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Personally, gaining my qualifications to date has instilled in me a sense of pride and willingness to develop further. Becoming a student-teacher enables me to grow as a person, become more independent and take on more responsibilities, such as taking ownership of my actions and demonstrating resilience and honestly. This would lead to a successful career that incorporates high-achievements, low-stress levels and waking up feeling excited by the prospect of enriching a child’s education. Ortiz (2016) suggests that “Education is the key to success in life, and teachers make a lasting impact in the lives of their students”, highlighting how important teachers are to their students. If I can make a difference to just one child, then I have been successful. 
Additionally, there are other elements which will result in a successful career. These include; developing my skills in teamwork and collaboration, considering the feelings of others and audience awareness. These skills will help me work alongside my peers at university but will also be needed once I’ve qualified and am working in conjunction with fellow colleges, to ensure the needs of all pupils are fulfilled. 
Throughout my journey I will have the opportunity to improve my weaker skills, such as quick thinking, creativity and a willingness to take risks and experiment. In persevering I will become a better student and an all-rounded teacher in the future. 
To conclude, my end goal is to achieve a stable and rewarding career. This means using my skills and qualifications alongside the knowledge and experience I’ll gain, to be the best primary school teacher I can be.
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Critical thinking is a method that helps improve your decision making. The ability to think critically allows you to discover the truth from the lies. Information cannot always be relied upon and so for certain people they must develop the skill to identify methods where they learn to either become trusting or to be more suspicious. The target of critical thinking is to locate the argument. The message that the writer wants the reader to understand suggests the argument. Distinguishing the argument can be useful in revealing the secret messages of the text.
It is important to develop critical thinking skills.
Being able to think critically also lets people to gain a wider range of skills such as:
· problem solving
· accuracy
· pay closer attention to detail.
The process of thinking critically can be known to be time consuming but the more skilled someone becomes the quicker they will skim over texts to come to a clearer understanding. Cottrell (2005) suggests that “the more advanced the level of study or the professional area, the more refined these skills have to be.” A skilled thinker can usually uncover the weaker argument without having a good understanding of the subject. With the addition of background research, it allows judgement to be made with ample evidence to support it. Making an accurate judgement can mean good critical thinking skills have been used. Having good critical thinking skills also means separating the truth of the writing from your own:
· “assumptions
· preconceptions
· bias
· dislikes
· beliefs”

Critical thinking is a skill that not every person can use confidently. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Critical thinking can sometimes mean the use of criticism. This can cause a barrier to some people where they misunderstand the term criticism in this context. Some people connect criticism to having a negative view on the text. Cottrell (2005) states “as a result, they avoid making any comments they feel are negative and make only positive comment.” This is an unhelpful way at looking at it, some constructive criticism can refine a situation as critical thinking is about seeing both the positive and negative sides of the argument. In addition, thinking critically involves being precise and accurate. To do this attention to detail is required. If when judgements are made on too general an overview, then it can be inadequate criticism. When using critical thinking skills, it requires a great focus, rather than being distracted by other interesting angles of the text. It is important to understand that “you can find an argument to be good or effective even if you don’t agree with it” (Cottrell, 2005).
To conclude, after taking part in the activities within the chapter I evaluated my critical thinking skills. It then became visible to me. This evaluation has made me question more on critical thinking and what more there is to learn. I also undertook the activity to priorities aspects I want to develop further in. There were 3 main areas that I thought were most important. These were:
· be able to evaluate source materials 
· apply critical thinking when making notes
· present my own arguments clearly in writing.
If I develop my critical thinking, I will be able to critically pick out points of text to analyse and review to help with future assessment and future development of my other skills. 
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Recently, a widely discussed topic is the development of the new curriculum in Wales. Reasons for the new curriculum according to Donaldson (2015) were due to the “concerns about perceived shortcomings in the present curriculum and assessment arrangements.” The old curriculum lacks clear and common understanding of an appropriate curriculum because the purposes of the curriculum are not clear and are now out of date as society is ever changing becoming more complex. This has led to undesirable inconsistency. However, after a revolutionary speech made by the then Prime Minister who spoke on the topic of making education more significant. Leading to an increase in government input towards school education. This was the then start of the development of the new curriculum. 
The draft of the new curriculum for Wales has been developed by a few professionals within the field of education and the local authorities. They have researched best practice, curriculum models and considered expert advice in order to take forward to develop the Curriculum for Wales 2022. Additionally, Professor Graham Donaldson along with his team visited many schools across Wales to let the schools have their opinions heard. Donaldson (2015) states that “we were delighted that we received over 700 responses to the call, of which over 300 were from children and young people themselves.” I think this is a great statistic as it implies that a variety of people were enthusiastic about the new curriculum and wanting to ensure it exceeds its purpose and to make a positive benefit. 

The Welsh Government (2019) implies that the four purposes of the new curriculum in Wales should aim to insure that children and young people develop as:
• “ambitious, capable learners, ready to learn throughout their lives 
• enterprising, creative contributors, ready to play a full part in life and work
• ethical, informed citizens of Wales and the world 
• healthy, confident individuals, ready to lead fulfilled lives as valued members of society.”

I believe having these clear purposes all in one document will ensure that all teacher have the resources to enhance a child’s learning to meet the criteria. As well as the purpose, within the new curriculum Donaldson (2015) put in place new areas of learning and experiences. These include:
• “Expressive Arts 
• Health and Wellbeing 
• Humanities 
• Language, Literacy and Communication 
• Mathematics and Numeracy 
• Science and Technology.”
Furthermore, there’s three areas that need to be seen across the curriculum. These are literacy, numeracy and digital competence. The reason being that these areas of learning are vital for learners to be able to contribute and confidently in the modern world. The Welsh Government (2019) have stated that “literacy, numeracy and digital competence need to be considered as part of school-level curriculum design across all areas of learning and experience.”
To conclude, the term Successful Futures, which is the name of Professor Graham Donaldson report on the Curriculum for Wales 2022. The reason for this being because of the “critical and enduring importance of education for the long-term success and well-being of every child and young person in Wales” (Donaldson, 2015). I consider the new curriculum to be up to date, ambitious and encouraging. All these elements within the new curriculum will make for a positive and relevant future for children and young people’s education. 
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