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For a group of your choice discuss and describe potential reason why those individuals and groups may become isolated within society.

This essay will look at and define the roles of different sex workers in the UK defining prostitution, with a focus on the potential reasons as to why the sex workers may become isolated within society and giving an understanding of the barriers to equality and inclusion for this group in society. It will look at key pieces of legislation and the legal status relating to sex workers and prostitutes. Relating to theory policy and practice with the comparisons of different cultural views and opinions regarding the sex work industry by exploring the multi-dimensional effects of social positioning of sex work within culture and subculture.
Sex workers are people who work in the sex industry making money by selling sexual services on the streets or indoor establishments. There are many sex workers which include prostitutes, lap dancers, call girl and pornographic actor/actress. The term ‘sex worker’ was introduced by sex workers themselves to present themselves as people of a legitimate profession (Leigh, 1997). In England and Wales sexual services are legal however, it is not legal to run a brothel. In the UK alone, it is estimated that there are up to 80,000 people selling sexual services (Commons, 2017). In many other countries selling sexual services is much more open and liberated, whereas in others it remains illegal. Sweden are an example of a country that has taken a much more restrictive approach, having introduced a method of prevention in 1999 known as the ‘act which prohibits the sale of sexual services’ in which the people paying and selling sexual services are criminals and can be prosecuted with a fine or imprisonment. The reason behind this legislation is the hope to clamp down on the service and its users. The belief that prostitution causes harm not only to people but to society as it links with serious crimes and therefore criminalising it came with the hope of a decline in crime rates and prostitution (Government offices of Sweden, 2015).
Types of prostitution
Prostitute is a term used to describe a woman who is over the age of consent and is willingly partaking in sexual activities for payment (Leigh, 1997). Prostitution continues to be a very widespread social issue and there are many forms of prostitution which include male or female prostitution. Transgender prostitution which is males who have had sex changes providing sexual services (Anon, 1997). Forced prostitution which is when people are forced to provide sexual services against their will. Migrant prostitution which are those from other countries providing sexual services which earns them very good money (Anon, 1997). Child prostitution involves those under the age of consent with the variation between different countries. Pimps and exploitation which is when someone offers protection and business who then gains from the proceeds of the sex workers. Trafficked involves men women and children who have been bought into the country under false pretences or against their will to carry out sexual services  (Anon, 1997). 
Reasons for and causes of prostitution
There are many factors which could contribute for the cause or reasons behind those turning to prostitution. A main factor could be the individual’s financial situation, poverty could push someone forward to selling sexual services to help them out of financial hardship. The negative side of this would be having that financial injection quite easily therefore the individual could find it difficult not to get caught up in a vicious cycle of dependency on the income. 
Drug dependency is another contributing factor for individuals selling sexual services in order to feed their habits and gain financially simply to be able to purchase more drugs, again finding themselves in a vicious cycle. Drug users are more likely to be street sex workers who are picked up by kerb crawlers in places such as red light districts.


England and Wales
England and Wales statistics on prostitution show a decrease in the recorded number of soliciting for prostitution offences. In 2002 it was reported that 2,111 offences occurred whereas in 2016 the numbers stood at 420 (Statista, 2017). These figures are surprising given that the number of prostitutes in England and Wales are anything up to 80,000. A reason for this could be a shift away from criminalising towards support and rehabilitation. It may also be the case that social attitudes towards sex workers in the UK in general have become more tolerant and liberal.
Legislation relating to prostitution in England and Wales
The Sexual Offences Act came into force in 2003 amending previous legislation which dates back to 1976 (The Sexual Offences Act, 2003). The term sex worker applies across the board for not only females but males and transgender adults who sell sexual services. The sale of sexual services in England and Wales is legal providing that the sex worker is over the age of consent, is not being coerced, forced or unwillingly partaking in any sexual activity. The legislation also states that the sale of sexual services is legal providing it is not carried out in a brothel or establishment of any kind (Commons, 2017).
Prostitution in England and Wales is legal, when it is the Basic act of a person over the age of 18 exchanging sexual activities willingly for money. Prostitutes are able to charge for sex, however, many things associated to prostitution are illegal – such as trying to find clients in the street, running a brothel and pimping (Mills, 2017).
Some police forces in Britain have already successfully tried out experiments with the introduction of ‘safe zones’ where street prostitution has been tolerated. Stating that this has helped to contain the prostitution and makes it much easier to protect the sex workers (Mills, 2017).


