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Using a theme or traditional tale as a stimulus, consider how you might embed the six areas of learning and experience and the four purposes (Donaldson) in an integrated, cross-curricular approach. 

Using the theme of Roald Dahl as a stimulus to teach in a cross-curricular approach three activities are planned for children in Key Stage Two in Year Four The children will benefit from using the Welsh Author Roald Dahl as a stimulus for their learning as it can promote cross-curricular learning using a plethora of skills and range from different subject areas. The Welsh Assembly Government (2003) proposed that Curriculum Cymreig helps pupils “identify their own sense of Welshness and to feel a heightened sense of belonging to their local community and country.” Curriculum Cymreig is vital for Welsh children in education because it will give Welsh culture a purpose. It could be argued that Curriculum Cymreig promotes the ESDGC theme of ‘Identity and Culture’. Using Roald Dahl will help promote Curriculum Cymreig as he was a Welsh Author who wrote children’s short-stories. The children will gain a sense of Welsh Pride as they study the short-stories of the famous Welsh author. Barnes (2012) suggests that cross-curricular learning is “when the skills, knowledge and attitudes of a different number of different disciplines are applied to a single experience, theme or idea). Cross-curricular learning is very important as it strengthens the significance and coherence of the overall curriculum to pupils. Ofted (2002) suggested that cross-curricular learning will lead to the growth of pupil’s confidence in subjects and add a positive perception towards education.
The aim for the first activity is for the children to design and create their own ‘Revolting Recipe’ from a selection of healthy foods and decide what superpower their recipe will create; this activity is inspired by Roald Dahl’s George’s Marvelous Medicine. The pupils will be asked to design their ‘Revolting Recipe’ by using different English language techniques. For example, onomatopoeia, alliteration, metaphors, similes and personification. Additionally, after the pupils have designed their recipe, they will create them using the healthy foods they chose after explaining why and how they will use them. The first activity will promote a cross-curricular way of learning as the children will be using their English language skills whilst designing and creating their product (a recipe) in a Design and Technology approach. In Donaldson’s new curriculum this activity will link into three of the six Areas of Learning, they are: health and well-being, languages, literacy and communication and science and technology. In Donaldson’s (2015) Successful Futures, health and well-being ties into the first activity and it aims to help “address concerns about physical activity and diet”. My activity ensures that the children make positive choices when considering their diet which also covers the ESDGC theme of Health. Young people will experience Health and Well-being Area of Learning out in everyday life and may even contribute to the Four Purposes by Donaldson (2015), such as Ambitious, Capable Learners as they will put into practice “their knowledge and understanding of social, physical and emotional health in their own lives.” Healthy, Confident Individuals may be developed also during this activity as the pupils will understand how to keep healthy by understanding their choices about their diet are vital. Children are naturally curious, and science and technology will give the children a way to extend their creativity and imagination. They will be able to take these skills from science and technology out into the real world using their four purposes by Donaldson (2015), enterprising, creative contributors will be able to design and create products and objects, which the pupils will explore in this activity when they have the opportunity to develop their designing skills when creating their Revolting Recipe. Ambitious, capable learners will be able to develop their skills in observation, research and critical thinking because in this activity they will evaluate their recipe to see what fits well for the individual pupil. It is important for each pupil to be individual and creative and cross-curricular activities can advocate this. Barnes (2015:265) proposed that “creativity was not seen as only connected to art; innovative practice was to include work in all subjects across subjects.” Throughout the activity, the children will have opportunities to develop their skills in Design and Technology by having opportunities to design and make their own ‘Revolting Recipe’ by being encouraged to be creative when designing. During their designing process, the pupils must write what healthy foods they’re using and why by using a plethora of English language skills. They will “adapt what they write to the purpose and reader, choosing words appropriately by using descriptive and persuasive language.” Welsh Government (2014)
The second activity planned is inspired by Matilda which aims to for the children to create their advertisement for a used car, just like Mr. Wormwood in the story. They will write their advertisement using persuasive English language techniques. Each of the children will film their advertisement using a green screen, they will use their creativeness to do this. The children will all watch each other’s advertisement and vote on whose used car they would buy out of all the class advertisements. This activity promotes a cross-curricular way of teaching as it includes English skills, ICT skills and Drama skills. In the new curriculum this activity will link into three of the six Areas of Learning, they are: expressive arts, languages, literacy and communication and science and technology. Barnes (2015) suggested that cross-curricular activities that “encourage group solutions, collaborative learning, creative combinations and the development of the independent learners” as this will result in a “generation of confident, imaginative and adaptable children”.  It could be argued that Barnes, here relating to Donaldson’s four purposes where the children will become ambitious, capable learners, enterprising, creative contributors, ethical, informed citizens and healthy, confident individuals. This activity will help the children to become enterprising, creative contributors as they will be using their own imagination and creativity to create their own advertisements for a used car. Donaldson (2015) suggests that through expressive arts, “teachers can encourage children to develop their creative appreciation and talent and their artistic and performance skills”, with this activity, the children will be able to develop these skills that Donaldson proposes as they will be creating their own video that they will create individually using their own script and ideas. Donaldson (2015) leads the belief that the “exposure to literature extends children and young people’s understanding of the power of language”, therefore, Roald Dahl is the perfect theme for a cross-curricular approach as his literature and the way he uses English language techniques will be a good example for children to build on their literacy skills. In this activity the pupils will aim to use as many English language techniques as possible, just like Roald Dahl. Donaldson (2015) demonstrates that science and technology helps children to understand that they can extend their “current imagination”, in the second activity the pupils will aim to “extend their imagination” by creating a whole advertisement individually, using lots of English language techniques. During this activity, many skills will be developed. The children will be creating their own advertisement using computers, they will edit their videos on iMovie. This will help develop their skills creating and modifying multimedia and then using text, animations, and images to edit and present their advertisements. Along the process of creating their advertisements, the children will have to explain information and ideas using Roald Dahl’s Matilda as a resource.
The third activity planned aims for the pupils to use their Geography skills in small teams and follow a Roald Dahl theme grid map adventure. The grid map will be of their school and they will follow the clues which will give them directions and instructions how get to the next clue. For example, at A5 the children will be instructed to go to C1 by skipping. The first team back to the starting point will win. This will help the children to learn in a cross-curricular way as both Physical Education and Geography will be included in the activity. A cross-curricular way of learning offers different ways of learning and different opportunities (Rowley and Cooper 2009). In Donaldson’s new curriculum, this activity will fit into two of his six Areas of Learning, they are: humanities and health and well-being. Health and well-being can be beneficial for pupils as it can teach them that they can make a “contribution to reducing health inequalities and improving well-being more widely” Donaldson (2015), it gives children a chance for them to understand they are able to make a difference in the world. In this activity the children will learn about how their bodies are working and how to stay healthy by raising their heartbeat by completing different instructions. This will help them to become healthy, confident individuals by teaching the children how to undertake in regular physical exercise and how to keep their body safe when doing so. By using health and well-being the children will also be able to develop into ambitious, capable learners by practicing their understanding about their physical health in their everyday lives. Through this cross-curricular activity, the children will learn that they will be able to in cooperate physical movement into most activities every day. Whilst the children are understanding the importance of physical movement, the children will have a chance to develop their map reading skills in Geography. Humanities “offer fascinating contexts for children and young people to learn about people and place” Donaldson (2015). Whilst the children are using their map reading skills, they will be able to develop their learning outside of the school walls as they will be in their school yard, hunting for the clues. RSPB Cymru (2012) suggests that when children are outdoors their physical activity levels increase and they become more attracted to nature. Using their humanitarian skills, the children will be able to develop their four purposes. This activity will help the children develop into ethical, informed citizens using a range of geographical perspectives to address the activity at hand. It could be possible the pupils will develop into ambitious, capable learners by gaining a strong understanding of different places by applying “appropriate tests of the validity and reliability of evidence to support arguments” Donaldson (2015). Through practical activities outdoors, the children will develop skills in Geography which will help them understand the own Welsh locality. The children will have opportunities to compete competitively to develop jumping, running, throwing and skipping in Physical Education. They will be able to “feel healthy and stay fit while having fun” Welsh Assembly Government (2008). 
Overall, it is clear to see that a cross-curricular approach to teaching has major benefits and many arguments have been provided to suggest that a cross-curricular approach to teaching is positive however, it is possible that cross-curricular approaches may be a negative if the lessons are not planned carefully. Barnes and Shirley (2007) argued that trained teachers have had limited training or experience in cross-curricular learning in children, either themselves as pupils or as student teachers. Therefore, it may be hard for teachers to deliver a skillful performance of a cross-curricular approach. However, it is obvious that cross-curricular learning promotes creativity and imagination. Barnes (2015) suggested that cross-curricular activities that “encourage group solutions, collaborative learning, creative combinations and the development of the independent learners”, children will have to find creative ways to learn. Contrastingly, it could be argued that a cross-curricular approach isn’t always suitable. For example, pure subject teaching is needed to teach the basics for the children to be immersed into theme-based learning. Barnes (2018) proposes that pure subject teaching needs to take place for the children to build their foundations confidentially. Taking every argument into account, the benefits from cross-curricular learning outweighs the negatives. 
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