Introduction 
During this presentation today the researcher will be looking at the Curriculum in China and comparing it to the Foundation Phase in Wales. It will show both curriculums and the different use of their pedagogies. The researcher will also be looking at how well the pedagogies are working in China’s education compared to the Foundation Phase in Wales.
What is a curriculum? 
Great schools Partnership (2014) states:
The Curriculum refers to an educational content taught in a school. It is the skills and knowledge practitioners teach to children to further their education.
                                                                                 (Great Schools Partnership, 2014). 

However, Stauffer (2020) suggests that the Curriculum can mean many different things to people in the education field. 
Main Body 
China has one of the largest education systems in the world with approximately 260 million students, 15 million teachers in about 514,000 schools (National Bureau of Statistics of China, 2014) Children in China start Kindergarten (Pre-school) at the age of two or three years old and do not finish until they are six years of age (OECD, 2016).
Wilcock (2013) defines that children should not formally start school until they are at least six or seven years old as the current education is damaging our children.  
However, this is slightly different to Wales as Welsh children start Pre-school at two until three years old and some children start school at three and half.
In China many pre-schools are privately owned and it is not compulsory for children to attended preschool. This could affect many children as their parents may not be able to afford to send their child to Kindergarten as it is too expensive. This would affect the child’s development (The children’s society, 2020).
 On the other hand in Wales most of the Pre-schools are run by the Government so they are free for all children to attend. This is an advantage for Wales as parents can go back to work earlier. (Welsh Government 2014)
Chinese children must complete nine years of compulsory education. Chinese children spend six years in primary school (OECD, 2016). Similarly to China not all Welsh children have to attend pre-school (Children in Wales, 2014).  Children in Wales must complete thirteen years of compulsory education. Welsh children spend eight years in primary school. 
Since the early 1980’s China’s education system has undergone a lot of reforms. Their Government has made many adjustments to their education policy, to make the system run better with the country’s social and economic development, as well as new education needs and trends. 
China’s reform of their curriculum is to promote children to an all round development. China’s new curriculum is to emphasis children’s moral, intellectual and physical development, in order to cultivate moral virtues, discipline, culture and ideals (Feng, 2006). BERA, (2019) points out that China’s new curriculum wants to come away from the basic skills development and towards a holistic approach to the development. Gouk (2016) considers whether the amazing levels of discipline in the Chinese’s schools are done to how strict their timetables are or the way they still use the cane. China’s education does try to promote cross-curriculum learning in some Chinese’s schools (Open Edition Journals, 2020).
Wales is also undergoing curriculum transformation and will be introducing the new curriculum into schools and education settings in 2022 (Welsh Government, 2019). The new curriculum will consist of six different areas of learning. These six areas include
· Expressive Arts,
· Health and well-being, 
· Humanities, 
· Language, 
· Literacy  
· Communication, 
                                                                                           (Welsh Government, 2015).

These six areas of learning will be taught through a Cross-Curriculum approach that will allow children to develop a more creative way to develop their knowledge (Welsh Government, 2020). This approach will allow children to become active members of society who can problem solve, critically think, and organise themselves (Welsh Government, 2015).
According to Feng (2006) the curriculum standards in China are not flexible enough for teachers who want to move from the bigger city schools into the small town schools, as they find it hard to implement the new curriculum due to their insufficient ability. 
Fu (2019) states Chinese children do very well in maths at school, as in China they go into more detail than most other countries. Teachers do not move onto something new until each child understands through drills and repetition what they are doing. 
China’s Curriculum goes into more depth and covers fewer topics, where the teacher pushes their class to do well (Fu, 2019). This is totally different to the new curriculum in Wales as it is very flexible for the teachers. If teachers want to move from one school to another it is easier, as all schools in Wales follow the same format. The only difference between Wales and China is that Wales has first and second language Welsh schools.  (Welsh Government, 2017). With the new curriculum coming to force in 2022 the Welsh Government wants to promote more of the Welsh language in schools. 
Donaldson (2017) wants the new Curriculum to promote the Welsh language as he thinks we do not speak enough Welsh in Welsh Schools.  
Donaldson states ‘he wants 1 million Welsh Speakers by 2050’ (2017).
Inspections 
The Chinese inspection system has one inspector assigned to each primary school in China (China Snapshot 2016). These inspectors are recruited by local government inspection institutions and are experienced headmasters, teachers, educational researchers and administrators. Information regarding the roles of inspectors are released to the public (Joynes, C. Gibbs, E. & Sims, K, 2020). Inspectors have five schools, one a month. These inspections cover enrolment, school fees, curriculum, and teaching, learning burden and food sanitation. The inspectors communicate with the schools and give guidance on how well the school is doing and what the school could improve on (China Snapshot, 2016). 
China Snapshot (2016) explains that in May 2015 their inspection system covered over 99% of primary and secondary schools. 
In Wales, the inspection system is different. Estyn gives schools in Wales three weeks prior notice before visiting the school (ESTYN, 2017). This gives the Head teacher and teachers three weeks to prepare (ESTYN, 2018).  
Unlike the Chinese schools who focus only on the children’s education, schools in Wales focus on the maintenance and equipment of schools as well as their education (ESTYN 2017). Also, in China the children and inspectors know each other and the inspector will know if the children are not being themselves (China Snapshot, 2016). In Wales, children do not know who the inspectors are and sometimes it can be a frightening experience for the small child or the children could start to misbehave, with a new person in the classroom. In Wales, three weeks before Estyn arrives the teachers give each parent a questionnaire to fill out about the school and how well they think it is performing (ESYN, 2018).  After the inspection is finished, Estyn will feedback to the school with everything they think is good about the school and what the school could improve on. The school would either pass the inspection or it would fail and will have a short amount of time to sort the issue out and the inspectors would return to the school to see if it has been resolved (ESTYN, 2017). 
ESYN (2017) states that the date of the next inspection is not linked to the date of the previous inspection. 
Conclusion
To conclude the researcher believes that each form of education both in China and Wales suits their own individual cultures. Our system here in Wales now focuses on the promotion of the Welsh language and culture; it has also allowed teachers to promote the health and well-being of children within their settings. This is an essential part of how children learn; they need to feel secure and safe to ensure they can then begin to learn and to become educated member of society in the future. China also encourages children to become educated and responsible members of society through the promotion of their own moral virtues, discipline, culture and ideals. Education needs to suit the country that it is taught in.











Reference List
BERA (2019) Changing culture, changing early childhood curriculum in China 
Available at: https://www.bera.ac.uk/blog/changing-culture-changing-early-childhood-curriculum-in-china (Accessed 14th October 2020). 

Children in Wales (2014) Early Years 
Available at: https://www.childreninwales.org.uk/our-work/early-years/ (Accessed 14th October 2020). 
Curriculum for Wales Blog (2017) A million Welsh speakers. We can make it happen. 
Available at: https://curriculumforwales.gov.wales/2017/12/18/a-million-welsh-speakers-we-can-make-it-happen/ (Accessed 14th October 2020). 
Department at Education (2020) Statutory Curriculum
Available at: https://www.education-ni.gov.uk/ (Accessed 7th of October 2020).

Feng, D. (2006) ‘Planning and Changing’, China’s Recent Curriculum Reform: Progress and Problems
pp. 131–144 (Accessed 7th of October 2020).

Fu (2019) Pros and Cons of Chinese’s school system 
Available at: https://novakdjokovicfoundation.org/pros-and-cons-of-the-chinese-school-system/ (Accessed 7th of October 2020).

Joynes, C. Gibbs, E. & Sims, K (2020) Country-level response to providing education continuity under COVID-19: What’s working? What isn’t? Accessed at: https://edtechhub.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/05/whats-working-whats-not.pdf


OECD (2016) Education in China: A Snapshot 
Available at: https://www.oecd.org/china/Education-in-China-a-snapshot.pdf  (Accessed 14th October 2020). 
Stauffer, B. (2020). What Is A Curriculum And How Do You Make One?.                                    Available at: <https://www.aeseducation.com/blog/what-is-a-curriculum> (Accessed 14th October 2020). 
The Children’s Society (2020) What are the effect of child poverty
Available at: https://www.childrenssociety.org.uk/what-we-do/our-work/ending-child-poverty/effects-of-living-in-poverty (Accessed 14th October 2020). 


The Glossary of Education reform (2014) Great Schools Partnership. 
Available at:  https://www.edglossary.org/curriculum/ (Accessed 7th of October 2020).

Welsh Government (2019) Preparing for the New Curriculum  
Available at:  https://gov.wales/preparing-new-curriculum  (Accessed 7th of October 2020).





