Reading Festival – The handmaids Tail 
Alexandra Smith 1702583

The book that inspired my work was the handmaid’s tail by Margaret Attwood. My influence came from various themes and concepts discussed within the text to include; dystopic society’s, totalitarian states, subjectification of women, world disorder, unequal power and futuristic ideas. I incorporated these ideas through research into modern media and film.
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My work is an appropriation of moving image clips show casing the difficulties we face both historically and within modern society today.  I have included a timeline mise-en-scne to reflect upon similarities of political figures and repetitive political concepts. 
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[image: ]I specifically chose to include clips of Donald’s trump denigration of women to mirror the main reoccurring theme throughout the book highlighting the persecution/subjectification of women in society. Male supremacy is an integral issue within the text, so I projected this notion into the piece through classic clips of empowering speeches given by misogynistic males.




Margret Attwood novel is based on a dystopic society, that persecutes individualism similar to George Orwells 1984. I decided to include a clip from the film showing a man causing mass destruction and the power he has over society. The book/film chronicles portrays a post-disaster London ruled by Oceania, a totalitarian superstrate. This led me into looking at other totalitarian states and dictators in the present world including north Korea. Female marching Korean soldiers are used within the video with an overlay of trump degrading women to highlight political repression. Children of men film clips and the charlottes Ville march against trump are seen within the visual narrative, they explore the problems of world disorder and inequality throughout history that are continuing into the present day. Moving on I brought in elements of unequal power. Hitler speech and the hunger games were used as I found them to juxtapose the level of inequality within social structures. 
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The penultimate topic I chose to include from the book was the idea of a futuristic world. I looked at the ideology of Nigel Farage and his vision of a new world order changing the future of immigration and the movement of people. I featured clips of Logan’s run and metropolis purely because of their futuristic ideas and how they are already influencing civilisation today.   
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In conclusion I would like to discuss the different elements I added to the work to bring in more themes from within the book. Red is a massive symbol in the book it’s the main colour the handmaids wear and stands for fertility and sexuality. To incorporate this within my video I put a very fine red almost unrecognisable layer over the top of all the clips just draw in this theme. The order I placed the clips was also significant to me as I wanted to create a flowing timeline comparing past to present. 
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The music itself I chose I felt it was appropriate for the message I was bringing across of how everyone is power hungry but when it gets into the wrong hands can be lethal. 
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I included clips that feature Donald Trump throughout the narrative but specifically when he is objectifying women as I linked this back to the subjectification of women within the book making them nothing more than a walking womb. 

Finally at the end of the video I featured a quote from the book that sparked my initial response to start with, “it is truly amazing what people can get used to, as long as there are a few compensation”, this got me thinking about the world and how much we as humans can endure if we selfishly find something in it that brings us a remote bit of pleasure or power.     
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Maybe she should feel that way.
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