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[image: GÃ¶bekli Tepe Site]To commemorate is something that has been prominent in the history of humanity for since the beginning. It has been instrumental to cultures throughout history, in their own way every country or culture has founded a way of commemorating, without the influence of other country. This shows that commemorating is something that comes naturally to humanity and that people feel a need to commemorate or memorialize someone or something. There are countless examples throughout history of different cultures doing this. Personally, I feel it necessary to go over the history of this as it holds great examples of commemoration and how they create personal meaning in relation to their periods. Commemoration can also be a significant part of religion, a huge aspect of culture even today
The word commemorate comes from the root Latin word ‘Memor’ meaning mindful, this is the same for the word ‘memorial’. This goes to show the history of this human practice, the first example commemorations can be found as early as 9000 BC, at Göbekli Tepe, Turkey. Which is Turkish for ‘Potbelly Hill’ is the oldest megalith in the world. Constructed by its inhabitants it boasts giant rocks joined without concrete or mortar formed in a circle. the site is completely shrouded in mystery, and there isn’t much known about the megalith’s use or in fact who used it. It’s massive stone blocks boast indecipherable and animal reliefs, which are there to possibly commemorate some god. 

Recent discoveries of bones and other indications suggest that the site was used as some sort of sacrificial site, using human and animal sacrifices to please their gods. This isn’t a memorial, but it could be a commemoration and dedication to their god, and one of the oldest on the planet. This site, in the time it was used probably evoked personal meaning to the people as they used it for religious purposes, they payed tribute to their god and expressed their gratitude and dedication to the god through sacrifice. The carving here could also been seen as early art, allowing it’s inhabitants to express them selves and what meant the most to them on these stone pillars, these carvings are found all over the pillars in this megalith, though nothing is known about their meaning, the fact that there even are carvings and etchings point toward that this site had huge personal meaning to its users.

‘At the dawn of the Neolithic, hunter-gatherers congregating at Göbekli Tepe created social and ideological cohesion through the carving of decorated pillars, dancing, feasting—and, almost certainly, the drinking of beer made from fermented wild crops.’

Dietrich, O., Heun, M., Notroff, J., Schmidt, K., & Zarnkow, M. (2012). The role of cult and feasting in the emergence of Neolithic communities. New evidence from Göbekli Tepe, south-eastern Turkey. Antiquity, 86(333), 674-695. ‘

Göbekli Tepe is a testament to commemoration and though it isn’t a memorial it did have personal meaning to its Neolithic user’s, regardless of what it was used for there is evidence that the site commemorated their god evoked personal meaning to the people. It stands as the first example of the relationship between commemoration and religion, this key site marks the stage in time when humans began to commemorate. As time went on from this point civilizations adopted this mantra, some well-known examples being the Valley of the Kings, Parthenon, or Christ the Redeemer. Continuing up until today we are constantly surrounded by crucifixes and religious iconography. 

Not only do we see structures and images like those mentioned but commemorative events such as Dia De Muertos, a ritual held annually celebrated for more than 3000 years passed down from their Aztec pre cursor further proof of the history of commemoration and memorial. It is a celebration, remembrance and time of grieving for those who have departed.

‘On October 31, All Hallows Eve, the children make a children's altar to invite the angelitos (spirits of dead children) to come back for a visit. November 1 is All Saints Day, and the adult spirits will come to visit. November 2 is All Souls Day, when families go to the cemetery to decorate the graves and tombs of their relatives. The three-day fiesta is filled with marigolds, the flowers of the dead; muertos (the bread of the dead); sugar skulls; cardboard skeletons; tissue paper decorations; fruit and nuts; incense, and other traditional foods and decorations.’ 

Day, Frances Ann(2003). Latina and Latino Voices in Literature. Greenwood Publishing Group. P. 72

This celebration is one that is unique to South America and that draws attention from the rest of the world, as the iconic skulls can be seen in popular culture much around. Regardless to this point to the people celebrating, Day of the Dead it is for the living as much as it is for the dead, it allows the living to connect to the dead, to express themselves and have some connection to those of have departed. It a memorial and tribute to one’s family. 

‘people who celebrate the Day of the Dead derive a sense of inner peace from participating in ritual almost goes without saying. That this ritual provides solace and peace to the saints and souls is also obvious and of central importance to many of the faithful. Nonetheless the emotional components of this holiday, processed internally and idiosyncratically by individual, living or deceased, do nothing but negate the outward expressions of devotion.’

Brandes, S., 2009. Skulls to the living, bread to the dead: The Day of the Dead in Mexico and beyond. John Wiley & Sons.p .9
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Rivera, D. (1924). The Day of the Dead [Mural] Mexico City: Secretariat of Public Education Main Headquarters.

As you can see by the mural by one of Mexico’s most celebrated artists, Day of the Dead is an expression of personal meaning as well, as Diego Rivera’s mural shows a congregation of people celebrating the lives of those departed. This is an important piece as it portrays to the rest of the world what it means to the people celebrating it, drawing away from popular culture, a mural which truly expresses personal meaning to the people of Mexico and the rest of the world. This day is to truly commemorate and celebrate the lives of the dead, which is indefinitely a huge part of what it means to commemorate. To those celebrating during the Day of the Dead, I imagine it feels like how this mural portrays it; a busy, communal, thoughtful day of commemoration. Filled with many different types of emotion from joy to grief. 

The core belief of the [Day of the Dead] is so poetic and simple: as long as we remember those who have passed away, as long as we tell their stories, sing their songs, tell their jokes, cook their favorite meals, THEN they are with us, around us, and in our hearts. The moment we forget them, [...] then they are truly gone.


(Gutierrez, J. (2014). The Art of the Book of Life. Mexico City: Penguin, p.4 


Though remembering the dead isn’t something which is unique to Mexico, the rest of the world remembers and commemorates those who gave their lives for their country. In today’s modern world we remember how we are here and how without their sacrifice we wouldn’t be where we are today. War memorials have been a part of humanity for as long as there have been wars, it is important to commemorate and memorialize the fallen because regardless of beliefs or agendas they gave their tomorrow for our today. The memorials are used as historical landmarks, they connect their time to our time and allow people to respect and commemorate those who died, fought, participated or the people who were directly affected by conflicts. They can also be used to educate young people in teaching them the history and sacrifices made by past generations for them. Often memorials will have the names for those who have fallen, this brings a feeling of human connection to the whoever is looking at the memorial, knowing their names brings a personal feeling; a feeling of gratitude and recognition. Additionally, they can serve as a standpoint to not let these atrocious events from ever happening again, by reminding us of what war brings to a country and its people. 

[image: https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/thumb/8/89/Sargent%2C_John_Singer_%28RA%29_-_Gassed_-_Google_Art_Project.jpg/400px-Sargent%2C_John_Singer_%28RA%29_-_Gassed_-_Google_Art_Project.jpg]
 Sargent, J. (1918). Gassed. [Oil on Canvas] London: The Imperial War Museum.

War memorials acquire their landscape definition from sentiment, utility, social purposes, and historical interpretations. Social purposes of identity and service can be used to express sacred and nonsacred sentiment for war memory, but honor and humanitarianism are used only to symbolize the sacred in memorials. When physical settings, forms of sentiment, and social purpose are combined in memorials, war memory socially becomes either a part of everyday life or a celebration of the past. Forms of meaning in war memorials are influenced by reinterpretations of political history that enhance, contradict, or deemphasize the status of past wars.

Mayo, J.M., 1988. War memorials as political memory. Geographical Review, pp.62-75.


Though it is clear that these memorials connect us to the past and together as a society, they also make us feel a certain way about that specific time, but in some situations this perception that a memorial can change as time progresses, for example a memorial could once be seen as a touchstone, something to commemorate someone or something worth remembering but over time the ideologies and mantras that this memorial once stood for has now contrasted into something malicious, outdated and which now seen as an icon of racism and discrimination. Now there are two sides to anything, in this example there will always be people who believe in change and there will always be people who are firm in their own beliefs. In terms of how people feel about memorials can change over time and I think its important to touch on this during this written report. The example of which I am relating to is of course memorials commemorating confederate leaders in the southern states of America, symbolizing white supremacy and a government whose founding principle was the perpetuation and expansion of slavery. 

There are two arguments to this one being that in these is no space for such ideologies today whereas on the other hand being that these memorials commemorate the cultural heritage of the United States. As most of the memorials were built during the era of Jim Crow laws, a time where segregation and discrimination was at its highest, I can understand how that would make someone feel by allowing the memorial to stand, feeling that the country you live in still celebrates those who inflicted harm on your family, feeling as though that same racism still stands today and knowing the only way that there could be any change in the other side of the argument’s mind is through the removal of these memorials. 



The statues were symbols. Symbols matter. We use them in telling the stories of our past and who we are, and we chose them carefully. Once I learned the real history of these statues, I knew there was only path forward, and that meant making straight what was crooked, making right what was wrong. It starts with telling the truth about the past.

Landrieu, M. (2018). In the Shadow of Statues. New Orleans: Penguin, p.182.
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Removal of the Robert Lee Monument. (2017). [image] Available at: https://www.adl.org/education/educator-resources/lesson-plans/confederate-monuments-and-their-removal [Accessed 6 Dec. 2018].

Conclusion

	To conclude, commemoration is an ancestral and important aspect of human life, arguably one of the most important. Without it we wouldn’t be where we are today, across all cultures and countries we all have our own unique ways of celebrating and remembering those who have passed like those mentioned in this essay, what it means to commemorate is to truly remember the person, whether it’s a family member or someone significant. To celebrate their legacies, share their stories, let their lives and lessons guide your own, because if you have memories of a person, they are never truly dead. Memories influence us in our day to day lives whether you choose it to or not. Often, we commemorate significant events like wars or tragedies, these are solidified in time by memorials which are there to remind us of prominent times in time which are important to us. They make us feel gratitude and respect to those who gave their lives for us, but these memorials change over time and what they stand for may not be the same as what it once meant. Memorials make us feel remembrance, but they could also be malicious and feel like they are a symbol of negativity and oppression.
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