WEEK 3: Archaeology and Cosmology

Required Reading
How archaeologists have interpreted the past and the main historical and current paradigms that have influenced them will occupy you this week. This parallels similar developments in Anthropology, which you’ll have read about in the Researching Contemporary Cosmologies module. A solid research methodology is as important in this module as it was then, so feel free to go back and reread some of the material for that module.

Renfrew and Bahn’s chapter reviews the development of Theory and Method in archaeology. This provides the background upon which cosmological and archaeoastronomical hypotheses were put forward. Iwaniszewski provides a good review of ethnographic analogy used for the purposes of reconstructing cosmological elements from the archaeological record, and its key themes and concepts. Finally, Darvill’s piece looks at archaeoastronomy, and the skyscapes approach, from the point of view of an interpretative archaeologist interested in cosmology as a whole.

Renfrew, Colin and Paul Bahn, Archaeology: Theories, Methods and Practice (6th ed), London and New York: Thames and Hudson, 2012, Chapter 1 (pp. 21-48). [PDF ON MOODLE]

Iwaniszewski, Stanislaw, “Concepts of Space, Time, and the Cosmos.” In Ruggles, Clive (ed), Handbook of Archaeoastronomy and Ethnoastronomy, New York: Springer, pp. 3-14. [E-BOOK AVAILABLE ON TSD LIBRARY]

Darvill, Timothy, ‘Afterword: Dances beneath a diamond sky’. In Silva, Fabio and Nick Campion (eds), Skyscapes: The Role and Importance of the Sky in Archaeology, Oxford: Oxbow Books, 2015, pp. 140-148. [E-BOOK AVAILABLE ON TSD LIBRARY]


Case Study
Lomsdalen, Tore, ‘Can archaeoastronomy inform archaeology on the building chronology of the Mnajdra Neolithic Temple in Malta?’. In Silva, Fabio and Nick Campion (eds), Skyscapes: The Role and Importance of the Sky in Archaeology, Oxford: Oxbow Books, 2015, pp. 59-75. [E-BOOK AVAILABLE ON TSD LIBRARY]
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