 Mars Thincsus

[bookmark: _GoBack]Mars Thincsus is a deity discovered on a Roman shrine which also contains a trinity of not only the military god Mars, but two other warrior goddesses known as the Alaisiagae which has been found on multiple shrines on certain Roman military sites.[footnoteRef:1] Inscriptions concerning Mars Thincsus from the discovered altars and shrines can determine the type of unit living in the forts where the shrines and inscriptions were found, this includes the religious changes underway in the Imperial province as more troops from abroad in the Empire were stationed there.[footnoteRef:2] They describe Germans from some tribes having fulfilled their duty to the current emperor of the period.[footnoteRef:3] This points to the possibility that this shrine in Housesteads was made by Germanic auxiliaries stationed there during the Roman occupation of Britain.[footnoteRef:4] There are indications to this link to the Roman military which are made clearer from the presence of Mars due to his worship and popularity with the Roman legions as a god of war.[footnoteRef:5] There have been three related discoveries of altars involving these deities but the main find under analysis was discovered in the Housesteads Roman fort which housed an Auxiliary unit.[footnoteRef:6] This shrine is important due to its role as a key in understanding religious change in the Roman province of Britain. The following analysis will demonstrate the reasons for the significance of the Mars Thincsus shrine when researching religious change in the Roman province of Britain.  [1:  Ferguson 1970: 212]  [2:  Saussaye 2009: 106]  [3:  Collingwood and Wright 1965: 507 - 508 ]  [4:  Saussaye 2009: 106 ]  [5:  Saussaye 2009: 106]  [6:  Collingwood and Wright 1965: 507-508] 

Two of the main reasons for this shrine’s importance can be found in the contents of the inscription on the altar. The first reason for this shrine’s inscription being important to understanding religious change in Roman Britain can be found in the inclusion of foreign deities on the shrine. All three of the deities portrayed on the shrine are mentioned in the inscription which is used as a dedication to the unit and the current emperor.[footnoteRef:7] The text is as follows: [7:  Collingwood and Wright 1965: 507 - 508] 

To the god Mars Thincsus and the two Alaisiagae, Beda and Fimmilena, and to the deity of the Emperor the Germans, being tribesmen of Twenthe, willingly and deservedly fulfilled their vow[footnoteRef:8]” [8:  Collingwood and Wright 1965: 507 - 508] 

This demonstrates how the cults of the foreign Auxiliaries came with them from their homelands as can be seen with these Germanic Auxiliary units. This shows that the cults were also carried to further provinces via Auxiliary units who would create dedications like this shrine in their forts.[footnoteRef:9] This in addition to the inclusion of the divine emperor, demonstrates how the Roman policy of religious tolerance to the cults of their subjects included those units who served across different provinces of the empire while also incorporating those gods.[footnoteRef:10] The inscription also shows the religious connection of the auxiliaries to the Imperial cult which will be explained in the next paragraph. [9:  Saussaye 2009: 106]  [10:  Irby-Massie 1999: 213] 

The second reason for this shrine’s inscription being an important key in understanding religious change in the Roman province of Britain is the inclusion of the imperial cult in the dedication. This is because the Numina Augustorum dedications often incorporated the gods of the local cults in the provinces of the Roman Empire.[footnoteRef:11] This can be seen in the shrines inscription of the deity of the Emperor alongside the god Mars Thincsus and the two Alaisiagae goddesses known as Beda and Fimmilena.[footnoteRef:12] This is supposed to show how the divinity of the Emperor is equal to the gods of the local cults inhabiting the Empires provinces.[footnoteRef:13] This is validated by other discovered dedications such as Mars Lenus or Mars Rigonemetos.[footnoteRef:14] Overall, this inscriptions dedication demonstrates the change in the province of Roman Britain via the Roman incorporation of local deities as well as the cults of the Auxiliaries into Roman religious affairs such as the Imperial cult as seen in the inclusion of the Emperor as a divine being.[footnoteRef:15] This is seen in the inscriptions dedication as described earlier from the Mars Thincsus shrine found in Housesteads Roman fort.[footnoteRef:16] This shows the tolerance of foreign cults was maintained as long as the divinity of the Emperor is shown to be equivalent if not greater than those of foreign gods across the Roman Empires provinces.[footnoteRef:17] [11:  Irby-Massie 1999: 214]  [12:  Collingwood and Wright 1965: 507 - 508]  [13:  Irby-Massie 1999: 214]  [14:  Irby-Massie 1999: 213]  [15:  Irby-Massie 1999: 214]  [16:  Henig 1984: 73 ]  [17:  Irby-Massie 1999: 214] 

Another reason for the importance of this shrine is seen in the presence of Mars Thincsus upon the shrine itself as well as the two Alaisiagae, they are positioned on either side of Mars Thincsus who is shown with a helmet, spear and shield at the top of the relief.[footnoteRef:18] The reason for its importance links back to the inclusion of foreign religious symbols and practices in the Roman Empire and its military serving abroad from their homelands. This is because Mars Thincsus is claimed to be a Germanic god adopted into a Romanised equivalent.[footnoteRef:19] It is claimed by Scherer that the Auxiliaries who created this shrine originated from the district of Twenthe in the Over-Yssel province in Holland.[footnoteRef:20] This means that they were actually Frisian troops.[footnoteRef:21] It is well known that these troops worshipped Mars or Tyr as a god of war, but the Frisian Auxiliaries did not just see him as the god of their unit but of their tribal gathering as well.[footnoteRef:22] This tribal legal assembly was known as the thing.[footnoteRef:23] Therefore, this was linked to their legal affairs as they saw Mars and Tyr as the same deities as they were explained from different sides of the procedures from the meetings of the assembled thing.[footnoteRef:24] This means that the Housesteads fort shrine is a dedication to a possibly Romanised version of the Germanic war god Tyr or Tiu. The Auxiliaries at Housesteads where this shrine was found will also have been familiar with the Germanic goddesses Beda and Fimmilena as these were warrior goddesses.[footnoteRef:25] These are shown on both receding sides of Mars Thincsus on the relief, they are depicted both holding a sword in one hand and a wreath in the other hand.[footnoteRef:26] This demonstrates how the gods encountered by the Romans would become adapted in a way and incorporated into Roman culture as can be seen in the Auxiliaries bringing their cults from abroad provinces in the Empire and dedicating shrines to them and the current Emperor. [18:  Saussaye 2009: 106]  [19:  Saussaye 2009: 106]  [20:  Collingwood and Wright 1965: 507 - 508]  [21:  Saussaye 2009: 106]  [22:  Saussaye 2009: 106]  [23:  Saussaye 2009: 106]  [24:  Saussaye 2009: 106]  [25:  Saussaye 2009: 106]  [26:  Saussaye 2009: 106] 

In conclusion, this shrine discovered in Housesteads fort along Hadrian’s Wall is important in understanding religious change in the province of Roman Britain for three reasons.[footnoteRef:27] The inscription is important for two reasons which is due to it including deities as well as the Imperial cults reminder of the Emperors divinity alongside the other gods.[footnoteRef:28] The deities included in the inscription are Germanic in origin which shows that the deployment of foreign Auxiliaries in certain provinces is a major factor in spreading certain cults across the Empire and changing the religious terrain of that province.[footnoteRef:29] The last inscription reason includes the Imperial cult’s indicated dedication in the inscription on the shrine as it demonstrates the incorporation of local cults into official Roman religious affairs in the provinces.[footnoteRef:30] This included the purpose of ensuring the equal divinity of the Emperor to the gods of the Roman state as well as any invoked gods from the local cults of abroad provinces in the Empire.[footnoteRef:31] The last reason concerns the deities themselves as Mars Thincsus is a Roman adaptation of the German god of war Tyr.[footnoteRef:32] This is due to the fact that they were seen as similar in nature to the Frisian troops who made the shrine.[footnoteRef:33]  [27:  Saussaye 2009: 106]  [28:  Irby-Massie 1999: 214]  [29:  Henig 1984: 73]  [30:  Collingwood and Wright 1965: 507 - 508]  [31:  Irby-Massie 1999: 214]  [32:  Saussaye 2009: 106]  [33:  Saussaye 2009: 106] 
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