[bookmark: _Toc303070346]
[image: ]

	
UNDERGRADUATE DISSERTATION
RESEARCH PROPOSAL FORM



 
Please complete the following research proposal and submit it to Turnitin. 

Which project option are you taking? Please tick:

8,000 word project:      
OR                   
4,000 word project and presentation:   

Selected: 8000-word Essay.

	NAME: George Plowman

	STUDENT ID No.: 2124938

	DRAFT RESEARCH TITLE QUESTION:

Is the use of Taser CED an appropriate use of force in the current policing practice? 


INTRODUCTION:

In the current Policing climate within the UK and other countries around the world, use of force and policing powers is often at the forefront of conversation and the publics concern surrounding excess or negligent use of power.

The IOPC states in a 2021 paper that if UK police forces do not address public concerns surrounding the use of taser and the training provided for its usage there is a growing concern towards the public’s faith in the legitimacy of policing, (IOPC,2021).

Furthermore, there are risks to individuals’ health such as intense pain and risk of injury due to falls, following on from effective use of taser, this is highlighted within the “Authorised Policing Practice and documented by the college of policing, (College of Policing, 2022). 

Contrary to these points Superintendent Ian Drummond-Smith highlights in his 2019 paper – Analysing Taser 15 years since its introduction, that with proper use taser can in fact save the lives of members of the public, police, and suspects as a less lethal weapon, (Drummond-Smith, 2019).

This dissertation with explore the current training methods used by police forces globally and evaluate whether there is adequate training surrounding the use of CED firearms, it will also explore the publics opinions in relation to its use and whether it is deemed appropriate and effective and supported by communities.

This dissertation will assist in highlighting the need to share the opinions and thoughts of police officers and hopefully draw conclusion to a very real topic of conversation surrounding policing powers.




	SUMMARY OF RESEARCH OBJECTIVES: 

This dissertation will look to analyse specific findings and figures from Police officers and review whether their opinions favour the equipment as an appropriate use of force.

There will be exploration as to whether there needs to be an uptake in officers carrying taser and or whether there is a need to explore other non-lethal options around force in policing. 

Identify concerns from the public in which the police serve and outline measures such as improved training of officers which my help elevate public perception and trust.


	LITERATURE REVIEW:


This dissertation will gather information from a varied list of resources surrounding the topic, it will utilise government data bases like the Home Office and current reports in the public domain, journals, and published research reports.

There will be information reviewed from university research such as the University of Cambridge which documented Taser on its news pages. The research study lead by Dr Barak Ariel explored how Taser carrying had a negative effect overall effect with public-police interactions and that the presence of taser could increase aggressive behaviour, something criminology researchers at Cambridge University called “The weapon effect”
(University of Cambridge, 2018).

Focus will also be drawn to studies surrounding negative implications of taser such as racial and ethnic disparities when it come to use of force and targeted groups, (UCL, 2018).

News articles will also be a source of information as they will deliver insight into public perception. 

College of Policing and the Authorised Professional Planning will also play a large part within the review, focusing on the Legislation, weapons and equipment, command, and deployment sections, (College of Policing, 2018).

There are currently great research studies currently in the public domain such as “An Analysis of TASER in British Policing” published by Superintendent Drummond-Smith and studies such as this highlight many key points.

However, this dissertation will hopefully assist in drawing more focus on Police officer opinions surrounding taser as this is a potential gap in the literature.

The research will also utilise textbook findings such as “Blackstone – Policing handbook”.




	SUMMARY OF RESEARCH –SURVEY METHOD: 

Alongside a thorough Literature review this Dissertation will utilise questionnaires as its primary research method.

These questionnaires will focus on collecting data relating to officers’ perspectives and experiences, prior knowledge and exposure surrounding the uses of Taser. The findings will hopefully bring a diverse range of opinions.

This questionnaire will be distributed to multiple officers to best understand a variety of opinions. The benefit of this research method is that a large number of surveys can be disturbed allowing for better data collection.
 
This research method is best suited as it will also allow for collecting quantitative and qualitative responses to my research question. 


	SUMMARY OF SAMPLING FRAMEWORK: 

This dissertation will focus on gathering data from the opinions of Police officers and police staff. 

The justification for the method of research is that it will provide an understanding from a policing perspective, it will provide focus surrounding the use of force and decision-making surrounding deployment of taser is risk heavy environments and also police perspective and opinion surrounding when its use is appropriate.

The dissertation will obtain data from a variety of officers, those taser CED trained and those not to help provide a variety of specialist and knowledgeable opinions. 





	ETHICAL ISSUES:

All questions within the dissertation will be approached with ethical responsibility in mind.

There will be no inclusion of subjects whereby the application of Taser has been utilised and there will be no involvement of offenders.

There will be no concerning ethical issues during the course of the Dissertation, this will be due to the fact no personal data will be included.



	TIME SCALE:

The Timescale in which this dissertation will be completed in will be set to the following dates throughout 2024:

Proposal and ethics form will be completed by 26/02/2024.

Literature review will then follow and be completed by 06/05/2024.

Research methodology and planning stage will be completed by 17/06/2024. 

Following on the Analysis of results will be completed by 05/08/2024.

Findings and Conclusion will then be completed by the 09/09/2024.

The Final Project Submission will then be completed and submitted by 07/10/2024.
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