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Question 2 - Define skill in the context of your own practice and the work of two artists/makers/designers from the lecture series.
This essay intends to define skill as a form of craft in the context of Surface Pattern and Textiles, it will further explore the definition of skill by exploring relevant artists who use skill to create art and how they are able to use craft as part of their design and making tool. William Morris is highly skilful as a pattern design artist, his hand-painted designs reveal a great amount of skill, therefore, a perfect example to use for this essay to define skill. Grinling Gibbons is another perfect example of a talented maker and designer, his hand-crafted woodcarvings are extravagant, ‘Grinling Gibbons: Centuries in the Making.’ Is a great source of information as it states that he is “arguably the greatest carver in British history.”

Skill is the term used for when you are able to perform an action and result in a good result along with execution, for example, many artists have extremely great skills in drawing as that is what their main focus is based and how they create their art. Skills are often developed as we advance through life, this can be developed through many things including our education, being a curious person and also, being able to find someone who is willing to guide you throughout your skill development. Skills are also extremely relied upon when it comes to carrying out a task, that is if you want success to be your final outcome. Craig Holmes states that having skills makes you more productive, therefore more likely to progress in the workplace, he says:

The higher productivity of skilled workers and willingness of firms and employers to compete for such individuals, combined with the relative scarcity of the skills they possess, imply two individual labour market benefits from investing in skill - a greater likelihood of finding work, and higher wages once in work.
                                                                   (Holmes, 2017, https://www-oxfordhandbooks-com.ezproxy.uwtsd.ac.uk/view/10.1093/oxfordhb/9780199655366.001.0001/oxfordhb-9780199655366-e-17)

Having certain types of skills allow you to develop and progress through life, an example of this would be that on Vital Smart was a useful source of information as it suggests that “when you want to achieve your goals, your skills become your tools. If you have the right tools accomplishing goals becomes easy. Without the right skills you’ll not be able to work towards your goal, it will increase frustration, and lower your efficiency.” It is believed that having skills to carry out a task can change and adapt our way of thinking, meaning that we are able to respond to different information in a certain way, this is extremely important in the Surface Pattern and Textiles practice as you are required to have particular skills in order to be a successful and talented designer and also progress as a designer. Craig Holmes suggests that investing in your personal skills is highly beneficial when it comes to the workplace:

    When most people invest in their skills, the benefits they expect to receive are those produced when these newly acquired skills are employed in the labour market. These benefits arise because new skills add to an individual’s existing human capital.
                                                                  (Holmes, 2017, https://www-oxfordhandbooks-com.ezproxy.uwtsd.ac.uk/view/10.1093/oxfordhb/9780199655366.001.0001/oxfordhb-9780199655366-e-17)

Many skills are used in our everyday life, such as communication and listening skills. During the practice of Surface Pattern and Textiles there are various skills you may need to become a successful designer, for example, research is carried out exploring various print making techniques, in this case, screen printing. Screen Printing is one of the many skills required in the pattern designing industry, we are able to adapt to this skill with the existing knowledge that we have developed through our growth meaning that we are able to apply our existing skills that we have learned and apply it to our new practice. The learning of the screen printing process encourages the adaptation of our skills, this helps by improving them and overall, allows us to create an advanced outcome that is much more professional, it is believe that “the hand is the window onto the mind” (Sennett, 1997, p.149). This quote implies that design and craft skills give us a more physical experience and doing it by hand than any other skill, we can visually see what works and what we need to work on. Repeating processes and task such as screen printing, it expands our problem solving skills as it is a type of process that can often go wrong therefore a better outcome involves the practice of your skills. Problem solving is an important factor as “decision making and problem solving helps master the processes of practical thinking which lie behind effective decision making, problem solving and creative thinking.” (Adair, 2016). All skills are achieved by motivation, they allow us to widen our creative thinking and gather more inventive ideas throughout our chosen practice. Surface Pattern and Textiles skills are able to be used as tools when it comes to our creative and innovative thinking. 
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Figure. 1 – Foliage Screen Print                       Figure. 2 – Foliage Screen Print
These figures show foliage pattern designs shown as screen printing designs, not every outcome comes out perfect but having problem solving skills, you are able to detect what you did wrong and what you can do differently next time for a cleaner and more professional outcome. As a Surface Design and Textile student, using your own skills throughout your chosen practice is highly satisfying as you understand yourself and your strengths and weaknesses as you learn to develop as a person and a designer. Textile and sewing skills are also highlighted in the Surface Design and Textiles practice, these skills allow us to grow into excellent designers as we are constantly building these skills up through experiences, learning and training our minds to be able to work in the design environment and are able to use different equipment. Sewing is an extremely tactile skill, and it takes practice to perfect this skill, our experience and other skills that we have acquired throughout our life are able to give us guidance so that we can perfect other skills. Tactility is extremely important within the Surface Pattern and Textiles practice as it is a practical subject and most of this practice includes drawing and many other crafts created by hand, meaning that they are handmade. 
The first artist that will be touched upon relates to the chosen practice, Surface Pattern and Textiles; William Morris is relevant to this chosen subject as he is a famous pattern designer. William Morris is a highly skilful pattern design artist whose main focused subject area is wallpaper, this artist uses his skills and interprets them by creating “wallpapers printed by hand, using carved, pear woodblocks loaded with natural, mineral-based dyes, and pressed down with the aid of a foot-operated weight. Each design was made by carefully lining up and printing the woodblock motifs again and again to create a seamless repeat.” (Taggart, 2018). 
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Figure. 3 – William Morris Wallpaper Design
In this figure it shows a hand-crafted designed wallpaper created by William Morris, this wallpaper shows high levels of skill throughout. William Morris is a tactile artist as he creates most of his patterned work by hand which is extremely fascinating because it is rare today that artists create their own work by hand. Morris is known for being a ‘Utopian Craftsman’, meaning that this artist is known for creating perfect pieces of art by using his skills that he acquired through the years of being an artist. One of his main skills that is evident throughout William Morris’ work is print making, as stated previously, Morris uses wooden blocks and dyes to create each wallpaper which is highly skilful and technical as they did not have certain resources in the 1800s. It is also evident that William Morris displays skills in more than one subject area, this artist also creates murals, painted panels and chests, stained glass windows and textiles. All of these techniques require highly developed mixed media skills which have been developed by this particular artist as he progressed throughout his career as a craftsman, these skills may have been difficult to acquire as there may have not been many resources for an artist in the 1800s, certainly making it difficult for this artist. Botanical patterns are the main idea of William Morris’ art, he says “it is impossible to imitate nature literally; the utmost realism of the most realistic painter falls a long way short of it.” (Morris, 1881). Another one of Morris’ skills is capturing botanical elements from real life, he manages to capture the details of botanical features extremely well throughout his artwork and is able to do this in a professional and progressive way by using different pattern ways and different details throughout. Along with being a famous artist, William Morris was also known for being a socialist, he was a social reformer. The National Portrait Gallery (2015) states that he believed in “the power of beauty to transform human lives.” This artist shows thinking and people skills as a socialist as he was truly invested in politics and needed to know facts so that he was able to speak his opinion on certain situations. His people skills are important as he was a passionate social reformer, he wanted to reform society meaning that he would need to be able to have relationships with people to gain their trust. To summarise this artist and his connection to the chosen practice of Surface Pattern and Textiles, it is evident that this artist is an extremely talented craftsman and pattern designer who presents his skills by using his hands to craft magnificent designs. As a Surface Pattern and Textile student, knowing that using certain skills are able to allow incredible outcomes in many different is fascinating as you are able to apply these skills to many different subject areas and end up with different outcomes.
The second artist that will be touched upon and relates to the chosen practice; Surface Pattern and Textiles is Grinling Gibbons, this artist is mainly known for wood carving. The Compton Verney (2021) suggest that Grinling Gibbons was “‘Michelangelo of Wood.’ Centuries in the Making has been created in partnership with the Grinling Gibbons Society and reveals the life, genius and legacy of this legendary sculptor and craftsman.” It is evident that this artist has many extreme skills and is an extraordinary craftsman. 
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Figure. 4 – Grinling Gibbons, Carved Carat

In this figure it shows Grinling Gibbons carved sculpture, Carved Carat. This wooden sculpture is immensely detailed and well carved, to develop this type of skill it would include years of practice and progression as wood carving is a challenging skill. Grinling Gibbons work relates to the chosen practice; Surface Pattern and Textiles as throughout the carvings there is a clear pattern design incorporated within each sculpture. This artist shows great tactile skills, hand crafted carved sculptures is a fascinating example of tactility in arts and crafts. Grinling Gibbons wood carvings show tremendous examples of thinking skills, carving skills and essential knowledge for a professional finish, these skills have been developed and progressed by the artist throughout his design career, it would take a substantial amount of time to develop these skills. Gibbons is an extremely talented artist and The Compton Verney (2021) comment that Grinling Gibbons is “arguably the greatest carver in British history, Grinling Gibbons remains a potent symbol of inspiration and achievement. He carved with an unsurpassed realism that could literally fool the eye.” The wooden sculpture that has been hand carved is visually pleasing and extremely professional, it also looks like it has been laser cut and not hand carved, it is has been perfectly executed by this artist. Gibbons’ work also has influenced other contemporary artists to this day such as Phoebe Cummings who creates clay sculptures inspired by this artist. As a Surface Pattern and Textiles student, learning from other artists and being influenced by them helps develop your design thinking skills and allows you to try out new skills and are likely to achieve a more significant outcome as a result of this.

To summarise this piece of writing about skill in the context of my own practice; Surface Pattern and Textiles requires many diverse and difficult skills in order to carry out the practice and become a successful pattern designer. Throughout the practice you are often unaware that you are using many skills in order to create professional outcomes and many skills are constantly being developed and are constantly growing as we learn. These skills are beneficial as they are able to transform our future and are able to support us as we progress through life. The artists that have been linked to the practice; Surface Pattern and Textiles display immense examples of skills displayed in the pattern design industry such as print making and design thinking skills. These artists have shown that they have developed their skills differently, for example, Morris’ skills have mainly been focused on print making and creating wallpapers and Gibbons’ skills have been focused on hand crafts which include wood carving and creating sculptures. This shows that both artists show examples of skill as an idea that is then converted to a characteristic which allows them to design and create artwork through processes that challenge the artists in which they have obstacles they may need to overcome to succeed. This essay has also shown that skills are able to be developed differently depending on which subject area you choose, for example, having the skill for design thinking can be interpreted in many different ways, in this case, screen printing and stitching can lead to two extremely different outcomes, but the same skill has been used. Skills are learnt from experiences and mistakes that we make, by learning and using our problem-solving skills we are able to think creatively to conjure up a solution in which improves our chances of a more successful outcome.
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