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This report will discuss the key theories of crime prevention in depth and how it is used throughout the force to reduce a variety of different crimes, analysing the involvement of police officers, effort shown by the team, the application of the crime prevention theory and success in real life cases. The crime prevention strategies I have chosen to talk about are situational crime prevention, for example the rational choice theory and routine active theory, classicism deterrence (Beccaria), community crime prevention strategies, control theory and early intervention prevention theories.  

The situational crime prevention theory focuses on where crime is most popular and most likely to occur. Their aim is to increase the risk of getting caught and minimise the reward. The risk of getting caught can be achieved by reducing the number of suitable targets or enhancing the amount of ‘capable guardians’ in the chosen areas (College of Policing, 2022). This crime prevention strategy is based on two theories, the rational choice theory that was established by Felson and Clarke (1998) and routine active theory which was established by Cohen and Felson (1979). 

The rational choice theory is choices that are made based on the criminal activity and if the benefits outweigh the risk for the offender. The rational choice theory suggests that criminals are rational when decision making, and the benefits of committing the crime outweigh the punishment, no matter what the seriousness of the consequences are. For example, a burglary with two offenders plan to break into a family’s home while they are on holiday at night. The offenders decided that the benefits outweighed the potential punishment if they were caught, and carried on with their plan, violating the law (Mark Bond, 2015). 

The routine active theory is a crime prevention strategy that focuses on the essential elements that create a crime. It is made up of 3 specific elements and the crime usually occurs when all three elements come together at any time or place. The elements are, a reachable target, the absence of guardians that could deter this from happening if present, and a motivated offender. The reachable target can include anything from another human, an object or an area. The acronym ‘CRAVED’ best describes reachable targets, this stands for; Concealable, Removable, Available, Valuable, Enjoyable and Disposable. The precents of a guardian could be anyone walking the streets that would notice a crime happening, but most importantly police patrols, security guards, door staff, co-workers, friends, neighbours, or even a CCTV camera, providing that someone is always monitoring the camera (NSW Justice, 2011).

In Sussex 2022, a lady and her husband were sat in their garden on a summers day, Betty asked her husband Ray to get her bag from inside the house. It wasn’t until ray went in the house to see the handbag wasn’t there that they knew they had been burgled. After realising that the bag wasn’t there, they also noticed that their antique clock and a photo album full of lifelong memories were missing too. They had then noticed that the front door had been forced. This relates to the routine active theory going back to the acronym ‘CRAVED’ because targets were all accessible. The burglary was concealable because if they hadn’t noticed their belonging went missing, they wouldn’t have looked at the door and noticed it was forced. It was removable because the offender had easy access to their belongings without them hearing him. It was valuable because the antique clock is worth money, and the handbag could have money or valuable things in it. It is enjoyable because the offender can sell the clock for money and spend Betty’s money from her bag. It is disposable because the offender can sell the items (Sussex Police, 2022). 

Bentham’s Panopticon style prison was established in 1795 and was used for a long time until it was abandoned in 1965. The setup of this design was a tall tower filled with watchmen and surrounded by cells on the outer walls filled with prisoners. The tower would shine a bright light to enable the watchmen to monitor the prisoners at all times. However, the prisoners could never see the watchmen (McMullan, 2015). The watchmen could also speak to the prisoners in their cells through an elaborate network of ‘conversation tubes’. 

Bentham expected that this design is a mode of ‘obtaining power of mind over mind, in a quantity hitherto without example’. This was Bentham’s crime prevention strategy because he believed that the prisoners would adjust their behaviour and keep up with their good work, to avoid conflict and punishments. Bentham argued that the thought of constant surveillance is unsettling, however, the panopticon prison deigns came with many benefits. Since Bentham’s prison design in 1795, many other prisons have incorporated elements of the panopticon into their design. This crime prevention strategy ties in with the routine active theory because if the prisoners weren’t intimidated by the fact that there were constantly watchmen monitoring the cells, then they wouldn’t be on their best behaviour (UCL, 2022). 
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This is an image of the structure of Bentham’s Panopticon prison design. 

Early intervention is the theory that parents, or guardians didn’t give enough attention to their child’s behaviour in regard to changing it. Their aim is to keep young people out of the criminal justice system from a young age, so they are not labelled and can have a better future, achieving their dream jobs as well as keeping the community a safe place. Due to the lack of punishment and understanding as a child, it is causing them to grow up as young offenders and committing crimes throughout their life. The control theory of crime is expecting schools, churches, workplaces, communities, families and friends to act on this problem and gain control of children from a young age, to reduce the likelihood of crime (Britt, 2015)

After the Youth Justice Board conference in 1999 ‘catching them early’, the researchers and progressive practitioners came to the conclusion that early intervention was, and continues to be, used in two forms. Firstly, ss.65-66 of the Crime and Disorder act 1998 diminished cautioning offenders and brought in a new system of ‘Reprimands and final warnings’. Reprimands are primarily for first time offenders, while final warnings are strictly for second-time offenders. To make this intervention effective, after receiving your final warning, any more wrong doings will take you to court. As a result, there has been an increase in the number of young offenders appearing in court, for both major and minor crimes. The Youth Justice and Criminal Evidence Act 1999 then put forward a further sanction which is the referral order. This is a mandatory sentence for a young offender’s appearance in court for the first time (Goldson, 2016).
	
Secondly, a range of measures have been brought forward that focusses on targeting young people who are seen to be at risk of participating in anti-social behaviour activities. Identifying children that are at risk of potentially becoming young offenders is important to act on early in order to divert their vulnerability from problematic prone behaviours. Schools and communities are playing their part in preventing crimes in young people by putting specific programmes in place, such as (Youth.gov, 2022): 

· Classroom and behaviour management 
· Social competence promotion curriculums
· Conflict and violence prevention curriculums 
· Bullying prevention programs
· After school clubs
· Local police visits for educational purposes
· Mentoring programs 
· School organisation programs
· Comprehensive community interventions 

Two teenagers were arrested in Cardiff on Saturday 23rd April after being searched c and found with knives and drugs on St Marys Street. The offenders were caught gathering outside the spar and taking part in potential drug-related activities. A 17-year-old was found with the possession of a Rambo style knife and a Stanley blade, while the 13-year-old was found to be in possession of several bags of white powder and other drugs. This relates to the early intervention strategy because these offenders are young and if they were looked after better, with better influences around them then this problem could’ve been avoided. Depending on whether these teenagers have offended before, or if they are first time offenders will determine their punishments. However, because of the severity of the offence, it is likely that the defendants will face consequences (Thomas, 2022). 

Communities that care is a community-based prevention system, established by Hawkins, Catalano and Arthur (2002). Their aim is to get young people to engage in activities and their focus is to prevent health and social disorders as they grow up. Communities that care address the protective factors that identify and work on the positive development of a child, as well as the risk factors that identify the potential negative impacts of the child’s development or the environment that they live in. They are founded by the ‘Social Development Strategy’ which is a strategy that promotes positive development in young people by keeping up to date with the protective and risk factors of a child (CTC, 2018). 

The classicism deterrence theory was developed by three philosophers, Hobbes (1651), Beccaria (1872) and Bentham (1789). Their mindset was that is the punishment was “severe, certain and swift” then it would deter individuals from committing crimes. The individual would weigh the pros and cons and will be discouraged from breaking the law if the punishment outweighs the gains before committing the crime or engaging in any form of criminal activity. is based on 3 key elements, also known as “the 3 Cs of punishment” which are severity, certainty and celerity. Severity is measured by the length of prison sentences and is believed to be the component in criminal law that encourages citizens to obey by the law rather than against it. Certainty is measured by the amount of arrest or detection rates and implies that the offender is likely to be faces with a sanction is the crime is committed. While celerity is rarely tested, it is important that the punishments and sanctions are swift in order to deter crimes from happening, although it is still a component of deterrence (Sage Journals, 2022). 

Three men were jailed in Swansea after being caught running a cocaine supply of large quantity high purity cocaine from London to South Wales.  They were responsible of shipping £500,000 worth of cocaine across the border. The defendants would travel across the border in a van filled with cocaine to drop off to a dealer and collect a £106,000 cash payment. They were caught in Swansea by South Wales police when they were dropping off a load of drugs. The van was spotted in traffic lights by Dyfatty flats when a car pulled up next to it and two masked men got out and stole a backpack from the passenger seat. South Wales police later found out that this was the van used for drug trafficking and the men were arrested and jailed for a total amount of 40 years. If the deterrence theory worked with this particular offence, these men wouldn’t have been drug dealing because the punishments are severe and certain. If the defendants knew the severity of the sentence they would face, this may have deterred them from committing this offence. 
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