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INTRODUCTION
Marcus Tullius Cicero, better known as just Cicero, was born of the wealthy Arpinum family (Britannica, 2024) in 106 BC, and would go on to become one of the most well-known scholars and orators in the history of Classics and Rome. The reasoning behind his fame is largely tied to his success in the courts as both a prosecutor and defence, as well as his astute ability to write everything down, including court speeches that would not have been spoken aloud to an audience (Philippic 2). Cicero’s habit of writing down almost everything he said is summed up nicely by Ingo Gildenhard: “his words were his deeds as it were, his res gestae, monumental interventions in the history of the commonwealth that deserved to be put on record for posterity.” (Gildenhard, 2010). 
In relation to one of his most famous court speeches, In Catilinam; which is the focus of this commentary; is Lucius Sergius Catilina or better known as Catiline. Having served under Pompeius Strabo (Britannica, unknown); the father of the well-known Pompey who was defeated by Julius Caesar; in the 89 BC Social War, coincidently with Cicero himself (although the possibility of them actually meeting during this shared time is unknown), Catiline very quickly gained a reputation for ruthlessness during Sulla’s proscriptions. The relevance of Catiline to Cicero is the period of 63 BC when Cicero was consul, and Catiline attempted to “overthrow the Republic” (Britannica, unknown). 
The city of Rome at this time was struggling with itself, with Pompey battling against King Mithridates VI in the Middle East and Caesar fighting against the tribes of Gaul in the North. The population of Rome, which was almost one million (Wasson, 2016), suffered with a lack of trade and employment, leaving many more opulent Romans in debt. And through all of this internal turmoil of the city and its residents, Catiline was discovered and exposed for his plot of assassination against not only Cicero but other elected officials. 

IN CATILINAM 1.31-3
“We have been living for a long time now, conscript fathers, amid the dangers of a conspiracy and the attempts on our lives, but somehow or other all this criminal activity and this long-standing violence and frenzy has come to a head during my tenure of the consulship.” – Cicero M.T. and Berry D.H., 2006
This passage is from the third to last paragraph of Berry’s translation of Cicero’s In Catilinam. The previous texts of the speech hold reference of accountability, with Cicero claiming that as consul, he and his colleagues are partially to blame for Catiline’s extended period of maliciousness. There is a line that refers to the Senate’s authority being turned ”blunt” under a time of twenty days, alluding to the fact that Catiline and those working under/for/with him have been previously getting away with violent and un-Roman-like behaviour. This strategy of taking accountability for lack of one’s actions can be seen in the quoted passage above near the end. 
As Cicero is the prosecutor in this case against Catiline, as well as being one of the consul’s of Rome, he is displaying his incredible intellect by neutralising himself to the court by admitting that he should have stepped in sooner, and by proxy so should have the Senate, which during this period of struggle for the residents of Rome, was abnormally silent. 
“We have now for a long time, O conscript fathers, lived among these dangers and machinations of conspiracy; but somehow or other, the ripeness of all wickedness, and of this long-standing madness and audacity, has come to a head at the time of my consulship.” – Cicero M.T and Yonge C.D., unknown
Comparatively, in Yonge’s translation of the same text, we see a larger emphasis on Catiline’s actions through the use of the words ‘wickedness’ and ‘madness’. 
Following along with Cicero’s decision to bring not only himself, but other elected officials of the Senate into the case, it brings to mind what Gildenhard commented on in Creative Eloquence: The Construction of Reality in Cicero’s Speeches;
“Cicero portrayed his efforts in the law courts and the political arena as interventions in the eternal conflict between good and evil, in which the ethically sound try to keep at bay, or need protection from, subhuman individuals (naturae immanes), in an endeavour to prevent civilization from lapsing into prehistoric chaos, below the level of the beasts.” – Gildenhard, 2010
This observation by Gildenhard holds incredible weight with Cicero’s writings, particularly in the final passages of In Catilinam. Although Cicero does admonish himself and the Senate for not doing more to stop Catiline previously, he paints their image in good alignment by associating himself and them with Romulus and Jupiter, who are key figures to the cultural and emotional ties of Rome. In partaking in this self-association, Cicero cleverly grants himself the power to speak as if he himself is the deity of Romulus, thus making his word that much more influential to those in the jury and court. 
Alongside this play, Cicero is able to insist and emphasise the damage that Catiline has already done and will further commit in the future. As Isabel K. Köster put it in her review of Vera Sauer's book: "... consistently paints his opponent as a figure who engages in a perverted form of Roman religion.” (Bryn Mawr Classical Review, 2014). If Cicero can associate himself and the Senate with the ethically Roman ways of religion and morals, then he is also able to cast whomever he deems to be straying from that norm as an outsider and therefor threat to the Roman way of life. 
“And on these men who are the opponents of decent citizens, the enemies of their country, brigands of Italy, and linked together in an unholy alliance and syndicate of crime, on these, living and dead, may you inflict everlasting punishment!” – Cicero M.T. and Berry D.H., 2006
Furthermore, by manipulating the importance of Romulus and Jupiter to represent himself and the Senate, Cicero is able to gather unity amongst the people of the court. With such unity brought together by the virtues of Romans and their way of life, Catiline is then very easily othered and turned against, which ended with his exile on November 8 and then later his death at his attempted crossing into Gaul with his remaining followers. 

CONCLUSION
During the year 63 BC, a time when Rome was stretching itself beyond its limits, Cicero was able to bring the people together against a common enemy; Catiline. A terrifying time of conspiracy and instability, Catiline brought fear and death to the people of Rome, yet Cicero was able to combat this threat in the courts with his skill in oratory and by unifying the people there with associations of Romulus and Jupiter. In Catilinam is a brilliant example of Cicero’s ability to adapt and manipulate his words and cultural knowledge to swing the jury onto his side. 
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