800 Word Report
What were some lasting impacts of the Roman threats and destruction of the Second Temple in 70 C.E.?

Abstract
The main findings of my poster, were that the lasting impacts of the Second Temple for modern Jews does not just consist of mourning and grievance, as I first thought, but an argument presented by P.H.D and Rabbi, Dalia Marx in her work: 'THE MISSING TEMPLE: THE STATUS OF THE TEMPLE IN JEWISH CULTURE FOLLOWING ITS DESTRUCTION'. This shows the modern practices of remembering the Second Temple’s destruction more as a way for Jews to heal, rather than to continuously mourn something that is now missing from their lives. Marx, in her conclusion, states that the Temple does not need to be a concrete sanctuary for Jews to pray, reflect, mourn, and even learn scriptural teachings, but the Temple lives on through the memories and modern festivals dedicated to it. Marx’s argument makes me believe that the Temple is still alive in the hearts of all Jews that adhere to its festivals and mourn its loss, physically.
 Thus, the lasting impacts of its destruction are that it should be mourned and respected, but at the same time it should be celebrated and remembered as a difficult period in the life of Judaism, coming from the brink of extinction after the destruction, to evolving into a world religion that is flourishing today. 


Introduction 
For my primary source, I decided to explore lasting impacts of the Roman threats and destruction of the Jewish Second Temple in the year 70 C.E. In order to do this, research on background information was needed surrounding the Temple’s destruction, including the leadup to why it happened in the Jewish and Roman conflicts (66 C.E. – 74 C.E.).  I also looked at the Roman siege of Jerusalem by Titus’ army and how the Temple actually got destroyed in 70 C.E. I also engage with secondary sources in the poster, giving opinionated arguments on what the impacts are, for not just the surviving Jews after the Temple’s destruction, but even modern and reformative Jews of today. I investigated this by exploring Jewish festivals and events such as the event of Tisha B’Av (Day of Mourning), as well as looking at pilgrimages to the “Wailing Wall”.
 Some theological questions were also observed on the Temple’s destruction for converted Jews to Christianity and Jesus movements. Hence, biblical Christian perspectives on the destruction of the Second Temple is also explored in the poste,r as well as what re-defining features were done to Judaism after the Temple’s and even Judea’s destruction. Lastly, included in the poster, is a brief insight on the impacts of the Temple’s destruction. I offer my own opinion on what the impacts explored in the poster means to me, when looking at the practices and festivals of Judaism today. 

Leadup and the destruction of the Second Temple in 70 C.E.
One of the sections in my poster was looking at the leadup towards the Second Temple’s destruction involving reasons, as to why the revolt started in the first place, as well as also looking at how General Titus tactically defeated the Judean Jews and completely destroyed the Second Temple in the summer of 70 C.E. Supported by an online article titled: ‘The Great Jewish Revolt of 66 C.E.’ written by Harry Oates, the reasons as to why there were tensions between Jews and Romans in the first place, was mainly because of the distaste, favouritism (to the Sadducees) and class divisions that were created by Roman procurators such as Pontius Pilate and the incompetent Gessius Florus. Through his plundering and looting of the Second Temple, in order to erect statues of the then Emperor Nero and himself, he exasperated tensions. By watching a Youtube clip from the Megalim institute titled: ‘A Temple in Flames The Final Battle for Jerusalem and the Destruction of the Second Temple’, the destruction of the Second Temple itself is explored, four years later in the summer of 70 C.E. by Titus’ army. This was done through starving the city by surrounding its walls, and eventually breaking into them, and after their victory, creating the Arch of Titus in Rome in 81 C.E.

The Aftermath of the Temple’s destruction, the lasting impacts for Jews today and biblical Christian perspectives
I also looked at the aftermath of the Temple’s destruction and its lasting impacts for Jews today. I did this by exploring different impacts for different Jews within the poster. Many Jews felt like they lost a part of themselves when losing their Temple, and many seemed to question why God would allow such as tragedy to happen, as well as questioning their own sin. Surviving Jews in the diaspora are also explored and re-defining features for Judaism after the destruction are incorporated into the poster. This includes finding new leadership positions of Rabbis and Torah scholars and making the Torah and Synagogue the main focuses of worship, with many built in various landmarks presented in the poster. There were also more practices in Halakhah laws for Jews after the destruction, which would later be based in the Talmud in 4th century C.E. Biblical Christian perspectives are explored in the poster, with brief examples from the gospel of Matthew and book of Daniel on the foreshadowing’s of Jesus Christ, proclaiming the destruction of the Second Temple. This also proclaims that the destruction of the Second Temple was primarily caused by the Jews and their lack of faith in Jesus being the true anointed one, which is further explored in the poster.

Conclusion
To conclude, the destruction of the Second Temple can arguably be seen more as an evolutionary step forward for the religion of Judaism, rather than a setback to tragedy and near-extinction. The Temple lives on in the memories and hearts in all past and modern Jewish individuals, and its impacts on Judaism will live on for generations and years to come. 
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