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In 2016 and 2017 I study in NPTC and earned my NVQ and Diploma. After I finished my diploma, I got an apprenticeship with Cycle, I first started on site shadowing a site manager. After a month I moved jobs to a design office, and I have been there ever since. But in this reflection, I will reviewing the last 3 months of my working career and review the skills that have had key points in the last 3 months and explaining how they have improved my overall work ethic, my confidence, quality of work and my enjoyment of my work. 

The first point that has benefitted my work massively is the 3-day software training course. The course was learning the truss and joist design software, it takes a through the basics of the software showing you how to input roof and floor surfaces, change wall heights and then input the timber frame. This has benefitted me massively as it has now allowed me to do my work independently and also produce trusses and joist for factory production. This course boosted confidence massively and allowed me to take that knowledge into my job role.

Another point that has helped me massively is my experienced in university. University has not only boosted my social skills but also my knowledge in the construction industry. Science and materials have increased my knowledge in concrete and timber frame reviewing the advantages and disadvantages of the material. Also, my writing skills have also improved, in university we study styles of writing, informal and formal ways of writing and how we can make our writing more professional. I’ve taken this knowledge into my job role and improve my work massively, from writing emails, quotations and speaking to clients over the phone.

The second point that has benefitted me was 3 days of working on the truss and joist presses in work. Working on the joist and truss press has provided with me knowledge on how they are assembled, how they fix the plates to the truss and how the metal webs are pressed on. This has helped me in my design work because I can now make my design more efficient for off cuts of timber and make it quicker for the factory workers to build them. This has built my confidence massively when helping the factory workers if they have any questions and problems. But I still don’t feel confident in putting my own into production, I still have one of my colleagues to check my work before it goes into production.

Another point that has developed my knowledge was learning the estimating and pricing app. This has helped in my knowledge prices for materials. For example, I can now look at prices for cubic meters of timber, restraint straps, flooring etc. The app has also allowed me to produce quotes for small jobs. I can now also price spandrel panels, gable panels and engineered beams by imputing measurements. This has built my confidence when speaking to clients when they have questions. Learning this app has increased my knowledge in timber frame, it has allowed me to give information to my colleagues if they need prices of certain materials and prices of separate materials.

Another point that has benefitted me was shadowing the QS for a day. As mi slowly transitioning into a trainee QS. Shadowing the QS allowed me to see what a quantity surveyor does in a day. Seeing how he prepared for tender reviews, how they deal with external and internal clients and he produced an evaluation for management. This has helped me gain knowledge on what a quantity surveyor deals but I’m still not confident enough to produce my own evolution. I found this point very beneficial because I want to become a qualified quantity surveyor.

My Final point that has developed my skills and knowledge was my first tender review.
My first tender review allowed to learn on what I can improve, what I need to provide and what questions I need to ask. I have now created a spreadsheet for my monthly tender reviews. I can now provide the information needed in a professional manner and provide accurate costs for management.
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My goals in the future are the following:
· To complete my degree
· Qualified quantity surveyor
· Increase my social confidence

My first goal to complete my degree is a key part of my career. I want to complete my degree as it will be key for me to further my career and applying for the new jobs. After completing my degree, I would then like to further my experiences and possibly work aboard for a while to gain even more knowledge.

My second goal is to become a qualified quantity surveyor, that why it is important for me to get my degree as it can help me become a qualified quantity surveyor. when I become a qualified quantity surveyor, I would like to push on to another job role improving my career and hopefully go into management.

My final goal is personal for me. I would like to increase my social skills. This will benefit me in my university assignments and also when I have site visits and meetings in work. It will also benefit me in live in general as it will help socialise with people I don’t know. Improving this will also help me gain my dream of working abroad in another country.
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