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Outdoor Ed APPbag of Tricks
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Brew time. After a morning of marking, I slam the 
lid of the laptop shut and head down the street for a 
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my eye over the small area dedicated for those of us 
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can see. Everyone is on the phone, not talking, but 
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me; I have a bit of apping to do myself. I sit down and 
join the small crowd, pulling out my phone as I do 
so. It’s ironic that I have stumbled upon a chance to 
review an app.
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my teaching, back to the ol’ days some may say. My 
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grand scale. To avoid, as much as possible, the digital 
world. It is probably unsurprising that I encountered 
a few bumps in the road, such as electronic teaching 
platforms, assignment submission queries, weather 
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APPbag of Tricks from the people at Wild Exposure. 
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truly open. Aimed at outdoor educators and guides, 
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program themes and briefs, readings, quotes, 
initiatives, games and activities, checklists, program 
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a sip of my short black, and notice the local paper on 
the seat beside me; but by now, I am keen to see what’s 
inside my APPbag. By no means am I a tech guru, so 
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The Outdoor Ed APPbag of Tricks aims to 
encompass multiple versions of outdoor education, 
from the school-based context to scouts, girl guides, 
and beyond. Depending on who you are and why you 
are in the outdoors will determine the helpfulness of 
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support and handy hints about program planning 
and checklists, as well as a solid array of activities 
and icebreakers. For the more experienced who are 
prepared to keep learning, new ideas can be found to 

tweak and mould into your existing repertoire. Gentle 
reminders are also present for things that might have 
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The app is clearly designed to be continually 
adaptive, responding to suggestions from users, and 
does not pretend to be a comprehensive manual. The 
crew at Wild Exposure ask for feedback and ideas 
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to assist with improvements. More than likely, as 
more and more outdoor edders jump on board, the 
resources will build and the current gaps within the 
app will slowly close. Over time, the Outdoor Ed 
APPbag of Tricks may become the go-to resource for 
practitioners. 

The information within the app relating to 
checklists, health and safety, teaching, and planning 
are simple, easy to read, and accurate. The information 
presented will be helpful for most; however, as good 
educators know, caution and a pinch of salt is needed. 
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the information as your needs and context require. 
Likewise, explanations for activities and icebreakers 
are straightforward and easy to implement. Currently, 
the app contains a good spread of icebreakers and 
minor activities to choose from that suit a range of 
contexts, ages, and purposes for those outside with 
students. More in depth educational activities for 
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impression these will grow over time. The assemblage 
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good start, and are a handy resource to have at your 
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arises.  

The Outdoor Ed APPbag of Tricks is easy to 
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practitioners and students alike, is a nice touch. The 
home page of the app lays out nine options from 
������ 	�� ��������#��� ��	�����	����� 	���"��	� 	������ ���
the top left, includes a welcome that sets the scene 
and highlights other particulars, including a clear set 
of instructions on how to operate the app. The other 
eight options are labelled clearly and hint at what may 
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icebreakers, arrival ideas, program themes, and so 
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only ever two taps away. This is just as well because 
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of the information is held, can be time consuming. 
Frustration may follow if what you are searching for 
is missing. As the app grows, frustration from missing 
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messy and chaotic with the extra resources. However, 
I am sure the smart tech gurus at Wild Exposure have 
already lined up a solution. 
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cups. It is also lunchtime. I don’t want to go tech 
free after all. I don’t want to overlook or miss out on 
innovative, exciting changes in our industry. The 
Outdoor Ed APPbag of Tricks is a great idea that in 
time will develop into a handy, easy, and portable 
tool for outdoor educators and guides alike. If I were 
writing to the local rag on the seat next to me, the 
Outdoor Ed APPbag of Tricks would appear in the 
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