
 
SJIE4006: Referring to classroom strategies in your own setting, the academic literature, news articles and classroom 
observation and practice, demonstrate an understanding of two major theoretical approaches associated within your 
setting. Clear guidelines will be provided regarding the compilation of an appropriate standard of academic scrap-
book.. 

For the purpose of anonymity, the educational setting shall be named School A.  

1896—1934 

Lev Vygotsky 

1904—1990 

B. F. Skinner 

 

“The child begins to perceive the world not only through his [or her] 
eyes but also through his [or her] speech” (Vygotsky, L. 1978, p.32). 

“Good behaviorists would say, “You reinforce my 
behavior” rather than “You reinforce me,” be-
cause it is behavior, not the behaving person, 
that is being reinforced in the sense of being 
strengthened; but they would say much 
more.” (Skinner . B.F. 1953.  p. 5)  



School A,  as de-
scried  in both state-
ments identifies the 
importance of giving 
an inclusive oppor-
tunity to all children 
and young people. 
Expressive Arts al-
lows the pupil to ca-
pably develop them-
selves , with the 
guidance of a peer 

support , which emphasises the importance of health and well-being.  
The skills, considered to be essential for learning, for work and for life, 
include; Critical thinking and problem solving. Planning and organising. 
Creativity and innovation and  personal effectiveness. (School, A. 2014) 

“Vygotsky defined the Zone of proximal development as “the distance between the actual 

development level as determined by independent problem solving and the 

level of potential development as determined through problem solving under 

adult guidance or in collaboration with a more capable peer” . 

(Chaiklin, 2003, p. 86)  

Creating lessons where students can demon-
strate what they know, while also giving them               
opportunities to show what they have the ability 
to learn is what Vygotsky values the most.  

Having sections of a lesson plan, that are        
dedicated to assisting students (guided practice) 
and then having the students take what they 
learned from you and apply it (independent 
practice) are the aspects of great lesson plan-
ning.   (Connell and Princess, 2014)  



 

 

It is important  to consider the 
many factors, which helps to sup-
port the learner. The environment  
potentially needs to be considered 
due to the importance of creating 
engagement, classroom manage-
ment and a structured and posi-
tive relationship with teacher and 
student. Skinner defines the im-
portance of  rewards and sanc-
tions to define the need to control 
and manage the classroom. 
(Cheryan, 2014).  

(Wales, 2015) 

Positive, profound and patient  
curriculum changes 
By Robin Hughes Association of School and College Leaders 

Donaldson Report 

(Wales, 2015) 

 

(Donaldson, G. , 2015) 

( School A, 2015) 



Skinner ( Mcleod, 2016) , identified that reinforced structure and 

boundaries, helps a learner to identify the importance of  receiving re-

ward. Skinners approach of  ‘strengthened Behavior’ which encourages 

the importance of continuum. School A’s approach through Rewards ad 

sanctions promote this, across the whole school reinforces its im-

portance. To follow on from the successful behavior Celebratory masses 

and communication between home and school, creates that important 

link  o support the learner.  Though the rewards system is key it is also 

important to have a reinforced sanction system. It is important that the 

approach allows the learner to recognize the behavior expectations but 

also to most importantly “guide towards reinforced behavior”. 

Rewards and Sanctions 



Operant conditioning is a method of learning that occurs 

through rewards and punishments for behavior. Through 

operant conditioning, an individual makes an association 

between a particular behavior and a consequence. 

(Skinner, 1938)  

 

Operant Conditioning 
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