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Education systems differ all around the world. Nigeria is a “classified as a lower-middle-income country” (World Bank, 2020). Nigeria is further described as highly populated country with a population of “240,173,211” (WorldoMeter, 2026). Despite this country being highly populated around 40% of the population lived in poverty in 2019 and these statistics drastically rose in 2022 to around 63% of the population living in extreme poverty (NBS, 2022). In “2004 education became compulsory and free through the UBE Act 2004 (Compulsory, Free Universal Basic Education)” (PLAC, 2004). Despite this, there are estimated “10.5 million children not being educated in Nigeria” (BBC, 2026). In 2018/2019 date was released to the public stating “40.1% of the population lived below the national poverty line (National Bureau of Statistics, 2022). Three years later in 2022 figures were released and the percentage of people living below the national poverty line reached a drastic “63%” (National Bureau of Statistics, 2022). Many Nigerian family face the difficult decision on sending their children to school or to send them to work from the pressure of high inflation rates and low-income rates (Federal Ministry for Economic Cooperation and Development, no date).  Not only does the high inflation rates effect family living in poverty but the small number of qualified teachers in Nigerian schools. Karrem (2025) states in a recent article there are currently “2.4 million certified, qualified teachers in Nigeria”. However, it has been recorded there are estimated around “29,9 million children enrolled in primary and secondary schools” (Oxford Business Group, 2026). These figures show that teaching staff are outnumbered by the number of pupils which will influence how effective the teaching provision is in Nigerian schools. The educational struggles in Nigeria are on the rise due to many implications not being resolved, although there are numerous policies and acts in place to minimize these implications. Implementing polices and acts within the curriculum on reality in Nigeria. This essay will delve deeper into the issues with the quality of education and the teaching provision and how poverty and economic barriers amplifies the crisis in Nigerians education.

Nigeria has one core educational policy ‘National Policy on Education (NPE) this policy guides their educational system (Federal Republic of Nigeria, 2014). The National Polic on Education sets out guidelines on how “education is managed, administration and implementation” (Okafor, 2025). Furthermore, the policy was bought in to highlight the “universal rights to educations, protected under Nigerian’s Child Right Act 2003” (Okafor, 2025). “It was first developed in 1977” and has been re-evaluated many times as the years have gone on (Okafor, 2025). The reason for the re-evaluations is to ensure the Nigerian Education Policy is kept up to date with modernisation and allows them to incorporate new learning methods to benefit their students (Omojuwa, 2025). Omojuwa (20250 goes on to say Nigeria is struggling with number of older children unable to get jobs due to their lack of education and further understanding. By revisiting the existing education policy, it can allow Nigerian Governments to equip their children with the relevant skills and understanding within the modern work minimizing the mount of unemployed adulterants. When the National Policy on Education was reviewed it was found there were many gaps within the existing policy. It was found the funding dedicated to education was nowhere near enough to allow teachers to teach to their best abilities. Additionally, lack of effective implantation an unqualified or unskilled teachers in many schools (Scientific Research, 2022). Alongside the National Policy on Education Nigeria also bought out the Universal Basic Education Act 2004. This made education free and compulsory for children aged 6-15 (UNSECO, 2004). The main aims of this act were to ensure all children had the opportunity to be educated regardless of their background and Nigeria's aim was to improve learning environments for the children (UNSECO, 2004). Furthermore, the goal of the ‘Universal Basic Education Act 2004’ is to reduce the number of families living in poverty (Yusuf and Ajere, no date). The Act allows children to “attend school for free and plans to eliminate schooling fees and offers free school meals to all children” (Centre for Public Impact, 2017). Offering free education to all children in Nigeria and offering free school meals may encourage families to send their children to school as it can been seen as a positive, they are being fed. Moreover, it takes the burden of lower income families to have to feed each child they have.  The Universal Basic Education Act 2004 further supported educational policies such as the United Nations Conventions Rights of the Child (UNCRC). The United Nation Convention Rights of the Child states every child has the right to an education (Haynes, 2008). Nigeria is taking the right steps in transforming their educational system and creating a more inclusive and diverse educational environment.

Nigerian education system is created around their National Policy on Education, and they plan to execute it through their ‘Universal Basic Education Act 2004’. Combining this policy and act enables children of Nigeria to access education for free and it made education compulsory for “every child of primary and secondary school age” (UNESCO, 2004, p. A115). The UBE Act and NPE policy are designed to algin with United Nations Conventions of the Child which Nigeria signed to abide by on in 1990 (Refworld, 1995). By signing up to the UNCRC Nigeria have the responsibility that all children have access to the fundamentals of education at a high-quality standard. Although, Nigeria has made education free and compulsory for all children does not mean it is being implemented effectively. Making education free and compulsory goes beyond stating each child has the right to have quality education. Ensuring education is accessible for every child, a safe environment without overcrowded classrooms and ensuring every child has the accesses to the required recourses such as books, uniform and transport. News Central TV (2025) stated that Nigerian school curriculums are vigorous with the subjects that are taught, however, this curriculum is facing challenges with overcrowding, undertrained staff and lack of recourses. Daily Trust (2025) further supports the crisis of overcrowding within Nigerian classrooms as they state is it not uncommon for one classroom to have 80 to 100 students at once. These numbers clearly show the mass of overcrowding and the staff to pupil ratio has been well exceeded. It can make it challenging for the teacher to deliver quality education like stated in Nigerian education policy (UBE) and to comply with educational standards of the UNCRC if classrooms are severely overcrowded and with a lack of basic resources. Carl Rogers was a ‘holistic learning theorist’, he believed if a child was in a “safe and empathetic environment” the child with thrive (Curee, no date). This teaching strategies involved “building positive relationships, empathy and psychological support”, with the overcrowding and high rate of dropouts in Nigerian schools it is hard to implement any of Carl Rogers theory into practice (Patrick and Nordin, 2025). The current dropout rates in Nigeran schools are roughly recorded at “24 million dropout or fail to advance through the levels” (Arome, 2024). Furthermore, it can make it difficult for teachers to build a positive relationship with each student with the vast number within a classroom at one time and the significantly high dropout rates. Carl Roger believed a child's learning environment had a significant part in the success (Teach HQ,2026). To help eradicate the lack of qualified teachers in Nigeria, the Nigerian government have put in place a “National Teachers’ Policy” (Federal Ministry of Education, 2014). The policy outlines the importance of teacher welfare and puts a focus on “professional development, teacher competency, continues training and mandatory licencing” (Date Line, 2025).
[bookmark: _Int_Wu6yQyTC]Although, Nigeria follows the UBE 2004 Act where education is free and compulsory there are still millions of children unable to attend school due to hidden costs. Children living in higher poverty areas may struggle finically to afford uniforms, correct recourses and extra fees (Street Child, 2023). World Bank (2020) released figures on the reasons why children did not attend school. Rural Nigeria is stated to be more impacted by poverty, “24.8%” of females say education is too expensive and “26.5%” of boys say it is too expense in rural areas. However, implementing policy into the reality most children and families face in Nigeria can be a challenge. Nigeria has one of the highest rates of people living in poverty (SAPA, 2025). Poverty has a significant impact in the quality of education delivered to children, especially in the northern regions and girls have been seen to be most affected. UNICEF (2025) recently reported that “60% of the country’s 10.5+ millions out-of-school children are girls”. There are many reasons why girls are impacted more than boys regarding educations and poverty. In Nigeria girls face ongoing issues with discriminatory cultural practices. Although this barrier has been challenged over the years there are still many young girls missing out on an education because of their cultural. World Bank (2020) published statistics on why boys and girls did not attend school. In rural areas it was recorded that “15.2% of females do not attend school because of domestic obligations and “12.5%” in urban areas. Girls and women in their culture are seen to be family orientated and will be married off from a young age (Azeez et.al, 2023). Therefore, boys' education is seen as more vital in Nigeria, especially when poverty is so high in many areas. Familiars are forced to make a decision in which child to send to school and the other child to earn money, this decision is often made on their cultural beliefs (Genderpedia, 2025). In most cases families will choose to send the boy of the family to school as the girl will often be married of from a young age and their duties are to house keep and provide for the family in cooking, cleaning and housework (Reuban, no date). The cultural beliefs and ways of living is one key factor to girls missing out on a quality education but once poverty is included within this factor it heightens the gap in girls getting an education in Nigeria. Until poverty is seen as not just a financial struggle but a barrier to children's education, freedom and reaching their full potential, the quality in education in Nigeria will continue to limit the children of Nigeria's life outcomes. So therefore, regardless of the number of polices and Act Nigeria published if poverty and gender discrimination is not resolved these issues will continue to arise and the gap between boys' and girls' education will continue to grow.

In such a deprived country the quality of education and the access children have to a ‘somewhat good’ education is minimal due to many challenges the county faces. These challenges have a huge impact on the children as they are unable to reach their full potential. One of Nigeria biggest challenges in education is inadequate funding. Nigerian Government are not suppling education faculties with enough funding to create a safe environment for children to be taught. UNESCO recommended to Nigerian Governments they should be allocating at least “15-20% of the nation budget to education” (ICIR, 2024).  However, despite these recommendations in 2024 only “7.3% of the total budget” was allocated to educational funding (ICIR, 2024). Although it was stated this was a rise in allocated funding in the years before the percentage is still significantly lower than UNESCO’s recommendations. As a result of the poor funding in Nigerian schools the teacher, student ratio is significantly below guidelines published by the National Policy on Education (NPE) due to overpopulated classrooms (Jacob, O and Ndubuisi, A, 2020). The National Policy on Education states in Nigeria the teacher to student ratio should be “1:35 in primary level education” for productive teaching and learning (Federal Republic of Nigeria, 2014). Although there are policies and guidelines that Nigerian schools should abide by when it comes to ratios, the ratio between teacher and student is massively exceeding these guidelines. There has been many speculations and published article on the reasoning on why there has been such a drop in qualified teacher numbers and the drastic rise in students entering schools. It has recently been published by Athena Perspectives (2025) the overcrowding in classrooms is not only affecting the learning environment but the wellbeing of teachers. Anthena Perspectives (2025) declared that many teachers cannot sustain a comfortable life on the wage Nigerian teachers are making and for wage scale does not align with the growing class sizes, lack of support and recourses and responsibilities. These challenges are forcing the small number of qualified teachers to strike or change profession which is not minimising the ongoing problem but escalating the issues. 

All these issues regarding the quality of educations and the challenge with staffing ratios effects the learning quality for all students. In 1999 Nigeria abided to incorporate the Rights Based Approach to Education within their practice. The Rights Based Approach to Education follows ‘4 A’s farmwork’ only once these 4 A’s are effectively incorporated into practice it can be deemed as their practice is suitable and effective for children. These 4 A’s are “availability, accessibility, acceptability and adaptability” (Boston Brand Media, 2025). Despite Nigeran Govermment continuing trying the resolve the ongoing issues with their education system, the current state of their system does align with the Rights Based Approach to Education. With significate overcrowding in classrooms with sizes of 100 to 200 pupils at once and serious underfunding of public schools in Nigeria they are not meeting the ‘availability’ section within the framework (Adamu, Umar and Zuilkowski, 2020). Some may argue they have met this by making education free to all children. By doing this they are supporting Article 28 of the United Nations Conventions Rights of the Child by giving each child the chance of an education (UNICEF, no date). Yet the learning environment and lack of recourses needed for an all-round good education is not provided in many public schools. Secondly, ‘Accessibility’ links in with ‘Availabilities; and the challenges that are obstructing Nigerian education systems meeting the framework. Hiring teachers who are unqualified or demotivated by low wage scales and poor hygiene facilities does not make an educational environment ‘Accessible’ and safe for young students. Mwila and Likuru (2022) supports the previous statement as they inform the reader overcrowding within classrooms leads to increased noise creating more distractions and “limits the individual attention” a teacher can provide to students who need it. This statement of limitations of individual attention leads into the failure of ‘Adaptability’ within Nigerian education. Students who may have additional learning needs need that individual attention to succeed in their learning. On the other hand, students who work alongside school due to poverty may need extra support to catch up on previous work. This will not happen in a classroom where the teacher to student ratio is hugely out of proportion. The consequences of overcrowding and underfunded public schools' shows that unless there is change in how polices are implemented into practice, the education system will continue to plumet. Not only with students be missing out of rich quality education and a chance to succussed to their fullest, not making education ‘accessible’ it will continue to undermine equality for all students. These challenges will only be eliminated when The Nigerian Government invests more funding into public schools and creates a more fair and safe learning environment for both students and teachers.

This essay has clearly stated Nigeria's dedication on setting their educational system right. They have created and published many polices and Act such as their ‘National education policy, Universal Basic education Act’ to help improve the education deliver to children. With Nigeria being such a big country facing many challenges like poverty, the changes in their education system are a way to improve and reduce children and families living in poverty. Making education free and compulsory for all primary and secondary ages children allows children to gain all the skills and knowledge they need to create a positive future for themselves. Each policy and Act has been carefully created to ensure it aligns with the United Nation Convention Rights of the child as their framework highlights the importance of quality education. However, Nigeria has clear intentions on improving the educational sector the harsh reality of living conditions still creates the challenge of every child attending school. With Nigeria having such a high percentage of people living in poverty, hidden schooling fees can bring a downside to free and compulsory education. Families must decide whether to send their child/children to school for an education or to send them to work. Without reducing the poverty rates children will suffer the consequences of missing out on free education and the cycle with continually repeated. In different areas of Nigeria, the poverty percentage is so high that millions of children are not attending school especially in more rural areas of Nigeria. Furthermore, these lower income families will often decide to remove girls from education as they are seen to have more domestic responsibilities, earlier marriages and cultural expectations. However, poverty is not the only challenge Nigeria are facing when trying to improve their education system. The essay has shown the issues within the classrooms due to the lack of funding being put into schools. With large class sizes recorded between and shortage of professional teachers it makes putting the policies into practice. Nigeria is aiming at creating a wide range of educational opportunities and more quality education but without the correct funding and staffing these expectations will be difficult to meet. Ultimately, Nigeria needs to eradicate these challenges before their educational system can begin to improve for their children. Ensuring schools have the correct recourses and support Nigerian education polices can finally be effectively implemented into practice. Nigeria can continue to commit to the polies they have published once they have improved their funding, teaching moral and education environments. Then, Nigeria can offer quality and effective education to all children equipping them with skills for future employment and bridging the gap between poverty and wealthy families. 
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