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Leadership skills in entrepreneurship
Part 1

The importance of involving a child in decision making and listening to their voice within the early years sector is important. Not only does article 12 of 54 written by the United Nations Convention of the rights of the child (1989) state that children have the right to be listened to and taken seriously but it is also a way of showing respect to the child. It is with this in mind that I decided to create the ‘My future, My choice’ booklet. 
‘My future, my choice’ is a short booklet containing images of several different activities that children may wish to participate in. The different activities are altered depending on the results of observations carried out by the early years practitioners. By observing the children whom attend the setting, not only do the staff have the opportunity to get to know their likes and dislikes but also their strengths and weaknesses. As the Department for Children, Education, Lifelong learning and skills (Welsh Government, 2008) states, the ability to observe children in order to have a greater understanding of their development is essential when working within the early years. The article states that not only does observing help practitioners to note children’s progress but also their enjoyment. Bristol Childminding Network (2015) also discuss that the cycle of observation helps with planning. If early years practitioners were to plan their activities purely on what they believe to be enjoyable for the child or children it may not be as beneficial to the individual as an activity they showed clear interest in would (Bristol Childminding Network, 2015). The images may vary from a simple colouring activity to building blocks to an outing to the local park. As well as each activity being enjoyable, they also form under each section of the seven areas of learning in Wales. These being Personal and Social development, Well-being and Cultural diversity, Language, literacy and Communication skills, Mathematical development, Welsh language development, Knowledge and Understanding of the World, Physical development and Creative development (Welsh Government, 2015). With this in mind, I created the ‘My future, My choice’ booklet. 

As an early years practitioner myself, I felt as though children don’t have enough of a voice. Although each setting follows the rights of the child and their welfare is paramount, I did feel that at times there are certain opportunities for the child to voice their thoughts and feeling which are being missed. The National Children’s Bureau (2004) published a document written by A Clark discussing the benefits of listening to the child’s voice for not just the children themselves but to parents and practitioners. 
H Richardson (2011) a reported for the BBC wrote an interesting article urging schools to listen more to children with several quotes from Dr Maggie Atkinson, who was the Children’s Commissioner in England at the time. Dr Atkinson stressed the thought that quality in every setting would be richly informed if not improved if the voices of the younger generation were heard. I personally strongly agree with this and kept it in mind whist creating the ‘My future, My choice’ booklet. The Department for Education (2010) conducted research that involved individuals who work within the early years sector discussing whether or not they feel that children within their settings are listen to enough. 
‘My future, My choice’ has been created for children of all ages as a way of encouraging their voices being heard and although I read some comments such as it being difficult for children under three years old to be understood due to lack of language (Department for Education, 2010) it still did not put me off the idea of ensuring the booklet was accessible for all ages. 

Another reason I decided to create a booklet focusing on child-led activities is after carrying out plenty of research I began to fully understand the importance of allowing children to choose what they wanted to learn purely based on their interests. D Chilvers (2016) writes about children playing freely, without the interruption of adults. Free play allows children to explore and experiment to their hearts content however, without the slight input from adults it can affect the effect it has on their development and learning. 
Not only does the ‘My future, my life’ booklet give children a choice in what is it they learn but by giving them this choice it also helps other areas of their development expand. Dr A Ticktin (no date) believes that decision making is an important aspect of building confidence as it opens up opportunities for the child to feel proud of themselves. Not only does it help expand on confidence, but it also helps individuals to learn responsibility. Ticktin discusses that children should be introduced to decision making from a young age as it helps them to manage both the decision they make and its outcome. A Oswalt et al (2019) states that giving children choices helps them assert themselves and their unique personalities which is a key focus of the ‘My future, My choice’ booklet. The booklet’s activities are altered depending on the children’s own personal likes and dislikes. As I mentioned in my business pitch, if a child has a strong interest in Peppa Pig then a story could be one based on that fictional character. Not only does mean it is a topic the individual would be interested in, but it also benefits their Personal and Social development. 

The ‘My future, my choice’ booklet is an original idea that is used in several nurseries across Wales however it is not used in my current place of work and is something I believe would be very beneficial if introduced. As I mentioned I am an early year’s practitioner myself and I feel as though I carry enough skills to be able to fulfil my role to its full potential. I believe I am a patient individual which according to H Williamson (2003) is an important asset when working with in the early years sector. Williamson (2003) believes that three of the main personality traits that are needed when working with children are good listening skills, a good sense of humour and patience. As any practitioner in the early years, it is vital that they get to know the children in their care. This can be done by simple conversation or games (kidactivities, 2019). The Early Years Foundation Phase (2012) discuss that if a unique child engages in positive relationships in an enabling environment, they are likely to learn and develop to a better level. 








Part 2 

The ‘My future, my choice’ booklet strongly follows the voice of the child and child-led play. Therefore, it will have a great impact on the development of the children using it. M Anderson (no date) states that not only can giving children choices about their learning boost how much they learn but can also help boost their personal development such as confidence. Anderson (no date) believes that children are more likely to learn more when they are well motivated and take an interest in what it is they are studying. Dr K Boylan (2016) who is a child psychiatrist says that in order to teach a child to make decisions they must be manageable and realistic choices offered. Dr Boylan recommends that children under the age of two should only be offered two choices and more choices offered as the child grows (2016). Allowing children the opportunity to make their own choices helps to develop confidence and the ability to make decision for themselves. It also encourages the child to become a creator rather than a consumer (Children’s Trust Lancashire, 2011). 

As stated above, allowing children to make decision helps boost their confidence which is an important part of a child’s development. Dr R Woolfson (2001) discusses the importance of developing confidence through play, which is what occurs using the ‘My future, my choice’ booklet focuses on. Woolfosn (2011) mentions that through play a child’s self-esteem  and confidence is enhanced as well as pride. A Oswalt et al (2019) believes that giving young children between two to three choices are enough, as offering them too many could overwhelm them and result in the situation becoming more complicated than needs be. The ‘My future, my choice’ booklet follows Oswalt et al (2019) beliefs as it only offers children one activity under each area of the seven areas of learning and development in Wales put in place by the Welsh Government (2010). As the booklet covers the seven areas listen under the foundation phase, each of these areas effect different areas of a child’s learning and development. The way in which the child interacts with others whether peers or adults and behaves in their company is affected under the Personal and Social Development, Well-being and Cultural Diversity area. This also effects how the child feels emotionally. (Foundation Phase, 2017). Through engaging in activities listed under the Personal and Social Development section of the foundation phase, children become more understanding of not only their own emotions but others surrounding them. Without understanding their own feelings of confidence and self-esteem, children would find it difficult to build relationships with adults and other children (Early Childhood Mental Health, no date).

As one of the main focuses of the ‘My future, my choice’ booklet is to apply emphasis on subject topics that children are interested in, it promotes the likelihood of individuals being more interested thus learning more. A Paul (2013) believes that the ‘power of interest drives learning’. One theorist whom strongly believed in children learning best through following their own personal interests was Maria Montessori. Montessori invented the concept ‘developmentally appropriate’ which ensures that no child is expected to reach a standard that they are unable to reach (Age of Montessori, no date). Montessori believed that every early year’s practitioner should follow the interest of the child, including their likes and dislikes, strengths and weaknesses and respond to these needs (M Montessori, no date). 
[bookmark: _GoBack]B Isaacs (2012) discusses how Montessori and other theorists Fredrich Froebel and Rudolf Steiner each conducted research on the early years sector with the child involved at the centre of attention (B Isaacs, 2012). 
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