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AIM(S) 
 

• To allow students to explore the contested nature of individual identity and the concept 
of families as portrayed in contemporary society. 

 
LEARNING OUTCOMES 
 
Upon the successful completion of this module, the student should be able to: 
 

• critically reflect upon the various representations of what constitutes ‘family’ in the 21st 
century; 
 

• critically explore the relationship between the individual, ‘family’ and contemporary 
society; 
 

• critically reflect upon why there are tensions between representations of the individual, 
family and contemporary society in the post-modern age. 
 

INDICATIVE CONTENT 
 

• Considerations of the framing of what constitutes ‘family’ both historically and culturally. 
The role of narratives of hetero-normatively in the construction of identity and families 
in a modern world.  
 

• Critical discussion of industrialisation and modernisation, sexual orientation, gender, 
disability, class and poverty, demographic change, social divisions, family and state 
and impact upon family values. Legislation, policy and welfare implications for the 
modern family/individual. An exploration of the relevance family has within our modern 
sustainable society. 
 

• Theoretical links to patriarchy, ideal family, work orientations, sex-role ideology, 
employment, occupational choice. Consideration of what it means to be part of a family 
in the Post-Modern Age. Investigating the tensions within the family over the life course. 
 

• Exploration of the role of multi-media, social media, broadcasting, narrowcasting and 
other forms of communication on the perceptions of society with regard to individual 
identity and the nature of the ‘family’. 
 

 
 
 
 
 



Study Time Allocation 
The study time for the module is divided as follows: 
 

Activity type Hours Percentage 
Scheduled learning 30 15% 
Independent learning 170 85% 
Placement learning   
TOTAL 200 100% 

 
ASSESSMENT 

 
Assessment Component 1 
☐ Written exam ☒ Coursework ☐ Practical 

 
Mode of assessment Volume Weighting 

Essay  2500 words  50% 
 
Assessment Component 2 
☐ Written exam ☒ Coursework ☐ Practical 

 
Mode of assessment Volume Weighting 
Portfolio of Evidence  2500 word (equivalent)  50% 

 
Assessment Summary 
Activity type Percentage 
Written exam  
Coursework 100% 
Practical  
TOTAL 100% 
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