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	DRAFT RESEARCH TITLE QUESTION: “Examine how immigration impacts crime and its effect on policing.”
The research question is examining how immigration impacts crime and its effect on policing. Purpose of this question is to understand the complex relationship between immigration, crime rates and policing strategies by analysing data to have an understanding to what extent immigration influences crime levels. To do this accurately, we need to cover all aspects of immigration and how it affects policing on both micro and macro scales. Due to the nature of immigration, being a vast topic, it affects all aspects of modern society from economics to politics.

The key areas of my question that need extensive research include the relationship between immigration and modern political and economic views as well as research into how immigration has evolved over the eras of humanity (Eger et al., 2016). Understanding the history of immigration and the responses to it will allow us to better understand how it affects politics today, especially with the current political trend of populism. Closely tied to politics is economics, in which immigration has a massive impact. A nation’s economy is entirely dependent on the people working in it, which includes immigrants. By studying how a nation, or the world’s, economy changes as immigrants come or go will allow us to draw direct conclusions about how immigration impacts economics (Coleman et al., 2004). Policing is directly related to current political and economics policies and politics and economics is affected by immigration, so studying immigration indirectly means studying policing (Weber et al., 2004).

The purpose of research is to determine if there is a link between immigration and crime, the research will help to conclude how it effects policing and the community. By researching into this topic will bring a understanding to diversity, by learning about immigration will help individuals understand the complexities of multicultures.
Immigration is a broad topic that covers areas from economic, politics, religion, and human activity and climate change. By researching this umbrella of topics will create links between them and paint a macro picture of immigration as a whole and therefore draw stronger conclusions.

Immigration affects every bloodline at some point in its history as human history is often volatile and violent. The world’s most powerful nation today, the USA, is a nation founded by immigrants and still to this day immigration is a relevant topic in the USA being one of the biggest points of contention in the past four US presidential elections. Since the end of its colonial days, Britain has also had a strong relationship to immigration as it passed legislation to allow citizens of former and current colonies to migrate to Britain as a way of showing that they are considered part of the Union, despite not living in the British Isles.

Overall, it is impossible to understand humanity without first understanding the history and research of immigration.




	SUMMARY OF RESEARCH AIM & OBJECTIVES: 
Aim and objective 1 – 
Explore the history and background of immigration and how future events may affect immigration and the differences between natives, migrants, immigrants, refugees and asylum seekers and how the public opinion changes between these titles.
It will be important to research how future events could impact immigration trends based and past and current events. Wars like world war II caused some of the largest amounts of immigration that humanity ever saw, which reshaped global demographics, and modern wars like Ukraine and Palestine appear to be doing the same, but at a smaller scale (Toro-Morn et al., 2004). On top of this, we in the modern-day face unique challenges on a scale not seen before, like anthropogenic climate change that threaten to put 1/8th of the world’s population at risk of forced migration due to unliveable conditions such as drought or wet bulb zones (Madge, 2021). This has already begun but the potential for it to become exponentially worse is a constantly looming threat. Exploring this is important for every nation as they need to be able to draw a plan of action to deal with this challenging issue (IPCC, 2023). Also, it will be important to research and understand the differences between different legal titles such as immigrant, migrant or refugee and how public perception changes based on the title applied to groups of people. It is very common to see the term “immigrant” used by the public and media as a blanket term to inaccurately describe anyone living in a non-native country, however, it is the reason a person moves to a country that primarily determines the category they fall into (Kelsey, 2019). For example, an immigrant is someone who chooses to leave their native country for personal reasons while a refugee is someone who is forced to flee their native country for fear of death or violence. By educating the public on the technical differences between these statuses we can likely positively change people’s perceptions of these people under these labels as well as identify areas of the world that are likely to create these groups of people so we can better plan to deal with mass migration crises in the future.
Aim and objective 2 – 

How and to what extent does traditional and social media affected the general publics view on immigration?

Immigration is a very relevant topic in most countries for a variety of reasons so naturally there are very strong opinions about it. However, in policing emotions and personal politics must be put to the side so that the public are treated as equally and acceptably as possible otherwise justice would not be accurately provided by the state (Brown, 2023). By addressing misconceptions, it allows us to deal with just the facts and more easily tell which people or organisations are discussing the topic with good faith or not. It will be useful to research social media and traditional media to see how common specific views about immigration are as well as how the spread of mis and disinformation affects people’s views on this topic and predict how these views will change over time based on things like geography and political and social views (Lutz et al, 2000).

Aim and objective 3 - 

Determine the exact link between immigration, policing and crime rate and develop and understanding of why this link exists.

Immigration and crime rate are commonly considered intertwined topics, with common conceptions being that immigrants are more likely to be criminals, violent or not. Determining whether or not there is truth to this statement will be key to understanding how immigration affects crime and policing in general (Myrianne, 2011). Comparing crime rate between British nationals and immigrant communities will be the largest tell but diving into the socio-economic makeup of both groups will likely provide invaluable insight into why the disparity in crime rate exists, if it indeed does (Dustmann et al., 2011). Immigrants tend to come from poorer backgrounds and from nations with weaker states and lower ethical standards; it is likely this fact plays a large role in the rate of crime in these communities due to the well-researched link between poverty and crime rate. Making this link clear could have a significant impact on the way people view immigrants, even those who commit crimes (Denney, 2019).

	THEORETICAL CONTEXT:
For my research I will consider textbooks, journals, articles, government reports, organisational strategic plans, legislations to collect information, here are some example sources:
· UK government reports
· Office for national statistics reports
· International panel on climate change reports
· Legislations
· How does the UK deal with crime in the immigrant communities (Bell et al., 2011)? – This report paper explores the impact of migration on crime and victimisation by reviewing theoretical and empirical literature and then estimates the impact of migrants on crime rates in the UK. The findings highlight the importance of legal labour markets as alternatives to illegal activities. The paper concludes that immigrants who move to areas with strong labour market opportunities tend to commit less crime which supports the theory that there is a strong link between poverty and crime rate. However, the paper highlights the fact it is hard to control for the correlation between independent and unexplained variables. 

· The link between immigration and human trafficking (Orrenius et al., 2015). – This journal article looks into reviews of theoretical and empirical evidence on the nature of illegal immigration and its prevalence and enforcement around the world. For example, stricter enforcement tends to lead to unexpected consequences such as higher demand for people smugglers. The paper also researches periods of history when illegal immigration was less harshly punished/ enforced as well as the costs and benefits of illegal immigration from a variety of angles. It also touches on the personal impact of long term illegal immigration on the immigrants themselves including the detrimental affect on integration and limited public benefits. Finally, the paper looks into human trafficking involving coercion and how political policy responds.


· The link between immigration and drugs (Katz et al., 2010) – This journal goes into detail about the link between immigration and crime. It explores the empirical evidence both for and the link and focuses intensely on illegal immigration and drug use in those communities. The findings show that illegal immigrants are less likely to use illegal drugs than legal citizens and the paper concludes with a discussion of the studies implications on research on immigration and crimes as well as enforcement policy. 

	SUMMARY OF RESEARCH –SURVEY METHOD: 
Initially, the research will be conducted in the UK in order to paint a picture of how immigration is approached domestically as this will give a baseline to compare to other nations and approaches. First, a questionnaire will be conducted asking the general public their views on immigration and its effect on the nation including how police respond to it and change their approach based on the demographics of the communities they are policing or if there is a change at all. After gauging domestic public opinion they can be compared to statistics and probable facts to see how accurate the general public’s perception of the issue is. To find these facts and statistics sources such as articles, journals, peer reviewed papers and books, both online and physical. Once the comparison between facts and opinion has been completed, the bigger picture of how immigration impacts the UK will become clear which will allow us to broaden the horizons of the research and begin comparing immigration in the UK to global immigration patterns (Vaus, 2013).

Similarly to the research conducted in the UK, both online physical resources can be used to determine the facts of global immigration patterns, or in the case of specific countries, their nationalility.
News agencies and government funded research can be used to understand the relationship of immigration and global politics (International Organization for Migration, 2022).

For example, the USA has a wide range of news broadcasters with a massive variety of political alignment which will allow us to see how political opinion changes the view on immigration, if at all and it will allow us to understand where immigration stands in terms of political importance. 

Accurate research into nations that are currently experiencing conflict may be more difficult as a lot of government organisations and funding will be focused on the war effort and staff will have less time to engage in research activities but historical data from before the start of the conflicts should still be available and accessible. In cases such as Russia’s point of view and Israel’s point of view it may be harder to find accurate information as part of their war effort will include managing public opinion in which statistics may contradict. In such case, government provided statistics should not be taken at face value as they may be manipulated for reasons previously stated but they will still be useful to compare against expected or historical values as it will allow a connection between public image and immigration to be made which will be useful to compare against peaceful nations.

	SUMMARY OF SAMPLING FRAMEWORK: 
A questionnaire will be provided to approximately 100 people via various social media platforms in order to have a large sample size to increase the accuracy and validity of the responses in order to get  a clear picture about exactly how the public feels about this topic, making it easier to cross reference the Reponses against fact based sources (Vaus, 2013).
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