  PAGE   1 MERGEFORMAT 1
 PAGE   \* MERGEFORMAT 1






Assignment 1 


Table of Contents
Task 1: Preparing for Higher Education	3
Task 2: Becoming a digital learner	4
Task 4: A reflection on your experience of starting university	6
References	7



[bookmark: _Toc138421082]Task 1: Preparing for Higher Education
As put forward by Ehlers (2020), it is easy to get overwhelmed as well as excited for students before starting university. In addition, for most people, the university is one of the life-changing and best experiences of their lives. In order to prepare for higher education or starting university, it is vital for students to sort out their finances so that they can budget for the forthcoming academic year. This means the need to explore student baking as well as other ways to save money as a student is vital including budgeting about allowances for amenities, and luxuries and avoiding financial trouble later in the term. On the other hand, Syakur et al. (2020) stated that many universities put their reading lists online prior to the beginning of the courses or send the details through the mail which is vital for students to read. This means that students must capitalise university library or read the materials that are put forward by the university weeks before their courses begin to acquire an idea of what to expect from their workload and boost confidence for lectures by getting a head start on reading. Furthermore, Mishra et al. (2020) suggested that before starting university, students must get to know the areas. In other words, students must visit the university for making themselves familiar with the new surroundings. This is a potential opportunity to get to know their peers or housemates which can address the issue of loneliness and fear of the unknown. Other than that, Karademir et al. (2020) indicated that before starting university, students must ensure that they are organised. This means the need to sort their finances, accommodations, travelling aspects, and other things that are needed for their studies such as pens, laptops, notepads, and others. Hence, it can be stated that it is vital for students to prepare and organise themselves before starting university.
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Fig: 1 (Mind map for becoming a digital learner)
Based on the above figure, I analysed that I need to focus on developing four effective skills to become a digital learner. The major themes and concept of becoming a digital learner are based on effective knowledge and understanding of different software including Microsoft Word, and PowerPoint, and the ability to carry out research and e-library aspects. Likewise, I analysed that in order to increase my knowledge and understanding of digital skills, I need to develop four effective skills including communication, creativity, collaboration, and critical thinking which are highly interconnected with the themes and concept, (García-Peñalvo et al. 2020). Each of these skills is vital to enhancing my digital learning attributes which directly contributes towards my growth and success in academic study as well as my future career. As digital learning requires communication, I comprehended that it offers me customised learning methods including self or group learning that can not only improve my abilities and grades but also prepare me for the professional world. On the other hand, I analysed that learning through self-directed technology-based learning can result in creative outcomes as exploring creative ideas and applying different approaches can directly enhance the digital learning experience. As a result, it can assist me to excel in academia and increases my employability prospects. Other than that, through collaboration, students can develop critical thinking, problem solving, and communication skills, (Coates, 2020). Likewise, I identified that studying remotely or capitalising on digital platforms through virtual collaboration is vital for academic success and better equipped for the demands of the present workforce. Also, I believe that the themes and concepts are aligned with critical thinking skills as it directly enhances my digital learning experience. This means that through collaboration and critical thinking skills, I can enhance my knowledge and understanding of digital learning which can assist to enhance my academic and professional growth.
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I have used Borton’s model of reflection to reflect on my experience of starting university.
What?
Starting university has been highly intriguing and motivating for me. I analysed that my organisation and self-management skills have developed due to the new routine for learning. In addition, the online learning and online resources have been highly engaging for me as it has enlightened me with new ideas and thoughts that I can capitalise on in both academia and my future professional areas. Other than that, the process of writing my first assignments was motivating as I comprehended the significance of effective academic writing skills and digital skills which are vital to excel in academics, (Aristovnik et al. 2020). However, I identified that I need to develop my communication skills as being from a distinct cultural background my ability to communicate with my peers and faculties is weak.
So what?
As a result, I have learned that the need to capitalise on online resources is essential for enhancing the online learning experience along with the significance of academic writing skills and digital skills. On the contrary, I have comprehended that my ability to communicate freely with others can hinder my professional and academic growth. In terms of online learning, the need for effective communication skills is vital, (Reyes-Chua et al. 2020).
Now what?
Therefore, I intend to develop my communication skills further in the future for achieving growth in academia and online learning. I will read books, articles, and journals as well as seek guidance from my faculties to develop this skill in the future so that I can enhance my online learning experience and achieve growth in academia and professional level. 
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