Tourism Levy – FOR Environmental
Script/ Notes

SLIDE 1
I am arguing for the introduction of a tourism levy in Wales, specifically from an environmental perspective.
I will not repeat what a tourism levy is — instead, I want to focus on why it matters.
Tourism depends on the environment as no tourists want to visit a destination that is run down or damaged but maintaining the environment costs money. A tourism levy is designed so that visitors contribute directly to the destinations, rather than these costs being left to local communities. 
A tourism levy exists to fund sustainability and environmental projects and maintain and protect natural environments, encouraging responsible and sustainable tourism. Without this funding, these environments face constant pressure.
By ensuring that tourists contribute directly, a levy helps create sustainable funding. This means that the environment can be cared for continuously, rather than reacting only when problems become urgent.
SLIDE 2
Tourism does not come without consequences. Research consistently shows that increased visitor numbers lead to more waste, pollution, and damage to natural habitats.
According to Travel Trade Ready, tourism significantly increases environmental pressures such as litter, water pollution, and damage to habitats However, what is important is who pays for managing those impacts
Currently the cost to manage these pressures are left to local authorities, that often struggle to afford the maintenance and work required, which in worst cases can cause authorities to restrict access to popular tourist sites. This creates both an environmental risk and a financial strain on communities as councils are expected to clean beaches, repair footpaths, manage waste, and protect natural areas. This is exactly what the levy is designed to address.
SLIDE 3 
This is where a tourism levy becomes practical. Firstly, it provides funding for sustainability and environmental projects, such as habitat restoration, ecosystem management, and park maintenance. Secondly, it ensures that projects focus on protecting natural parks.
A strong real-world example is the Balearic Islands in Spain. They introduced a tourism levy in 2016, specifically to fund environmental and sustainability initiatives, including park protection, habitat restoration, and ecosystem conservation.
It is important to point out that, introducing the levy did not scare tourists away. Visitor numbers remained consistent, and the levy has generated millions in funding that could be reinvested directly into protecting the environment, the very reason people visit in the first place.
This shows that tourism levies can work, supporting sustainable tourism while preserving natural environments for future tourists to enjoy.

SLIDE 4
Protecting nature is not optional, it is essential for sustainable tourism and now it is more important than ever.
According to UN Tourism, conserving natural heritage and biodiversity is a core principle of sustainable tourism development. This includes protecting forests, coastal areas, and wildlife habitats, as well as environmental monitoring.
A tourism levy provides dedicated funding to support habitat restoration, conservation projects, and maintenance of protected areas. In Wales, this is especially relevant with the number of national parks, nature reserves, and protected coastlines that require constant care.
Without funding, protecting the environment is difficult and sometimes not possible. A tourism levy ensures that these spaces are preserved for future generations to enjoy.
A tourism levy provides continuous funding that these areas need. It allows authorities to plan long-term conservation efforts rather than just reacting to immediate problems, ensuring that Wales's natural landscapes remain healthy, accessible, and attractive for generations of visitors.
SLIDE  5 
Funding is not the only benefit. Tourism levies also shape how tourists behave and can make visitors think about their impacts.
Levies can support education campaigns, signage and sustainable transport options that push tourists towards more environmentally friendly choices. 
The Welsh Government states that all overnight visitors contributing through a levy helps preserve Wales's natural beauty. This ensures that destinations are not damaged by tourism and the visitors share the responsibility of looking after the environment with locals.
[bookmark: _Int_EbnzDGpT]It is essential that tourists understand what the levy is for, rather than just seeing it as another tax to pay, in order to influence their actions and to work together to protect the environment. It is not about discouraging tourism, it is about encouraging responsible and sustainable tourism, benefiting both the destination and the tourists.
SLIDE 6 
To conclude, Wales should implement a tourism levy.
Tourism already places pressure on the environment and habitats. A tourism levy is designed to manage these pressures and preserve the environment for future tourists. Evidence from places like the Balearic Islands proves that levies can fund conservation, protect natural environments, and support sustainable tourism without discouraging visitors.
If tourism depends on Wales's natural environment to survive, then protecting that environment is not optional  and a tourism levy is the most responsible way to do it.





