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During preparing for the perform Child Protection Conference there had been some positives and negatives of own working and working with others whilst preparing. I found this learning of this topic very interesting and I gained a vast amount of knowledge from the learning throughout. The activity consisted of me and three other class pupils conducting their own child protection conference. The preparation of the activity I feel was strength of ours as a group. I feel that the preparation for the activity was a strength of ours as well all worked well together to create a script to revise for our Child Protection Conference, we all contributed to looking for different legislations, polices and other factors to find information on and reference. The legislations I had to reference throughout the Initial Child Protection Conference were; All Wales Child Protection Act (2004), The Rights of Children and Young Persons (Wales) Measure (2011), Social Services and Well-being (Wales) Act 2014, Flying start Welsh Government (2017). Researching these legislations helped me to gain an understanding of why there are protocols to follow and why children and young people are to be safeguarded against any signs of abuse in any way shape or form. As a team we arranged to meeting between us to discuss the content of our Initial Child Protection Conference, we all had allocated areas to research, mine were to research legislations that applied to my area of work as a Health Visitor working in a Flying Start Welsh Government (2017). 
Whilst taking part in the Initial Child Protection Conference I had a role to play of being a Health Visitor. In this role I had to raise my concerns of neglect that a mother is showing towards her children in a child conference case. Health Visitors complete and conduct various home visits to families to check on children and ensure safety, love and comfort is in every house hold, health visitors will also carry out health checks on the children they are monitoring. Whilst being in this role in the Initial Child Protection Conference I have a duty of safeguarding of the children that I conduct health checks upon. During the Initial Child Protection Conference, I raised my concerns amongst other professionals in which we all took in turns to explain our concerns. After we explained our concerns to explain we then agreed to a safety plan to be put in place for the children. I feel that we all worked well as team, and our work prior to the Child Protection Conference worked well and the Child Protection Conference had valid and quality points that were relevant to our statements given. 
Relevant legislations
There are many of relevant legislation that is produced to help try and keep children and young people safe in the world around them. The legislations that were relevant to my own work during the Initial Child Protection Conference were:
UNCRC 1991- This legislation was used to inform the professionals in the Initial Child Protection Conference that all children have a right, within this Article 27 was the important Article of Right that was looked at. Article 27 stated that ‘You (meaning children) have the right to food, clothing, and a safe place to live and to have your basic needs met. You should not be disadvantaged so that you can't do many of the things other kids can do.’ -National Assembly for Wales (2018). This article also linked with a legislation that is specific to Wales, this legislation is The Rights of Children and Young Persons (Wales) measure 2011. The Welsh Assembly works closely with the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child as a guide to all its work which links in with the All Wales Child Protection Procedure (AWCPP (2008) legislation. 
Social Services and Well-being (Wales) Act 2014 this legislation was used in the Initial Child Protection Conference to show understanding of the different types of abuse children can receive when they are not being protected. In the Initial Child Protection Conference I as the Health Visitor had a concern that the children were subject to minor neglect. 
All Wales Child Protection Procedures (AWCPP) 2008 is an important legislation that is important to the protection to children and young people. This legislation is a main legislation that is used around Wales to ensure that all children are protected and safeguarded against any harm. The AWCPP (2008) legislation states that ‘Every person in contact with or working with children and their families should understand their role and responsibilities to safeguard and promote the welfare of children; and should be familiar with and follow their organisation’s procedures and protocols for safeguarding and promoting the welfare of children and know who to contact in their organisation to express concerns about a child’s welfare.’ 
Correct procedures to follow in an Initial Child Protection Conference
There are correct procedures to follow prior to and during an Initial Child Protection Conference. As a Health Visitor the procedures and legislations that I would be following prior to going to an Initial Child Protection Conference,  would be to firstly after noticing my concerns with the parent, children and the house I would speak to mum raising my concerns and offer the parent(s) support. For example: giving parent(s) advice on having a timetable for themselves to wash clothes, organise themselves for any appointments and meeting, food shopping etc, advice parent(s) to go to parenting groups, play groups. All my concerns would also be logged into their children’s files that are allocated to them. This would include logging what I have seen and how I have tried to support the parent(s). If the parent(s) do not take the advice given onboard and change the way they are living then my next procedure to follow is to take my concerns further to Social Services. This would be a direct call to Social Services in which I would speak to them that day and log my concerns with them. It is then in their hands then to take action further. Once my concerns are logged and the Social Services take the complaint further which then leads to a Initial Child Protection Conference, I would attend this meeting and explain my concerns with the others around the table in which then we would all try to decide a decision. This decision would be to try and help this family whether it would be removing the children from the family or to give more support within the family home. The legislation that I would follow as a health visitor would be the All Wales Child Protection Procedure 2008.
Multi-disciplinary are health care workers of different members of different disciplines, in which my case would be me, working as a Health Visitor. Multi-disciplinary work closely with different multi-agency teams and organisations with each of them provides specific services to the children and their families. With Multi-disciplinary and multi-agencies working together they are able to gain a specific outcome and goals in order to support parents and children whilst following the correct legislations and polices of safeguarding. 
Multi-agency working is important when working with children and young people and working together in Initial Child Protection Conferences. Working together involves multi-agencies, for example: Health Visitors working with Flying Start, Early Year’s intervention teams, parenting groups working with mum and the Health Visitor. There are many other multi-agencies that will work with Health Visitors and the families they work with in order to give as much support as possible. 
Links with Wales
All Wales Child Protection Procedures 2008, United Convention on the Rights of the Child as well as Social Services and Well-being Act 2014 have links with Wales within their legislation frameworks. In the Initial Child Protection Conference these legislations were used from research by having links with Wales and the multi-agencies that work in and around Wales with children and young people. These legislations support children and young people and the professionals working in Wales to ensure all children are safeguarded and to ensure all professionals follow policies and protocols to keep children safe.
After taking part in the Initial Child Protection Conference and conducting research I feel there are many skills that I could adapt on and there are also skills that I could take further with myself. Skills that are required to be a Health Visitors involve having excellent communication and listening skills, patients and persuasiveness, the ability to interpret body language and non-verbal communication, the ability to cope emotionally with distressing issues, organisational skills and the ability to work on your own initiative. From this list of skills I feel that I have a strong skill ladder of having excellent communication and listening skills, I am patient with giving parents as much support as possible, giving parents advice on how to support, safeguard and protect their children as well as looking after themselves. In the Initial Child Protection Conference I as the Health Visitor state that I would be supporting mum with household amenities (keeping up with washing, having adequate food in the house) and encouraging mum to attend her meetings. This is a role of being a Health Visitor but it is also a role of having a duty of care to safeguard children against any potential harm. In which legislations and polices are followed. The main legislation to follow as mention previously is the All Wales Child Protection Procedure 2008. The ability to cope with distressing issues and having organisational skills is also very important to have when being a Health Visitor. When dealing with safeguarding issues, families will become distress and will look for support from Health Visitors so it also helps for Health Visitors to be organised with their paper work and supporting families with safeguarding issues. Whilst Health Visitors needing to be organised with their paper work on a everyday aspect it is also very important for Health Visitors to be organised with their paper work when making a safeguarding complaint to social services.
Whilst having a strong skill ladder there is also some negatives that I feel would need to be improve on to become a better health visitor. These skills involve being persuasive and having the ability to interpret body language and non-verbal communication. These are main skills that are required to be a Health Visitor. When dealing with a safeguarding issue with children and young people, Health Visitors need to be persuasive with encouraging parents to take support and join groups to minimise the chance of a safeguarding issue. This is a skill that can be worked upon to becoming a better Health Visitor. As well as being persuasive, Health Visitors needs to be able to have the ability to interpret body language and non-verbal communication. Health Visitors need to be telling the differences in body languages from parents and children they are working with. This helps to identity safeguarding issues with children and young people in order to protect them. All these skills mentioned are important with being a Health Visitor as well as becoming a better more efficient Health Visitor. 
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