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This essay is going to go into detail about the barriers confronting global education and the job the international organisations and government need to do to overcome the challenges. This is part of an Education for Sustainable Development and Global Citizenship (ESDGC) module which is recommended by the Welsh Government (2017) as an approach that should be taken throughout education to prepare for the future.
“Global citizenship is a framework to equip learners for critical and active engagement with the challenges and opportunities of life in a fast-changing and interdependent world”. (Oxfam, 2015, p.5) 
This essay will also give a critical understanding of the importance of maintainable universal education community. It will take a universal viewpoint and link with global and local policies. It will go into detail on the United Kingdom’s children and compare with the findings. It must be remembered “Education is the most powerful weapon you can use to change the world” - Nelson Mandela (Welsh Government, 2017, p. 4). 
The country that is going to be discussed throughout this essay is going to be Syria. The Country of Syria is in southwestern Asia on the coast of the Mediterranean Sea. In 1967 part of the land known as the Golan Heights was taken over by Israel (Encyclopædia Britannica, 2019). The country become unstable after becoming independent in 1946. This was because there was conflict between Syria political, social and religious groups (Encyclopædia Britannica, 2019). Civil War started in 2011 and since it began more than half of the country’s population has had to move out of their homes. A quarter of the schools have been destroyed, damaged and are also being used as shelters. this means that over two million children and young people are not in school (NRC, 2018). According to the UNICEF (2009) young people and children have human rights for education. This education should give children attitudes, skills and knwledge to help them develop their own future. Education should also help the young people have a vocie to be able to claim and protect their rights (UNICEF, 2009). This is in the United Nation Convention on the Rights of the Child (1989) article 28 and 29. (United Nations , 1989). The biggest barrier towards education in Syria is the war (NRC, 2018). 
In Syria there are many different ethnic groups such as: Turks, Kurds, Armenians, Syrian Arabs, Mandeans, Circassians, Assyrians and Greeks. There are also religious groups such as: Christians, Druze, Shiites, Jews, Sunnis, Alawites, Isma’ilis, Salafis and Yazidis. The biggest religious group in the country is Sunnis (Gammer, 2004). In 1970 Hafiz al- Assad took control of Syria. His main goals were to become more secure and make the country stable. He recovered the territory loss to Israel. His son took over from him, the country did not like the control he had in 2011 the Syrian Civil War broke out. (Encyclopædia Britannica, 2019).
Before the war, the education system was good, but basic, in Syria. The population was growing. The Government in Syria had changed the level of spending on education for the stages from one to six (Open Learn, 2010).  Education became free and compulsory from stages 1 to 9 in 2002 and primary education was changed into one basic stage. According to Open Learn (2010), this means education was free for children aged from seven to fifteen. Education was taught in the language of Arabic in the Syrian Arabic Republic. Alongside this English was taught as a second language from stage one in the primary setting. From stage seven French becomes another language that is taught (Open Learn, 2010). In Contrast in Wales nearly twenty-five percent of young people and children was given the opportunity to be educated through the Welsh-medium in 2015 (Welsh Assembly Government , 2016)   In Syria the majority of the schools are open to the public at 98 per cent while private schools are only 1.8 per cent (Open Learn, 2010). There is a small percent of 0.2 schools that were used for children that are refugees (Encyclopædia Britannica, 2019).
In Syria the school system is split into two educational levels, basic and secondary. The first to sixth grades are the primary level of education with one to four grade being named as the First Ring and five to six grades using the term Second Ring. In wales there is a reception for children aged four to five year olds. This is then followed by the foundation phase which are children aged five to seven. Then primary aged children seven to ten. All these different ages of children go to the same primary school setting (Estyn, 2018).  In Syria the seventh to ninth grades are the Pre-Secondary Education Level. The tenth to twelfth grades are the Upper Secondary Education (UNESCO Institute for Staistics dateabase, 2019). In Wales unlike England secondary education is through a community-based comprehensive system (Raffe, 2005). Secondary school in Wales for eleven to sixteen year olds (Estyn , 2016). 
In Syria there were eight million pupils in the system of education in 2007. Just over two million were in tertiary, nearly one and a half million in secondary and four million pupils in the basic education. In Wales further education is for people over compulsory school age and includes higher education, this could be a college, private training providers, six form and university. In Wales in 2015/16 there was there was around one quarter of a million student is primary education and just over one fifth of a million in secondary education (Estyn , 2016). The population of the schools in Wales was a lot smaller them Syria but the population in Wales was three million while Syria population was twenty million (The World Bank, 2019). 
They were expecting the population in schools to raise by one million in basic and secondary schooling by 2015. From 2000 to 2007 the number of pupils that attended basic and primary education had raised by about twenty five per cent. There were more male students than female that attend school (UNESCO Institute for Staistics dateabase, 2019). Gender in equality is a problem in many countries (OECD, 2015). The population in lower secondary level was increasing between 2000 and 2007 with a percentage level of 95 per cent in 2007 (UNESCO Institute for Staistics dateabase, 2019). In the ninth grade of the secondary lower level the final exams are done nationally and happen all at the same time. Depending on these results will depend on if you attend technical secondary school or technical secondary school. In Wales regular test are done with the school setting in secondary to monitor the level of education the child should be on (Learning Wales, 2018). At the end of secondary school GCSE exam are done, depending on these results depends on what higher education or job is done are leavening school (Estyn , 2016). The technical schools are for male and female students to study computer science and commercial, also female students do crafts while male students do agricultural and industrial (UNESCO Institute for Staistics dateabase, 2019). In Wales male and female student are able to have a choice in which subject they want to study in secondary school, they are not streamed into different ability schools (Raffe, 2005).
Even before the war, Syria faced a number of challenges throughout their education. Even though Syria’s students had shown great progress throughout their basic education, while showing little progress to post basic education, a change was still needed because of reasons which will be discussed (The World Bank, 2010). Syria had a low access level to pre-primary education to other similar countries. The percentage of pre-primary education was ten per cent in Syria whilst in other countries it was higher at nearly sixteen per cent (The World Bank, 2010).
The country needed to spend more money on organisation and buildings to increase the number of children going to pre-primary education. The vulnerable population needed to be taken into consideration by the government and highlight the growth of schools in areas without enough schools. According to (Tkacheva, 2013) the children who benefit the most from early childhood programmes are the young people from poor and disadvantaged backgrounds.  Early education is valued in the UK (OFSTED, 2014). This is similar to the disadvantaged areas in the UK where they use the Flying Start centres (Welsh Government, 2017). Estyn (2011) agree early childhood programmes benefit children from disadvantaged backgrounds the most as it will help the children to learn necessary basic skills for employment with the aim of getting them out of poverty.  In Syria most of the education serviced for the early years were provided by private kindergardens and not governmental organisations and were mainly based in towns  (Internatioal Association for the Evaluation of Educalional Achievement , 2011). Even though Syria were getting more children attending all levels of education the quality of the education and therefore the quality of the people leaving school was not as good as it could be (Internatioal Association for the Evaluation of Educalional Achievement , 2011). That was a challenge the Government in Syria needed to look into.
 When the children leave school and go into work their education was not good enough and the children showed poor understanding because the education system in school did not teach the correct skills for later on in work (Internatioal Association for the Evaluation of Educalional Achievement , 2011). Just under half of the students that took exams achieved under the lowest benchmark for international comparisons (Internatioal Association for the Evaluation of Educalional Achievement , 2011). Because of this the level of the education system needed to be improved. There also needed to include the use of information and communication technology to help them improve their skills for later life as part of a global world. Syria’s internet and computer usage was extremely low compared to the other countries surrounding it. It was also well under the level for other countries that have a lower middle income (Tkacheva, 2013). In Wales government use the Donaldson (2015) report to guild the increased use of ICT through the education curriculum.
Another challenge Syria faced was that children had to repeat a year and some children even dropped out of school. In primary level education at least twelve per cent of pupils in 2003 had to repeat a year (UNESCO, 2016). While in secondary level it nearly doubled to twenty per cent. In 2004 it was six per cent for primary, nearly thirteen and a half for secondary, and almost eight per cent for tertiary. The dropout rates for primary schools were just over two per cent, secondary eight per cent, and tertiary nearly seven and a half (UNESCO, 2016). 
Even though there was repetition of years and drop out of students there were a high number of teachers per class. The number of teachers was more than the amount needed for the correct ratio. There was a growing percentage of seven per cent between 2000 and 2006 for teachers every year. This percentage was twice the increase in number of students. The ratio of teachers to children 1:19 in primary whilst secondary had an even lower ratio of 1:9. In Wales the proportion of teachers to pupils was 1:22 in primary education and 1:17 in secondary school (Estyn , 2016).  To improve the education, the government needed to focus on employing more qualified and trained teachers, also to improve the curriculum and to also to make sure the correct testing is done and evaluating the results after (UNESCO, 2016). In Wales the government is aware of the need to make sure that people learn for the job market and use reports like the Donaldson report to improve the curriculum (Donaldson, 2015).  
The World Bank (2019) state that before the war the unemployment rate was starting to increase, mainly for young people. This is because they believe that the government is not providing the correct education or enough support to help young people get a better education. In 2003 the percentage of unemployment for young people in Syria was nearly twenty per cent (The World Bank, 2019). The education system was not able to give the young people the correct knowledge and skills needed in work, life and for the labour market. There needed to be changes made to the education system, and the education criteria needed to meet the needs for work as this could help employability (The World Bank, 2019). Even though the government need to make improvements to education they needed to make improvements to other systems in their country especially because of the rise in population (The World Bank, 2019). There were eight million students in 2007 in the education system. Before the war they expected by 2015 there to be 9 million students in primary and secondary schools because of the growing population rate. (The World Bank, 2019).
The Syrian Civil War means that everything has changed in Syria (NRC, 2018). This has become a massive barrier towards the education, even the country had developed so much. The number of pupils attending school has dropped by at least two million because schools have been closed. In 2015 there were a high number of refugees around one and a half million children. These refugees mainly fled to five countries: Turkey, Iraq, Egypt, Lebanon and Jordan (UNESCO Institute for Staistics dateabase, 2019). According to UNESCO (2016) in 2015 only forty per cent of primary children that needed to go to school attended school. This is significantly compared to pre-war when around ninety per cent of children attended primary and started lower secondary education. NRC (2018) state the children in secondary education would fall to sixty seven per cent overall.
The war means people are displaced from their homes and this has a long-lasting and damaging effect on young people and children (NRC, 2018). The war has devastated the quality of education and the opportunities for education. It means that the children and young people of Syria have been left with no rights to learn. This right is a fundamental part of the UNCRC. Nearly half of the schools in Syria have been destroyed, used as temporary shelters or are under attack. They have become a dangerous place to attend (NRC, 2018). 
In conclusion to this essay it is clear to see the population in Syria compared to Wales is really high.  Syria’s education was a reasonable education system before the war for children in towns. It did need to change to meet the work demands and changing technology. Because of the increasing level population in Syria it was hard for their government to keep up (The World Bank, 2010). There were a lot of teacher but they were not fully trained to meet the young people’s needs (UNESCO, 2016). In the United Kingdom the welsh government focus of the teachers meeting the individual needs of each child and are thinking about the work place and later life (Donaldson, 2015). It has been proven that more male children went to schools in Syria then females, this is gender inequality. Also poverty in Syria is a massive problem for the children education because of the war that is happening. In wales poverty is also a massive problem for children education, this is because children that come from disadvantage area may not have educated people around them. 
When the war came in Syria the educational system went out of control (NRC, 2018). School were damaged meaning children did not have schools to attend. Unemployment increased and schools started to become unsafe for children to go to (UNESCO, 2016). The UK does not have this problem as it is not at war but the welsh government funding is stopping children such as those who need one to one support from having the best education. There is a high level of unemployment in the United Kingdom as in the deprived area they may not have the best education. 
UNCRC (1989) state that all children should have the right to have an education. Each child is just as important as another, children education depends on the future that they have. 
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