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A Critical Comparison of Two JSTOR Papers

This essay compares and contrasts Shigeru Nakayama’s article on ‘Characteristics of Chinese Astrology’ published on The University of Chicago Press on behalf of The History of Science Society in 1966, with Paul Carus’s paper on ‘Chinese Occultism’, published by Oxford University Press Stable in 1905.

1. The origin of Chinese astrology and civilization 
In ‘Chinese Occultism’, the structure is very clear to describe a familiar key point, that Chinese civilization is origin from Babylon civilization. And the author Paul gave some arguments about Western origin of Chinese civilization, and the connection between East and the founders of Babylonian culture. It was published in 1905.
Following by the paper ‘Chinese Occultism’, the ‘Characteristics of Chinese Astrology’ was published in 61 years later.  The author of ‘Characteristics of Chinese Astrology’ claimed that Chinese art of fate calculation is not properly called astrology and Chinese horoscopes are founded on ideas imported from the West. 

1) Logical problem on ‘Three Essential Features’ between Chinese and Babylon astrological tradition
According to the paper, the reasons why Chinese Astrology is imported from the West are that Chinese astrology shares three essential features with that of ancient Babylon:1) Empirial collection of data. 2)Official character. 3) Secrecy.  

The structure of Characteristics of Chinese Astrology is clear. But the reason why Chinese astrology is imported by Babylon is not grounded and has logical problem. The ‘three essential features’ about the foundation of governmental official astrology can not demonstrate the same origins between Chinese and Babylon Astrology. If the logical is workable, then we can also get the reverse conclusion that the Babylon astrology is import from Chinese astrology in the pre-Christian period, because of three same features by the same logical process.  

2) Lacking supporting evidence problem when the author is comparing two civilisations 
In the paper of ‘Chinese Occultism’, the major arguments are:1) the cuneiform wring and Chinese script are similar；2）the sexagenary cycle is corresponding to the use of number sixty in Babylonia; 3) the signs of the zodiac is the same both in Babylon and China; 4) Chinese divide the circle into three hundred and sixty degrees as did the Babylonians;5) The legend of both Chinse “Fire Man”, SuiJen seems the same as Tiamat in Babylonian story; 6) The yang and the yin is paralleled used by the similar divining method of the Urim and Thummim by Semitic tribe. 

Those similarities all lack of supporting historical evidence to prove that they are the same origin. So it is difficult to confirm the conclusion that the connection is existing between Chinese and Babylonian civilization. 
Also, Mr Paul Carus gave a story in his paper about the exile tribe coming from Far West settled in China. He used this story to prove why Babylonian civilization influenced Chinese culture. It is pity that he did not gave the precise proof of historical recording about this Far West tribe story in his paper. 

2.Identification problem about Chinese astrology 

On page 452 of ‘Characteristics of Chinese Astrology’, the author listed a picture of the earliest know Japanese horoscope for the year 1112. But he did not demonstrate the origin source of this picture. On the ‘Japanese horoscope’, it is full of Chinese characters, but no one Japanese characters and can not support the claim that the horoscope map is original Japanese one. So without proofed evidence, it cannot get the conclusion that it is the Japanese nativity horoscope, which is earlier than Chinese horoscope map. 

The biggest problem of ‘Characteristics of Chinese Astrology” is lack of insight between Bazi and Chinese astrology, then he mixed up the identification of Bazi- the fate calculation and Chinese astrology which is based on the observation of planet movement. 

Patrick Curry claimed that ‘Astrology is the practice of relating the heavenly bodies to lives and events on earth, and the tradition that has thus been generated.’ 

In Later Han Dynasty, Fan Ye recorded that a solar eclipse occurred at Wei Mansion eight degrees, and a partial solar eclipse occurred at Liu Mansion fourteen degrees. 

In Ming Dynasty, Mingyin Wan,  an ancient Chinese astrologer claimed that Jupiter would pass one House each year and twelve years each cycle, Mars would pass one House every two month and two years each cycle. Saturn would pass one Mansion each year and twenty-eight year each cycle. Venus and Mercury would pass one House each month and alone with the Sun, one year each cycle. Qi would move twenty-nine year each cycle, and Bei would move nine year each cycle. Rahu and Kedu would move eighteen years each cycle.  
 
Above those historical evidence support that ancient Chinese astrology was relied on the observation of planetary movement and fit the identification of ‘astrology’ by scholar Patrick Curry.
While, in ‘Chinese Occultism’, Paul Carus shared different thought from Shigeru Nakayama. He mentioned about ‘The Personification of Stars’ in his paper and claimed that to the Chinese (as also in some respects to the Babylonians) the stars are actual presences who sway the destinies of mankind. But also, he mentioned that those believe to Chinese are based upon ancient traditions ultimately derived from Sumer and Accad.  
Then the author listed the series of stars that constitute Ursa Major, popularly called ‘the dipper’ in America and known in China as ‘the bushel’. 

While the record of ‘the bushel’ in Chinese historical document can be traced back to Shi and Huang Emperor in BC 2697 to BC 2599. Gautama Siddha in Tang Dynasty collected and tidied up all the astrological related historical records in his book Kai Yuan  Zhan Jing.  It was recorded that Big Dipper is the emperor’s car, transporting in the central, managing four directions, respectively in Yin and Yang, building by four seasons, and establishing five elements. It was helped by twenty-eighth lunar mansions, when the sky was about to sprout, the earth was about to breed. 

It demonstrated that the bushel is part of Chinese astrology, related Yin and Yang, and deeply implemented on the ancient Chinese’s life, not only for the purpose to serve emperor, but also give the contribution for agriculture development. 
3.Conclusion 
Both Shigeru Nakayama and Paul Carus thought the 28 Chinese Mansions are original from Indian Mansions. Even Indian Mansions are 27 mansions. In the 陳久津，，，， 

But the differences between 2 papers are the author Shigeru Nakayama wanted to demonstrate the native Japanese astrology was mistakenly exhibit the influence of Indian and Hellenistic astrology. 

The greatest strength of the paper “CHINESE OCCULTISM” is the author gave a global picture of Chinese philosophy starting from ‘Yang’ and ‘Yin’,’5 elements’ and ’12 branches’. And meanwhile, the author Paul made the cross culture research between Maya and Chinese , Babylon and Chinese, etc. But the major flaw is lacking of primary materials’ reference, and secondary source list. For example, he mentioned that “the duodecimal system was imported at a very early date from Accad or Sumer, the country of the founders of Babylonian civilisation.” It didn’t 

It demonstrates that Chinese astrology is based on the current calendar, but the observation of sky to know the position is also very important to identify the position of planets on the horoscope. 

5. Conclude Your conclusion should always conclude what’s in your essay by revisiting the aim of the essay, restating any conclusions you have reached in the essay, and drawing the essay to a close. It should avoid introducing new material.

There are too many arguments on both sides to allow this question to be settled at present; for instance, against the similarities cited above may be poised the considerable differences in the demarcation and naming of constellations in the two area. 

Shigeru Nakayama mentioned that “Many Chinese solar eclipse records seem not to have been based on observation.1” 

1 Characteristics of Chinese Astrology, Author(s): Shigeru Nakayama Source: Isis, Vol. 57, No. 4 (Winter, 1966), pp. 442-454 Published by: The University of Chicago Press on behalf of The History of Science Society 

CHINESE OCCULTISM, Author(s): Paul Carus Source: The Monist, Vol. 15, No. 4 (October, 1905), pp. 500-554 Published by: Oxford University Press Stable 

五星自名一家考韩愈作李虚中墓志称其推命尚止用年月日不用时则元天宝之间且無八字似不應有五星然王充論衡稱天施氣而眾星佈精天所施氣而眾星之氣在其中矣人稟氣而生含氣而長得貴則貴得賤則賤貴或秩有高下富或貴有多少皆星位尊卑大小之所授也是漢末已以星位言祿命又韓愈三星行云我生之辰月宿南斗牛奮其角箕張其口杜牧自作墓志銘曰餘生於角星昴畢於角為第八宮曰病厄宮亦約八殺宮……from 114 to 115 page 星命朔源五卷-天一閣藏本，《武英殿本四庫全書縂目》第三十冊，國家圖書館出版社，清 紀昀等 篡
陰陽什麽時候開始進入占星學 
二十八星宿
十天乾和地支 -陳久經
論衡 漢朝 
� Characteristics of Chinese Astrology, Author(s): Shigeru Nakayama Source: Isis, Vol. 57, No. 4 (Winter, 1966), pp. 442-454 Published by: The University of Chicago Press on behalf of The History of Science Society





� Patrick Curry, Patrick, ‘Astrology’, in Boyd, Kelly (ed.) The Encyclopaedia of Historians and Historical Writing, 2 Vols. London: Fitzroy Dearborn 1999, Vol. 1, pp 55-7 (p. 55)


� Fan Ye, Later Han History, edition in Song Dynasty.Vol.7 (pp.80-81)( 后漢書志第十八，五行六，光武帝建武二年，正月甲子朔日有蝕之在危八度。三年五月乙卯晦日有蝕之在柳十四度;宋本后漢書七)


� Wan Mingyin, Xing Xue Da Cheng, Jupiter would pass one House each year and twelve years each cycle, Mars would pass one House every two month and two years each cycle. Saturn would pass one Mansion each year and twenty-eight year each cycle. Venus and Mercury would pass one House each month and alone with the Sun, one year each cycle. Qi would move twenty-nine year each cycle, and Bei would move nine year each cycle. Rahu and Kedu would move eighteen years each cycle. Ming Dynasty, pp 12 (定十一曜周天行度之數：木星大約一年一宮，十二年一周天，卯年卯上起，故名之曰嵗。火星大約兩月一宮，二年一周天。土星大約一年一宿，二十八年一周天。金、水星一月一宮，不離太陽前後，一年一周天，氣曜二十九年一周天，孛曜九年一周天。邏計十八年一周天。星學大成)


� Gautama Siddha, Big Dipper is the emperor’s car, transporting in the central, managing four directions, respectively in Yin and Yang, building by four seasons, and establishing five elements. It was helped by twenty-eighth lunar mansions, when the sky was about to sprout, the earth was about to breed. Kai Yuan Zhan Jing, in Tang Dynasty, pp. 654 to 655. (北斗星占 五十八 ：石氏曰：北斗七星，輔一星，在太微北。<黃帝佔>曰：北斗為帝車，運于中央，臨制四方，分別陰陽，建於四時，均立五行，移應節度，定諸紀綱，太一之事。配于二十八宿，天所以發其時，地所以成萬物，諸侯屬焉。<開元占經> 唐朝 瞿曇悉達.)






