Aphrodite and Pan

In this statue of Aphrodite and Pan there are many aspects of each character that can lead you to decipher each character. Pan is the half goat, half man, the same proportions as a satyr. He was the god of the wild. Aphrodite is recognisable by the fact that she is naked, and half trying to cover herself to retain some modesty. This was a very classic pose for Aphrodite in ancient antiquity to help onlookers identify her. Aphrodite was the goddess of lust. The small cherub that connects the two characters at the top is Eros, Aphrodite's son. He was the god of love and often accompanies Aphrodite in artwork to make her more recognisable, but also in myths to help her cause trouble with the mortals and divinities she wants to placate.

This statue was created approximately around 100 BCE, during the Hellenistic period of statue art. This is shown in the statue having a contrapposto pose, meaning that the weight of each character is not evenly distributed, but is more on one leg, similar to how humans stand normally. The time that this piece was created is also shown in the very life like details of the characters, for example, the shaping of the muscles of each character, the fur on Pan's leg and the amount of small detail of Eros. 

In this statue we see Pan grabbing a hold of Aphrodite's arm, and by the rippling of the muscle on his forearm, we can expect that he has a tight grip on her arm to try and restrain her from getting away from him until he has had his way with her. You can see by the way that she is holding her sandal that she is trying to get him away from her, the way that she is holding herself also shows that she is trying to turn away from him. The figure of Eros also seems to be getting involved within this struggle and is holding onto one of Pan’s horns. This could be interpreted as him trying to help his mother in getting away from Pan by pushing his horn away and trying to force his head back from her. One of Pan’s legs is hoisted up behind Aphrodite. Whether this is Pan trying to entrap Aphrodite or just because he is losing his balance is not entirely clear.
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