians, the Anangu people and people are no longer climbing Uluru to respect the Anangu people wishes.  As a result of the shifting interpretation of non-indigenous Australians, the Australian Government made a conscious decision to stop all recreation at Ayers Rock/ Uluru, to respect the aboriginals spiritual and cultural perspective of Uluru. When the European settlers arrived in Australia in the 1700s, their perspective and practical concept of landscape was vastly different to the Aboriginal people (Stewart, 2008). As a result of the Europeans lack of religious interpretation of the landscape, the settlers increased the urbanization of the landscape, and subsequently increased the outdoor adventure culture of the wild landscape. These different perspectives and practical usage of landscape resulted in conflict between the Aboriginals and the Europeans (Stewart, 2008). 

Since 1992 the United Nations has recognized interactions between people and landscape as official cultural landscapes. Cultural landscape is how societies perceive the landscape. The landscape does not exist by itself: the landscape exists when people observe the terrain, and the landscape becomes subjective based on their personal experience of that view. But the landscape is also objective when it becomes the bearer of the cultural identity of a land and of its people (Gambassi, 2017). To the Andean Mountain people, the landscape is perceived as being a direct representation of folklore involving their gods and goddesses, a sense of place and placemaking is a stong component of the communities in the Andes, as shown by the Bolivian communities in the article by Sikkink and Choque (1999). Their cultural landscape is directly impacted by the topography and geology of Bolivia.  

For thousands of generations, people have modified the landscape to improve their access to resources, security, and comfort, a prominent example of this is in China. In 2003 the Chinese government had completed building the Three Gorges Dam on the Yangtze river - which is the largest dam in the world (Liu et al, 2016). This shows how the Chinese Government perceive the landscape as a financial commodity, instead of respecting the natural landscape and ecology. By accident as well as design, human activity has become the primary agent of change in the global landscape, therefore effecting our perception of landscape by using urbanization, de-forestation, global transport routes, war, and  

integrating divergent cultures (Murphy, 2016).  In the context of landscape ecology, quantifying human activity in shaping the dynamic landscape is a key topic in theory and practice, which helps develop holistic policies for sustaining ecosystem services in the changing landscape (Liu et al, 2016). According to Jackson (1984) the beauty of a landscape was the expression of some transcendent law: the conformity to certain universal esthetic principles or the conformity to certain biological or ecological laws. But this is true only of formal or planned political landscapes such as Three Gorges Dam and its effect on the surrounding landscapes, this suggests that the political landscape takes precedence over natural landscape of China. Liu et al illustrate that there is a noticeable positive relationship between the effect the Three Gorges Dam had on the landscape and recreational activities up-river.  

Understanding people’s and society’s perspective of landscape is very important. Due to its effect on policymakers and their decisions about the future, and peoples use of the landscape are impacted by their perspective. There is a firm link between a population's positive perspective on landscape and their efforts towards sustainability (Musacchio, 2009), which is evident in Wales where there is a positive perspective on the natural and cultural landscape, leading to the Welsh Government passing the Well-being of Future Generations Act. The change in perspective in Wales toward a focused positive perception on the natural landscape could be due to the increase in adventure tourism, especially in areas like Snowdonia, Breacon Beacons and West Wales. Recreation/ tourism can enhance the conservation of land on a landscape scale, leading to habitat protection and biodiversity preservation (Burger, 2000), which is increasing important as the human population increase, and people want to protect their homes and environment sustainably. 

Landscape is not fixed and pre-given, but rather a dynamic ecological system, in which both cultural and ecological elements play an important role in perception (Kudryavtsev, Stedman & Krasny, 2012). This leading to my own personal experiences with various landscapes, like Pembrey Country Park where I perceive the landscape to be some of the best in the world. I think this is contributed to my memories of a great childhood time spent there and the beauty of the forest and beach there. However, my perception of various landscapes has certainly changed as I have grown up and my education and priorities have changed. This shows how my landscape perception is affected my where I grew up, in the countryside, mainly spending my time outdoors result in a healthy respect for nature which people who grew up in the city can sometimes lack or misinterpret nature as something dangerous and wild (Kudryavtsev, Stedman & Krasny, 2012). 
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