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Task 4

Safeguarding in an area which is not your main area of work

Guidance: 
Social Care Wales require newly qualified social workers to provide evidence of their understanding of safeguarding work with adults and children. The assignment below will enable you to demonstrate this. N.B. if your usual area of work is with children please write about adult safeguarding. If you usually work with adults, then write about child safeguarding.  Ensure you meet the learning out comes for this task (see appendix 5 of the handbook).

	Question a:
In an area that is not your main focus of work (see guidance above), explain the relevant legislation, and the national, local and organisational policies and procedures for safeguarding. 



My main focus of work is within Adult Services. This assignment will therefore be in safeguarding children.  In the United Kingdom, social work practice for safeguarding children is undergirded by a framework of legislation, national guidelines, local policies, and organisational procedures aimed at protecting children from abuse and neglect. In Wales, the Social Services and Wellbeing (Wales) Act (2014) (SSWWA), sets out the legal framework for the protection and welfare of children. Aspects of the Children Act have been repealed by the SSWWA. Section 21 of SSWWA confers a duty upon local authorities to assess the needs of a child for care and support. The statute emphasises the paramountcy of the child's welfare and the duty of local authorities to safeguard and promote the welfare of children within their area.

The SSWWA (2014) as the lead legislation, also makes Local Health Boards and NHS Trusts statutory relevant safeguarding partners therefore cooperation between Children’s Services staff and staff working in these organisations is expected as it is with other agencies which include schools and police. Part 9 of the Act envisages this multiagency cooperation. 

Part 7 of the SSWWA is concerned with safeguarding of both adults and children and section 130 imposes a duty upon relevant partners to report to the local authorities any child suspected to be at risk. Under subsection 4, it defines a child at risk to be one who is experiencing or is at risk of abuse, neglect or other kinds of harm, and has needs for care and support (whether or not the authority is meeting any of those needs). Section 130 (6) states: ‘for provision about a local authority's duty to investigate children at risk, see section 47 of the Children Act 1989.’  Section 47 of the Children Act provides for local authorities to make enquiries where harm is suspected.
 
The Wales Safeguarding procedures (2019) are in use in Wales to ensure a standardised approach. The SSWWA provides the framework undergirding the Wales Safeguarding Procedures.  The Wales Safeguarding procedures (2019) are based on two principles which are: safeguarding is everyone’s responsibility, and that the child should be the focus. This paramountcy principle reflects Part 2 of the SSWWA.  

Professionals in safeguarding are guided to have regard to the child’s views, wishes and feelings, promote the dignity of the individual, have regard to the characteristics, culture and beliefs of the child and their family, provide appropriate support to enable the child to participate in decisions that affect him or her. 

 In collaboration with "Working Together to Safeguard people", and SSWWA, All Wales safeguarding procedures provide a framework for multi-agency working and sets out the responsibilities of individual organisations and professionals in safeguarding and promoting the welfare of children. It emphasises the importance of early intervention, risk assessment, and the need for effective communication and collaboration among agencies. Safeguarding meeting like the Strategy discussions and Child Protection meetings pull together professionals from different agencies to provide a response to safeguarding concerns. 

Each Welsh local authority is required to have its own safeguarding policies and safeguarding boards procedures in line with national guidance.

In summary, social work practice in safeguarding children in Wales is governed by a comprehensive framework of legislation, national guidelines, local policies, and organisational procedures.
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	Question b:
Reflect on the difference between safeguarding in adults’ and children’s work



In Welsh social work practice, safeguarding adults and safeguarding children share the common goal of protecting vulnerable individuals from harm, abuse, and neglect. However, there are differences in the legal frameworks, policies, and practices that guide the safeguarding of adults and children in Wales.

The similarities are as follows:

1. Duty to Protect: Both safeguarding adults and safeguarding children are based on the principle that society has a duty to protect those who are at risk of harm. This duty is enshrined in legislation and is a fundamental aspect of social work practice in Wales.

2. Multi-Agency Collaboration: Both safeguarding adults and children in Wales requires multi-agency collaboration involving social services, health professionals, law enforcement, and other relevant agencies. Effective communication and joint working are essential for identifying, assessing, and addressing safeguarding concerns for both adults and children.

3. Person-Centred Approach: In both cases, Social Workers are expected to take a person-centred approach, focusing on the individual's needs, wishes, and best interests. This approach involves including the person in decision-making, respecting their autonomy, and promoting their well-being.

Differences are as follows:

1. Legal Framework: Safeguarding adults in Wales is primarily governed by the Social Services and Well-being (Wales) Act (2014), which sets out the legal framework for the protection and support of adults at risk. On the other hand, safeguarding children is mainly governed by the Children Act (1989) and the Children Act (2004), which emphasise the welfare and protection of children in need.

2. Capacity and Consent: Safeguarding adults involves a consideration of capacity and consent, as adults are presumed to have the capacity to make decisions unless proven otherwise. Social Workers must assess an adult's capacity to make decisions and take steps to support individuals in making informed choices. In contrast, safeguarding children focuses on the best interests of the child, with decisions made on their behalf by responsible adults, such as parents or legal guardians.

3. Types of Abuse: While there are some forms of abuse, such as physical and sexual abuse, that can affect both adults and children, there are specific forms of abuse that are more relevant to each group. For example, financial abuse and neglect of medical care are more common concerns in safeguarding adults, while neglect, emotional abuse, and educational neglect are more commonly associated with safeguarding children.

In conclusion, safeguarding adults and safeguarding children in Welsh social work practice share common principles, such as the duty to protect and the importance of multi-agency collaboration. However, there are also important differences in the legal frameworks, approaches to decision-making, and types of abuse that are addressed when safeguarding vulnerable adults and children in Wales.
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