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How does this fit in with the work of an archaeologist?
During my professional placement with the Strata Florida Trust, I was entrusted with the crucial task of archiving and reporting on a diverse collection of artefacts unearthed from the kitchen of the Strata Florida farmhouse, an impressive Grade II* listed structure that has a rich history dating back to the 17th century. This immersive role gave me invaluable insights into an archaeologist's multifaceted responsibilities. It helped shape my understanding of the various career paths available within archaeology. I quickly discovered the discipline is not just about excavating sites but also about engaging with artefacts that tell the stories of past lives and civilisations.
Why is it important?
The process of archiving these artefacts serves a dual purpose. It not only preserves essential knowledge for future generations of archaeologists but also plays a vital role in educating the public about the historical contexts from which these objects originated. By rigorously documenting each item, we develop a clearer understanding of their unique characteristics, cultural significance, and the rich narratives they embody. This process allows us to connect the dots between the past and present, fostering a deeper appreciation for our shared history.
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purpose
The primary goal of my placement was cataloguing a varied array of kitchen artefacts from the farmhouse. This location holds many stories about the numerous families that inhabited and worked within its walls for centuries. The Strata Florida Trust envisions this project as an opportunity to weave together the narratives of rural life in Wales, with plans to potentially showcase these artefacts in an exhibition or visitor centre dedicated to educational outreach and research.
process
Our initial project phase involved a systematic cataloging process, during which the Strata Florida Trust required us to produce detailed entries for each artefact. These entries comprised key details, including in-depth descriptions derived from extensive research, room attribution (given that all objects stemmed from the kitchen), condition assessments, and evaluations of each artefact’s display potential. Interestingly, some items, due to their placement within a lived-in space, might not hold enough historical significance to justify public display.

To enhance our efficiency during the cataloging process, my colleague Caleb and I developed a structured approach. We began by thoroughly inspecting each box of artefacts to familiarise ourselves with their physical attributes and features before entering into collaborative discussions. While this initial method seemed effective, we soon realised that it was consuming an unexpected amount of time. Acknowledging the need for improved efficiency, we adapted our strategy: Caleb primarily focused on organising cutlery, while I took on the task of cataloging miscellaneous items—both of us working concurrently to expedite progress.

Throughout the archiving process, I initially felt somewhat disillusioned by the modernity of the artefacts we were uncovering. However, as I delved deeper into their details, I began to appreciate their capacity to illuminate the family's lifestyle, interests, and social dynamics. For instance, what first appeared to be an unremarkable metal pole was ultimately identified as a receipt holder, shedding light on the family's meticulous record-keeping habits. This revelation was further underscored by the discovery of hospital bands and a variety of receipts from several establishments, with some dating back approximately 25 years.

One particularly intriguing receipt from Argos, dated December 24th in the early 2000s for a whimsical Garfield-themed children's armchair, provided a glimpse into familial dynamics. It hinted at a last-minute Christmas gift purchased for a child, thus illustrating the notion that even in a rural Welsh setting, cultural artefacts maintain connections to broader social narratives that resonate beyond geographic confines.
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Research
Through this enriching journey, I learned a valuable lesson: often, the most illuminating artefacts are those that have been overlooked or dismissed as trivial. These seemingly mundane objects can offer profound insights into everyday life and the behaviours of individuals, challenging our preconceived notions of what constitutes historical significance. My reading of "After Modernity: Archaeological Approaches to the Contemporary Past" by Rodney Harrison and John Schofield further deepened my appreciation for contemporary artefacts and their significance in understanding human behaviour and societal evolution (Schofield and Harrison, 2010).
As I engaged in the meticulous process of archiving a diverse array of objects, I found myself concurrently immersed in "Life Beneath the Arch" by Charles Arch. This poignant narrative offered me a rare glimpse into Arch's life and personal experiences,
 unveiling the complexities of his world with an almost intimate familiarity. 

While diligently sifting through the collection of books, I stumbled upon several volumes that had previously belonged to the milk boy referenced in Arch's compelling narrative. The name etched in flowing script on the front page of each book confirmed their intriguing provenance, connecting me to a figure that had once walked the very streets Arch described. This serendipitous discovery enriched my understanding of the historical context and social fabric that Arch so eloquently addressed in his writing. It was as if the echoes of the past were reverberating through the pages, deepening my connection to both the text and the history surrounding it. The intertwining of these narratives created a profound sense of continuity—one that bridged the gap between the past and my present endeavour.
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challenges
Nonetheless, challenges did arise as we transitioned to a box filled with books. While this expedited our progress, it also introduced a significant language barrier, as many of the volumes were written in Welsh. Lacking proficiency in the language due to my upbringing in the Midlands of England, I encountered obstacles in interpretation that necessitated creative problem-solving and adaptability. This situation compelled us to reconfigure our approach, collaborating with colleagues fluent in Welsh and employing translation tools to navigate the material meaningfully. Ultimately, this experience underscored the importance of flexibility and teamwork in archaeological endeavors, reinforcing my commitment to advocating for inclusivity and accessibility within the field.


