Supportive Papers
Introduction
This paper is to support the presentation and the information I have found. It will be analysing how the police dealt with covid and the new laws and what the perception of the police was during Covid-19 Pandemic. 
How did the Police Deal with Covid-19?
Public services around the world have taken various measures to deal with COVID-19. the police took immediate and decisive action to keep people safe, tackle crime and find answers to problems brought by the pandemic
The police's job is to make sure we abide by national lockdown regulations. But it presents a significant obstacle for the officers who are expected to keep an eye on actions that were previously entirely lawful. When interacting with the public, police departments have promoted safety precautions like wearing masks, keeping a social distance, and utilising personal protective equipment. This has been done to lessen the quantity of virus particles that could be breathed in or exhaled by others, particularly in confined spaces where the virus can spread more quickly, like buses and stores.  (World Health Organization, no date) 
A 48-hour dispersal order, which is granted under Section 35 of the Anti-Social Behaviour Crime and Policing Act 2014. South Wales Police (N.D) states Under Section 35 of the Act, police officers can instruct anybody who is causing, or is likely to cause harassment, alarm or distress to leave the area. They will also have the power to seize any property which officers suspect is being used to cause anti-social behaviour. This order is a preventative measure following increase reports of anti-social behaviour to prevent the rise in numbers.
Evidence suggests that wearing a face covering does not protect the wearer. (NPCC, N.D) tell us if the wearer is infected but asymptomatic, a face covering may provide some protection for others with whom they come into close contact. This means maintaining social distancing where possible, washing hands regularly with soap and water, and using hand sanitiser remain the most effective way to prevent transmission of disease. 
Washing your hands is one of the easiest ways to protect yourself and others from illnesses such as food poisoning and viruses such as flu and coronavirus (COVID-19). (NHS, no date) informs us that washing your hands properly removes dirt, viruses and bacteria to stop them spreading to other people and objects, which can spread illnesses such as food poisoning, flu or diarrhoea. This means it can help stop people picking up infections and spreading them to others. It can also help stop spreading infections when you're visiting someone in hospital or another healthcare setting. 
A video that surfaced showed people seemingly disobeying advice outside of a Suffolk pub, prompting a health official to highlight the "vital" importance of social distancing. The current English social distancing guidelines stipulate that people should maintain a two-meter distance from others, or one metre with "mitigations" like wearing face masks and washing their hands more frequently. (ITV News, 2020) 
Face coverings are required in hospitality settings, aside from when seated, and there is a social distancing of 2 metres (6 feet) in all public spaces and workplaces where reasonable licenced premises must take additional precautions to protect patrons and employees, such as table service and gathering contact information. (BBC News, 2022)

Implementation of Safety Protocols and Restrictions
The Police were given new powers and support to respond to this virus. (GOV.UK, 2020) states new public health regulations will strengthen enforcement powers to reduce the spread of coronavirus, protect the NHS and save lives. To ensure people stay at home and avoid non-essential travel, the powers granted to the police if members of the public did not comply the police include: instruct them to go home, leave an area or disperse, ensure parents are taking necessary steps to stop their children breaking these rules, issue a fixed penalty notice of £60, which will be lowered to £30 if paid within 14 days, issue a fixed penalty notice of £120 for second time offenders, doubling on each further repeat offence. This is done so that the police can help battle against the spread of covid by being able to use legal force to prevent or decrease the amount of people potentially spreading the virus.
[bookmark: _Int_2z2lNOtY]Individuals who do not pay a fixed penalty notice under the regulations could be taken to court. (Casciani, D. 2021) Tells us magistrates can impose unlimited fines. If an individual continues to refuse to comply, they will be acting unlawfully, and the police may arrest them where deemed proportionate and necessary. You must stay at home unless you have a "reasonable excuse" to be outside. Police won't fine you for leaving home to go shopping for essential goods, or to use a business that can remain open, or for going to work or education, training or childcare. Exercising. 
To guarantee adherence to COVID-19 guidelines, there are more police officers in some areas. (GOV.UK, 2020) Informs that In addition to responding to calls regarding COVID-19 infractions, officers have been patrolling their communities and engaging with them. As coronavirus enforcement intensifies, nearly 6,000 officers join the police force. The government plans to add 20,000 more officers within the next three years. The police have also been ensuring public safety in recent weeks by toughening up on those who disobey the laws put in place to help halt the coronavirus's spread. This is because of the rising demand for policing services, these extra officers are much needed in covid times.  
Balancing enforcement and empathy
Some people appreciated the efforts of law enforcement in enforcing COVID-19 regulations to protect public health. However, there were instances where concerns were raised about excessive force or heavy-handed approaches, leading to debates on striking a balance between enforcement and empathy. 
Balancing enforcement and empathy with police during the COVID-19 pandemic is crucial for maintaining public safety while also addressing the unique challenges faced by individuals and communities. (College of Policing, 2017) believes It's important to recognize that empathy and understanding can help build trust and cooperation between law enforcement and the public. Police officers can prioritize education and communication to ensure that people are aware of COVID-19 guidelines and the reasons behind them, rather than resorting solely to enforcement measures. By engaging in respectful dialogue and providing support, police can encourage compliance while also considering the specific circumstances and needs of individuals. This means that overall, a balanced approach that combines enforcement with empathy can contribute to a more effective and compassionate response to the pandemic  
Perception
Many members of the public expressed appreciation and gratitude for the efforts of frontline workers, including the police, who continued to work during the pandemic to maintain public safety and enforce COVID-19 restrictions.  
(BBC News, 2020) Informs one of the most widespread displays of appreciation was the nightly applause and cheers from balconies, windows, and rooftops. This heartwarming gesture aimed to thank healthcare workers, first responders, and other essential service providers who bravely faced the frontlines to keep communities safe. 
(Barnes, A. 2021) tells us many individuals took the time to write thank you notes, letters, and messages expressing their gratitude. These messages of appreciation were often directed towards healthcare professionals, public health officials, sanitation workers, delivery personnel, and other essential workers, reminding them of their invaluable contribution during these challenging times. 
Officers were putting themselves at risk of covid when on duty so it is important for officers to see their efforts to keep our society safe being appreciated as sometimes it feels like these efforts can be taken for granted or overlooked. Officers having high morale means that they can do their job to the best standard and have a positive mindset and mental health while on and off duty. 
The impact on officer wellbeing during the covid-19 can suffer through post-traumatic stress disorder (PTSD), depression, and anxiety through the fear of catching the virus and seeing their family or friend suffer from the virus. Tensions between officers and the public might be heightened because officers must enforce measures that prevent us from doing our normal routines.  A lack of knowledge and understanding of a disease amongst officers and the public could result in a lack of trust and sense of community. (UCL, N.D) 
Conclusion
To conclude the police did their job of enforcing covid rules to form public safety through use of their new powers as best as they could to when considering they were putting themselves at risk of covid and a large part of the public appreciated the public services by showing signs such as clapping for them.
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