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Trans-geography: where do you ‘belong’?
The main hypothesis of this dissertation will be a newly coined term, specifically developed for this paper, this being “trans-geography”. In this modern world there are people who are transgender, who feel like they have been born in the wrong body. Similarly, I feel like I have been born in the wrong “place”, “home”, or country. By this I mean that I have been born and raised in the UK, but have always felt out of place, slightly out of touch with my surroundings. This was true for all the places I had lived in or visited, until my first visit to the Netherlands when I instantly felt at home, like I belonged. This research will explore whether this is a matter of identity within myself and other people with similar experiences, or whether it is just the love of a foreign and very different holiday destination which creates a positive relationship between people and the romanticism of different and diverse cultures. Therefore, the research will ultimately attempt to discover whether this perspective is driven by a thirst for what a different culture can offer, or if it is from a genuine identity issue in which individuals may not feel whole until the transition is completed?  
The study will focus on identity using ethnography and auto-ethnography as its primary research. The auto-ethnographic element will take place in both the UK and in Amsterdam in the Netherlands, so that it is possible to explore and reflect comparatively on the two experiences. In addition, discussions with my fellow travellers and those I meet along the way, will offer other perspectives on “places” and what factors impact upon a person feeling “dis-placed” or “in-place”. In addition, two informants have been located who identify with the Netherlands as their real “home” and another who identifies as belonging to a Spanish island (Menorca), all of whom have confirmed that they are happy to be interviewed for this study.
Informal and formal interviews will be used, for as many informants as can be found who identify with the concept of trans-geography (currently eight, but possibly as many as ten primary informants) and it is possible that there will be a few small focus groups where it will be possible to gain more depth of information from the free-flowing group discussions.  Similar research will be undertaken at various sites visited, with as many different people as possible, to see whether there is a general theme of people feeling that they do not belong where they are, or whether there truly is a difference between the majority of people and those who could identify as Trans-Geographic. 
Secondary research will be based upon understanding the psychological reasons whether human beings feel the need to belong somewhere particular and why this occurs. It will also cover the reasons why the place they live may not be the most attractive because of factors such as environment, kinship and control. 
Reflective journals and participant observation will be the primary methods for gathering data, and all data collected will be transcribed into field notes in the form of word documents. Interviews will be recorded with a recording device and similarly transcribed into a word document. There will also be photographs taken during the study, plus some accessed through other informants with permission granted so they can be used to support the entire document. All participants will be offered an outline of the study, with the ethical considerations stated, and be asked to have signed a consent form prior to data being collected from them. All data will be stored responsibly and destroyed after the research is complete.
So far, the research shows that there may be some primary reasons for a person feeling like they belong in a place which is different to the one they have grown up in. The environment may be a factor in why people feel this, for instance, the Netherlands is famously flat which allows less ambiguity and a feeling of safety and comfort as you can see everything around you and what is coming too, the same applies to an island, the island might be very mountainous but it is surrounded by water which is very flat. The water in both locations is a contributing factor itself; water is very calming, especially for people who have hectic minds and lives water provides a sense of calmness and togetherness. Another factor is the cultural norms relating to communication, acceptance and diversity, the Dutch language and the way they speak is very efficient, straight forward and to the point, this means there is less ambiguity. For people who are neuro-diverse “knowing” is very comfiting and safe, to know exactly what is being said and what it means lowers anxiety. Further theories which may be explored in relation to this is whether other similar languages, such as Afrikaans which is the daughter language of Dutch, may offer this same sense of calm found in the Netherlands. However, the actual Dutch culture is also another factor which may be a factor which impacts on this being the place I feel is my real ‘home’, as these people are very accepting and understanding of all people and cultures, this is shown in their relaxed drug and sex laws.
Overall the main factors to consider in trying to understand the reasons why the idea of Trans-geography, or belonging somewhere else occurs are the environmental factors, especially the role of water, landscape and climate; the cultural factors of acceptance of what an individual finds important in their lives, and communication or language structure which is straight forward; and how the person themselves feels in themselves, for instance, if they feel unsafe, or unsure of their own (born into) culture and its ‘norms’ and are therefore looking for another ‘home’, seeking out a place to belong. 
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