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	Social Theory refers to a broad range of terms including “ideas, arguments, hypotheses” (Oxford) which all form the society we live in today. How society around us work has been sculpted by values, norms customs and statuses who not only define us as people and as a community but also as a broader society. This essay will also look at how social theory has created norms and values of social life and thus depicted the ideal social environment. This essay will also discuss key persons in the field of Social theory including the theories proposed by key figures in the development of social theory, Karl Marx, Emilie Durkheim and Max Webber and how they have had an impact on social evolution but furthermore how society has evolved over the years. In addition, it will evaluate how social theory has depicted class and wealth in Britain and how this has created the idea of ‘Two Britain’s.’
	The years of 1750 to 1920 had a big impact on social theory as we know it today. Polayni, 1944 described this period as a a period of “Great Transformation”. As a result of the French Revolution in 1789the meaning of social philosophy changed and society become separate to the idea of philosophy. The change brought about three idealisms against society with the first being making individual rights and freedoms a reality to those in society. Secondly, it rocked the foundations of feudal society. Feudal Society was the act of “structuring society around derived from the holding of land in exchange for service or labour” (Marc Bloch) And finally it changed the framework of an inward-looking introspective philosophy. Introspective philosophy is a process that is aimed at creating knowledge, beliefs and judgments about mental events however this process has changed over the years. Thomas Hobbes 1588 – 1679 developed the concept of a social contract to avoid society erupting into total chaos and to aid in the running of society. The social contract required members of society to surrender a part of their autonomy and some self-interest to live in a structured society. This contract helps society move away from a system of dis-organisation and chaos but provides a basis for social order. John Locke then founded his theory on the basis of Hobbes Social Contract Theory. However, unlike Hobbes, Locke believed that “Human nature is characterised by reason and tolerance” however “grants people the right to revolt and overthrow the government if it is exploiting the rights of people” (Sami, 2013) Locke was known as the first Wester Political Thinker who justified the idea of resistance within society.   The way we act can be explained by three regulations material regulation, legal regulation and moral regulation. Moral regulation embodies the idea that people in society voluntarily accept particular roles of social conduct. This provides a compelling social power by persuasion rather than sheer force. This is different to legal regulation which is governed by laws and punishment and material regulation which is described as the physical limit of what is possible.
Another person who has an influence on Social Theory as we know it today is Karl Marx who introduced the theory of Marxism and Conflict. Marx introduced the concept of alienation which occurs as a natural consequence of negative social conditions that occur in everyday situations and circumstances. Marx introduced alienation and described it by explaining that there had been a dramatic rise in the extent and depth of alienation as a result of capitalism. Ransome (2010) described capitalism as “an economic system in which commodities are mass produced for sale to consumers at a price that is greater than the cost of making them.” Capitalism was seen to increase during the 18th and 19th century which was a period of social and industrial development. The development of  capitalism lead to Marx separating society into two classes, the bourgeois (the middle class) described in Marxist context as “the capitalism class who own most of society’s wealth and means of production” and the proletariat class (the working class) who in Marxism terms are described as “the labouring classes.” Not only did these two distinct classes in society evolve but it lead to Marx theory on alienation. There were four degrees of alienation, products, act of production, common purpose and loss of humanity. The act of producing products lead to the alienation of paid workers who were alienated from their creative energies as they were simply paid to make objects they were paid to produce at the request of their employer. Not only do they not have a say in what they create but they also do not have the financial ability to buy what they produce. The act of producing goods as an employer also adds to the alienation of workers. They are paid to produce goods that are out of their reach, but they are also paid for their labour and nothing else. Workers are often exploited for their low paid labour and have no voice in their place of work.  The system of capitalism can create circumstances so harsh and uncompromising that we lose touch with our essence as human beings and lead to a sense of loss of humanity forcing members of society to become more machine like and less human.
The full appreciation of Webbers Work can only truly be established by comparing it to the work of Marx. Webber introduced an explanation to capitalism that was not offered by Marx. Webber differed from Marx in many ways, he had practical training as a lawyer and economist however Marx began with abstract philosophical concepts. He also had a tendency to concentrate his efforts and research on real-world matters whereas Marx in the other hand looked at historical development. Weber did not feel that all social life could be explained by reference to economic laws. He considered non-economic factors to be just as important and believed they should be taken into account. Additional he believed that it was possible to study society and history without the need to also evaluate economic forces such as politics and legal social spheres. Webber also developed the four distinct spheres of realism which were political, legal, economical and religious. He believed that not one of these spheres was dominant over the other but they did overlap, each one being influenced and having an influence on each other. Another fundamental difference between Marx and Webber was that Webber disagreed with Marx’s view that there was an underlining tension emerging between the two dominant classes but concentrated his research on class, status and party.  Marx saw the struggles as the hallmark of all previous societies, he also believes that class is all about life chances and opportunities to sell one’s skills in exchange for salaries with which to obtain goods and services. He disagrees with Marx’s perspective that class positions are all about property ownership and the means of production.
Status groups are a way in which we evaluate social worth however it does provide an element of segregation as it provides barriers between groups with the expectation that members of the specific social group require specific qualifications and standards. Members of social classes are also expected to act in certain ways with uphold specific patterns of consumption, style and taste.  Status differs from class in that status is to do with our own choices and lifestyle selections however class refers to members of groups sharing lifestyles, habits and tastes.
In 2014, Oxfam wrote a report that highlighted the stark contrast between the two classes in Britain, the very richest and the poorest of the community. The report showed that the poorest 20% of people in the UK had a total wealth of £28.1 bn that equalled to an average of £2,230 each. In stark contrast the 5 most wealthy families in the UK had property and assets worth £28.2 bn which is equal to approximately £5.64 bn each, which is more than 20% of the poorest in the UK. The enormous difference between the poorest in the UK having a wealth of £2230 each and the richest have over five and a half billion in wealth each. As a society it is imperative that the question is asked, is this difference justifiable. Oxfam’s director said that this divide in wealth was deeply dividing the nation with the wealthy getting richer and the poorest getting poorer. The director himself is getting concerned that there is such an inequality of wealth with a handful of people having more money than millions of people living in the United Kingdom that are barely surviving and living on the breadline.  On a global spectrum, as oppose to merely comparing the wealth of the two most divided classes in the United Kingdom, the total wealth of   the 85 global billionaires is equivalent to half the world’s population. In context 85 of the richest people have equivalent wealth to the total wealth of 3.5 billion of the world’s population. This shows how wealth has had an impact on society not only in the United Kingdom but also across the world and how, as the separation increases the challenges that come along with this are also increasing. 
	Emile Durkheim had a slightly different approach to develop his concept of social theory. Durkheim had a national focus on science and social progress. Durkheim brought about a rise in the prestige and expectance of scientific methods and allowed the importance of scientific research to be established. It also developed a new way of solving social problems, using science. Durkheim’s key theme was the relationship of the individual themselves with society as a whole. After the revolution of 1789 many individuals believed that the individuals were separate from society and this resulted in individuals only entering into relations with society out of only economic necessity and self-interest. However Durkheim believed that this placed the individual ahead of the national unity of society.
Webber went on to modify and elaborate upon Marx’ idea and Webber goes on to take a more complex, multi-dimensional view of society but he also elaborates by acknowledging that class and economic issues are important but also in addition Weber evaluates and studies how status and party have an effect. Weber also appreciates that class division does not only derive from control of production but from also economic differences that have nothing directly to do with the owning of property or land. However has time has developed and the twentieth century came to an end the boundaries surrounding classes in society became more blurred as attitudes of people began to change and other factors started having an effect on us including factors such as fame and popularity started playing a bigger part in defining social groups as oppose to solely relying on income.
To conclude society as we know it today has developed after many years and as key concepts and ideas have been developed by key figures in society.
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