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45% children from the poorest 1/5
the
 of families are read to everyday when 3 years old, compared to 78% of children from the richest 1/5
th
 of families. Nearly 47% of the poorest 1/5
th
 were born to mothers under 25: 65% weren’t living with the two biological parents by the time they were 5 (Sutton Trust)
) (
For many years it has been a fact that children living in poverty are less likely to achieve in education than those children coming from high- income households. Children coming from poorer backgrounds have more stresses from the family home, fewer resources and less of a focus on education at 
home,
 this puts the children behind from the beginning of their education. The 
Borgen
 
project have
 looked at many studies which suggests that link between poverty and educational attainment is in fact caused by a psychological factor which is the working memory.
 Working memory is a “temporary storage mechanism” that lets us hold information and facts in our head for short-term usage and manipulation. The process of using working memory is central for reading, problem-solving and learning new languages.
A number of studies have shown that children with the best working memories also tend to have the highest test scores and the best grades. Children in poverty consistently have a less developed working memory than those above the poverty line
The lack of a proper education makes up a major part of the poverty trap — a phenomenon in which people living in poverty cannot rise up due to scarce resources, depression, lack of opportunity and other issues. The poverty trap can start before the child ever enters the classroom, and it has long-term psychological consequences.
Even from early childhood, poverty can create both a biological obstacle and an inescapable trap that collectively reduces the likelihood for academic and monetary success (The 
Borgen
 Project, 2014).
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Poverty has a major impact on education achievement in Wales. The indicator for this is the percentage of children who receive free school meals who are living in poverty. On average it is about 17% of children in Wales (JRF, 2013).
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‘Social exclusion starts very early, long before a child is born. It is rooted in poverty, inadequate housing, chronic ill health and long term 
unemployment’  (
Mittler, 2000)
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The flying start programme is for children aged two to three years old
It is free part-time childcare
Access for parents to have family support
Enhanced health visiting service and an early intervention service for children to access language development.
The flying start programme is funded in geographical areas and the National Assembly for Wales has noted that two thirds of children who are living in poverty outside these geographical areas are unable to access the Flying Start Programme leaving them socially excluded (NAW, 2018).
)
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