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In this essay the historical background of education policies and practices will be analysed as well as exploring the effectiveness of current Government policies and legislation and its impact on promoting an inclusive education. Over the years there have been different models of disability including the social model and medical model some of the positives and negatives of each model and their place in the promotion of inclusive education will be highlighted. For this essay the concentration on things will be from a Welsh perspective. Some of the legislation we will look at further include the Equality Act 2010 and the Additional learning needs and Educational Tribunal (Wales) Act 2018.Estyn is her majesties inspectorate of education in 2008 they wrote a very damming report on local education authorities this will be investigated further. The Warnock report (1978) made many recommendations for changes in education for children with additional learning needs some of the changes will be looked at as well as the Marmot report (2010) which will show clear inequalities in every aspect of life for people with disabilities. All Welsh legislation in education is now under pinned by the United Nations Convention of the rights of the child (UNCRC). For over 30 years we have had an educational system in place that as been highly criticised this system will be analysed further. Thomson’s model of oppression will be looked at.

Before current Government policies and Legislation is looked at, it will be examined what the definition of inclusive education is and what it means in todays society. According to Thomas and O’Hanlon (2010) it is becoming less about special educational needs and more about tolerance, equity and diversity.” There has been a gradual change in the original concept of inclusive education and over the last 20 years it as changed to more of a social justice just as much as mainstreaming and disability” Thomas and Loxley (2010).According to Booth and Ainscow (2002) inclusive education is valuing all pupils and members of staff equally and increasing participation for all pupils by reducing barriers and reviewing policies and practices to make to make the school more inclusive”. Ainscow (1999) said that sometimes “inclusive education” is seen as only about pupils with disabilities, and not that inclusion is about reaching out to all pupils. Ainscow believed that some of the barriers to multi -agency working in schools included partnerships that had different views and policies and offered conflicting advice to parents to where their children should be placed. The United Nations Educational, scientific and cultural organisation (UNESCO) Salamanca world statement on special educational needs (1994) asked all Governments to implement inclusive education and for all children to be placed in mainstream schools unless there was overwhelming evidence to suggest otherwise. Historically Children with disabilities were sent to special schools. After the Warnock report (1978) many special schools closed on the recommendation of the report and the children were integrated into mainstream school Before the Warnock report pupils were labelled as maladjusted, and educationally sub-normal amongst other things.  Lady Warnock laid the foundation stone for the statements of special educational needs (SEN) The promotion of the social model of disability was another thing to come out of the report along with the Education Act (1981). The Telegraph (2005) said that Lady Warnock later admitted that the report which led too so many closures of special schools was a “Disastrous Legacy” and that many children with conditions like autism were totally overwhelmed in mainstream school. She went on to say the policy that led to the (1981) Education Act had failed and statements of (SEN) were too bureaucratic.  The Welsh Government (2017) policy on (SEN) is a commitment to provide quality educational services for all children so that they can fulfil their full potential. According to Welsh Government (2016) Its vision is that all children have full access to their rights as set out under the United Nations Convention on the rights of the child (UNCRC) these include having a flying start in life being free from abuse and exploitation and are not at a disadvantage because of poverty. Wales was the first country to adopt principles of the (UNCRC) into its education policy. Swansea Council policy on (SEN) is:
A policy that embraces the principle of inclusive education were all children are equally valued and receive the same opportunity to reach their full potential, …and to provide their education wherever possible in their own community. Swansea Council (2018).
Despite the above policies an Estyn Report (2008) found that many local education authorities had a lack of planning for children with additional learning needs and the children were being placed outside the local area. The Disabled Children’s Development Officer for Wales (2014) said that he is aware of many children that have gone through the all-inclusive education process and achieved no qualifications, or any transferable skills and he went on to call it a “baby sitting “service. Disabled children are far more likely not to have any academic qualifications and go on to university than non-disabled children. Howard (1999) says that children with disabilities are half as likely to be educated to degree level and those that do enter higher education can face significant inequalities and disadvantage despite improvements being made. People who have a lower socioeconomic status are more likely to have a disability and a shorter life expectancy and this as a definite link to depravation in the neighbourhood you live the Marmot review (2010). In a report by the BBC (2018) professor Marmot said that people with disabilities die on average 15-20 years younger than a person with no disabilities and he put this down to poorer housing, low incomes, social isolation and bullying, he said that 40% of people who have a learning disability in childhood are not diagnosed. professor Marmot said that 2.9% of young people have a learning disability, but an unequal 25% of young people in custody have learning disabilities. he claimed that “18-year olds with learning disabilities may not live long enough to claim their pension”.  O, Grady et al., (2002) believed that there were many negative impacts on the lives of disabled people including the inability to use public transport and lack of accessibility to tourist attractions and leisure facilities which had a restriction on their participation in society. Grady also commented about a lack of support in the community with services not meeting their needs. (According to Oliver (2012)” disablement is not a problem located in the individual, but an institutional problem, shaped by economic, political, and ideological forces”.
According to Thomson (1997) people suffer oppression on a cultural, personal and structural level and often people with disabilities can face discrimination at more than one level he argues that “disablism refers to the combination of social forces, cultural values and personal prejudices which marginalises disabled people. portrays them in a negative light thus oppresses them”. The main models that are used when considering disability are the social and medical model, the preferred model for use is the social model this model as had a lot of input from disabled people themselves. The social model sees society as the problem by creating disabling barriers thus preventing people with disabilities participating fully in life. Some of the barriers include lack of suitable access to buildings, transport systems and a disabling education system. The Welsh Government (2014) rolled out the social model across all departments as the model of choice. The social model looks at what can be implemented to remove these barriers including providing ramps to buildings, low level work tops or providing braille etc. Under the Equality Act (2010) people are required under law to make reasonable adjustments so that people with disabilities are more socially included. The Ombudsman (2017) saw the social model of disability in education as “children are educated in accessible mainstream schools alongside non- disabled children. Education provision is accessible to all with the same qualifications and opportunities open to all who wish to access them”. Disabilities are not always visible the social model recognises that there’s a difference between a disability and an impairment.
The medical model puts barriers in the way by looking at the impairment first and sees the person as the problem and not what can be put in place to remove those barriers. Under the medical model disabled people as seen as passive receivers of services. According to Scope (2017) Certain parts of the Equality Act (2010) are focused on the medical model because they tend to focus on what a person can’t do for themselves. The medical model tends to focus on how you can fix the person. There have been many critiques of both the social and medical model and they both have their pros and cons and most organisations use a mixture of the 2 models. Terzi (2004) critiqued the social model by saying that in “conceptualising disability as unilaterally socially caused, the social model presents a partial and to a certain extent, flawed understanding between, impairment, disability and society”. Under The medical model children in education are seen as needing specialist schools and different qualifications. The children’s commissioner for Wales Sally Holland believes in more of a rights approach to education and she stated that “a children’s rights approach to education is a coherent, politically neutral and practical framework for working with children, grounded in the UNCRC. It is a durable approach that withstands social change”.
The BBC (2016) reported that an enquiry by the charity SENSE had found that children with disabilities were being “shut out of playgrounds” because they were not always accessible to them. They also went on to say that other parents had negative attitudes to disability. Over half of the facilities had not complied with the Equalities Act (2010) which says that reasonable adjustment must be made for people with disabilities to participate. In response a spokesperson for the education department commented “We are committed to ensure disabled access early years education and that play is accessible to all children”. A United Nations panel (2017) found that the UK Government is failing to uphold rights of people with disabilities including education. The report says that there is a growing number of “special schools” in the UK. The report calls on new legislation so that children can have “real inclusion “in mainstream schools. According to The Office for disability issues (2014) a significantly higher number of people that live in a household were someone as a disability live in poverty and that 21% of children that live in a household where somebody as a disability live in poverty they also go on to say that 19.2% of disabled people that are in post-19 education have no formal qualifications compared to 6.5% of non-disabled people.
 In its white paper in 2014 the Welsh Government identified many issues in the current system of (SEN) and said the current system is over 30 years old and not fit for purpose They went on to say that the current term “special” educational needs as become a stigma. Sally Holland the Children’s commissioner for Wales is very critical in her report “Don’t hold Back “she said that there are failings in transition for children with additional learning needs to adult hood ,some of the failings she pointed out include a lack of participation of young people in the planning process and that young people are expected to slot into services that are already provided which don’t meet their needs. Furthermore, she points out that some of the above points are contradictions of the Social Services and Well-Being (Wales) Act 2014 and The United Nations Convention of The Rights of the Child (UNCRC) also the Future Generations (Wales) Act 2015. A Welsh Assembly report (2015) found that the current system is no longer fit for purpose and says that there has been a “divergence and inconsistencies” in the way local authorities have approached statements of SEN with Monmouthshire having the least number of pupils with SEN but issuing the most statements of SEN. Nottinghamshire Council (2010)  claim to offer less statements of SEN than most authorities and don’t use it as a “mechanism for allocation of funding for pupils with special educational needs” like other authorities. In Wales in 2010 there were 99,004 pupils with SEN but by 2014 this had risen to 105,303.
According to Welsh Government (2017) The Additional Learning Needs and Educational Tribunal (Wales) Act 2018 will “Create the legislative framework to improve the planning and delivery of additional learning provision, through a person -centred approach to identify needs early”. The new act replaces the term special educational needs (SEN) with the new term of additional learning needs (ALN). The new unified framework will give support between the ages of 0-25 years It as been recognised that children require support in higher education. The new act also replaces the 2 plans that are in place for (SEN) with an individual development plan (IDP). The new emphasis is in an increased participation of young people and children and a greater say in their plans. The new system identifies a need for agencies to work closer together to identify needs and to put the relevant support in place. The act also identifies a right to appeal to a tribunal if (IDP, S) are deemed unsatisfactory. The National Autistic society (2018) said that a (IEP) is a document that helps staff to plan a child’s education and review progress, the plan should be tailored to your child’s needs and set out achievable short-term targets and the content of the (IEP) should include what support should be given and how often the support is needed. The planned introduction will be phased in over 3 years after the response of a public consultation. Interestingly under this new legislation special schools are not required to have an additional learning needs co-Ordinator. Welsh Government (2017) says “A person centred practice (PCP) will be integral to the ALN system”. The new act will remove the battle for statements and the new focus is on outcomes, being flexible as well as responsive with a closer working relationship between schools, health professionals and social services. Social services and local authority education teams will be responsible for transitions into further education. The act also makes it mandatory for young to be provided with advocacy services if requested. Under the new act there is an appeals system for any disputes that arise. Gasper (2000) said that multi-agency working as been around in education since the early 2000, s and there as been a focus on working more closely with service users in a holistic way to provide more of a joined-up approach.

The (SEN) code of practice (2002) is arguably out dated and no longer fit for purpose. Even Lady Warnock who laid the foundation stone for statements later called it out dated and a “disastrous legacy “we have a system in place that is over 30 years old and by Welsh Governments own admission is not working. There have been many inconsistencies by local Authorities in issuing statements of SEN and transitions for Young people into secondary education as been poor with a lack of co-ordination between agencies. The Additional learning needs and educational tribunal (Wales) act 2018 puts a greater focus on multi agency working and more focus on transitions to further education along with greater participation of parents and pupils with IDP, s Young people who have a disability are far more likely not to go to university and get a degree and a greater percentage will not get employment compared to non-disabled people. There has been a lot of legislation the last few years with an emphasis on well-being, but this is not always being met, many facilities in schools including playgrounds have been found to be inaccessible to young people with disabilities clearly a breech of the Equalities Act (2010). What is put in policies and legislation is not always transferred into an inclusive education for all, with young people with disabilities having poorer life outcomes. Thomson’s model shows how people with disabilities can face multiple oppressions in life including at personnel, cultural and structural level. The Marmot report (2010) highlighted many inequalities including a lower life expectancy for people with disabilities and they are more likely to live in poverty. 
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